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HOUSE BILL No. 5570

February 12, 1998, Introduced by Reps. Vaughn, Scott, Wallace, LaForge, Hale, Hood,
Parks, Kilpatrick, Stallworth, Rison, Thomas, DeHart and Murphy and referred to the
Committee on House Oversight and Ethics.

A bill to acknow edge the fundanental injustice, cruelty,
brutality, and i nhumanity of slavery in the United States and the
13 Anerican col onies between 1619 and 1865 and to establish a
comm ssion to examne the institution of slavery, subsequent de
jure and de facto racial and econom c discrimnation agai nst
African- Anericans, and the inpact of that discrimnation on
living African-Anericans; and to nmake reconmendations to the |eg-
islature on appropriate renedies.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. (1) This act shall be known and may be cited as the
"conm ssion to study reparation proposals for African-Americans
act"”

(2) As used in this act, "conm ssion" neans the conm ssion
to study reparation proposals for African-Anericans, established

under section 3.
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Sec. 2. The legislature acknow edges all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Approximately 4,000,000 Africans and their descendants
were enslaved from 1619 to 1865 in the United States and the col -
oni es that becane the United States.

(b) The institution of slavery was constitutionally and
statutorily sanctioned by the governnent of the United States
from 1789 through 1865.

(c) The slavery that flourished in the United States consti -
tuted an i nmmoral and i nhumane deprivation of Africans' life, |ib-
erty, citizenship rights, and cultural heritage, and denied them
the fruits of their own | abor.

(d) Sufficient inquiry has not been made into the effects of
the institution of slavery on living African-Anmericans and soci -
ety in the United States.

Sec. 3. (1) The comm ssion to study reparation proposals

for African-Americans is created within the departnent of civil

rights and shall performthe follow ng duties:

(a) Exam ne the institution of slavery that existed from
1619 through 1865 in the United States and the col onies that
becanme the United States, including exam nation of all of the
fol |l ow ng:

(1) The capture and procurenent of Africans.

(11) The transport of Africans to the United States and the
colonies that becane the United States for the purpose of

ensl avenment, including their treatnent during transport.
(11m) The sale and acquisition of Africans as chattel

property in interstate and intrastate conmerce.
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(1v) The treatnent of African slaves in the colonies and the
United States, including the deprivation of their freedom
exploitation of their |abor, and destruction of their culture,
| anguage, religion, and famli es.

(b) Exam ne the extent to which the federal and state gov-
ernnments of the United States supported the institution of slav-
ery by constitution and by statute, including the extent to which
t hose governnments prevented, opposed, or restricted efforts of
freed African slaves to repatriate to their honel and.

(c) Exam ne federal and state |laws that discrim nated
agai nst freed African slaves and their descendants during the
period between the end of the GCvil War and the present.

(d) Exam ne other forms of discrimnation in the public and

private sectors against freed African slaves and their descen-

dants during the period between the end of the Gvil War and the
present .

(e) Examine the lingering negative effects of the institu-
tion of slavery and the matters described in subdivisions (a),
(b), (c), and (d) on living African-Anericans and on society in
the United States.

(f) Recomrend appropriate ways to educate the Anmerican
public of the comm ssion's findings.

(g) Recomrend appropriate renedies in consideration of the
comm ssion's findings on the matters described in
subdi visions (a), (b), (c), and (d). In making those reconmenda-
tions, the comm ssion shall address, anobng other issues, the

foll om ng questi ons:
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(1) Whether the governnent of the United States should offer
a formal apol ogy on behalf of the people of the United States for
the perpetration of gross human rights violations on African
sl aves and their descendants.

(11) Whether African-Anmericans still suffer fromthe |inger-
ing effects of the matters described in subdivisions (a), (b),
(c), and (d).

(11m) Whether, in consideration of the comm ssion's find-
ings, any form of conpensation to the descendants of African
sl aves i s warrant ed.

(mv) If the comm ssion finds that conpensation is warranted,
what shoul d be the anmount of conpensation, what form of conpensa-
tion should be awarded, and who should be eligible for that
conpensati on.

(2) The comm ssion shall submt a witten report of its
findings and recomendations to the standing conmttees of each
house of the legislature that address civil rights issues not
nore than 1 year after the effective date of this act.

Sec. 4. (1) The comm ssion shall be conposed of 7 nmenbers,
who shall be appointed in the follow ng manner within 90 days
after the effective date of this act:

(a) Three nenbers shall be appoi nted by the governor.

(b) Three nenbers shall be appoi nted by the speaker of the
house of representatives.

(c) One nenber shall be appointed by the majority | eader of
t he senate.
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(2) Al nenbers of the conm ssion shall be persons who are
especially qualified to serve on the comm ssion by virtue of
their education, training, or experience, particularly in the
field of African-American studies.

(3) The termof office for nmenbers shall be for the life of
the comm ssion. A vacancy in the comm ssion shall not affect the
powers of the conmm ssion and shall be filled in the sanme manner
in which the original appointnent was nade.

(4) The governor shall call the first neeting of the conm s-
sion within 120 days after the effective date of this act, or
wi thin 30 days after the date on which legislation is enacted
maki ng appropriations to carry out this act, whichever date is
| at er.

(5) Four nenbers of the comm ssion constitute a quorum but
a | esser nunber may hol d hearings.

(6) The conm ssion shall elect a chairperson and
vi ce-chairperson fromanong its nmenbers at the commssion's first
meeting. The termof office of each shall be for the life of the
commi ssi on.

(7) Menmbers of the comm ssion shall serve w thout
conpensation. However, nenbers of the comm ssion may be reim
bursed for their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties as nenbers of the
commi Sssi on.

(8) The business that the conmm ssion nmay performshall be

conducted at a public neeting of the comm ssion held in
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conpliance with the open neetings act, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 to
15. 275.

(9) Awiting prepared, owned, used, in the possession of,
or retained by the commssion in the performance of an official
function is subject to the freedom of information act, 1976
PA 442, MCL 15. 231 to 15. 246.

Sec. 5. (1) The conmm ssion may, for the purpose of carrying
out this act, hold the hearings and sit and act at the tinmes and
at the places in the state, and request the attendance and testi -
nmony of the wi tnesses and the production of the books, records,
correspondence, nenoranda, papers, and docunents, that the com
m ssion determ nes are appropriate. The conm ssion nmay seek a
court order to conpel attendance, testinony, or production of
docunents.

(2) The conm ssion may create a subconmttee to take any
action that the commssion is authorized to take by this
section. The conmm ssion nmay al so authorize an individual nenber
to act on its behalf under this section.

(3) The conmm ssion may acquire directly fromthe head of any
departnent, agency, or instrunentality of the executive branch of
t he governnent, available information that the comm ssion consi d-
ers useful in the discharge of its duties. Al departnents,
agencies, and instrunmentalities of the executive branch of gov-
ernnment shall cooperate wth the comm ssion with respect to this
information and shall furnish all information requested by the

comm ssion to the extent permtted by | aw
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Sec. 6. (1) The conmm ssion may appoint and fix the
conpensati on of personnel that the conm ssion considers
appropri ate.

(2) The conm ssion may procure the services of experts and
consul tants that the conm ssion determ nes necessary.

(3) The conm ssion may do both of the follow ng:

(a) Procure supplies, services, or property by contract in
accordance wth applicable aws and regulations, if the |egisla-
ture has appropriated noney for those supplies, services, or
property.

(b) Enter into contracts with departnents, agencies, and
instrunentalities of the federal governnment, state agencies, or
private firnms, institutions, or agencies, for research or sur-
veys, the preparation of reports, or other activities necessary
for the discharge of the duties of the conm ssion. The conm s-
sion shall not execute a contract that requires expenditure of
state noney unless the | egislature has appropriated noney to the
comm ssion that will pay for the expenditure.

Sec. 7. The comm ssion shall dissolve 90 days after the
date on which the comm ssion submts its report to the standing
comm ttees of each house of the legislature that address civil

rights issues under section 3(2).
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