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HOUSE BILL No. 5889

May 27, 1998, Introduced by Reps. Raczkowski and Gubow and referred to the
Committee on Transportation.

A bill to amend 1945 PA 327, entitled
"Aeronautics code of the state of M chigan,"”
by anmendi ng sections 86a and 89 (MCL 259. 86a and 259.89), section
86a as added and section 89 as anended by 1996 PA 370.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 86a. (1) Licensed aeronautical facilities shall be
Iicensed under 1 of the follow ng categories:

(a) Basic utility airport. A basic utility airport |icense
shall be granted if the follow ng m ninmumrequirenents are net:

(1) The airport has an airport manager |licensed by the
commi Sssi on.

(1m) The airport contains a runway with a 1, 200-foot |anding
length in each direction froma clear approach slope of 20 to 1
Unpaved runways —statH— have a mnimumw dth of 50 feet with an

additional 25 feet m nimumw dth on each side cl ear of
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obstructions. Paved runways —skhatHt— have a mninmumw dth of 25
feet wwth an additional 38 feet m nimumw dth on each side clear
of obstructions.

(11m) The airport maintains a state primary surface for each
runway clear of all obstructions. The state primary surface
—shatt+—be— IS at | east 100 feet w de, —but—re— AND NOT | ess than
the width of the runway.

(1v) The airport nmaintains a state approach surface that
extends outward and upward fromthe end of the state primary sur-
face for a distance of 5,000 feet. The shape of the state
approach surface is rectangular with a m ni numw dth of 100 feet
and a length of 5,000 feet. The wdth of the state approach sur-
face —shatH+—be— IS at |least as wde as the width of the runway.
The state approach surface extends for a horizontal distance of
5,000 feet at a slope of 20 to 1 including 15 feet clearance over
roads, 17 feet clearance over interstate highways, 23 feet clear-
ance over railroads, and 25 feet clearance over property lines.
The state approach surface begins at the runway end for unpaved
runways.

(v) The airport establishes a permanent nonument | ocated on
the centerline at or beyond each end of the runway.

(vi) The airport maintains the follow ng pilot aids:

(A) Runway surface markings —shatHt— THAT conformto federal
avi ation adm ni stration published standards.

(B) A w ndcone.
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(C Airports with right traffic patterns —shalHH— have a
segnented circle conformng to federal aviation adm nistration
publ i shed st andards.

(D) Runway lighting, if available for public use, —shat
eonform CONFORMS to federal aviation adm nistration standard
col or and | ayout .

(b) General wutility airport. A general utility airport
Iicense shall be granted if the foll ow ng m nimumrequirenments
are net:

(1) the airport has an airport manager |licensed by the
commi Sssi on.

(11) The airport contains a runway with a 1, 800-foot |anding
I ength in each direction froma clear approach slope of 20 to 1
Unpaved runways —shat— have a m ninumw dth of 100 feet. Paved
runways —statH— have a mnimumw dth of 35 feet.

(11m) The airport maintains a state primary surface for each
runway clear of all obstructions. The state primary surface
—shatt—be— IS at | east 250 feet w de.

(m1v) The airport maintains a state approach surface for each
runway end that extends outward and upward fromthe end of the
state primary surface for a distance of 5,000 feet. The shape of
this approach surface is a trapezoid with a width of 250 feet at
the runway end and expands uniformy to a wdth of 1,200 feet.
The state approach surface extends for a horizontal distance of
5,000 feet at a slope of 20 to 1, including 15 feet cl earance
over roads, 17 feet clearance over interstate highways, 23 feet

cl earance over railroads, and 25 feet clearance over property
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lines. The state approach surface begins at the runway end for
unpaved runways.

(v) The airport contains a permanent nonunment | ocated on the
centerline at or beyond each end of the runway.

(vi) The airport maintains the follow ng pilot aids:

(A) Paved runways —shkatt+— have centerline marking and runway
nunberi ng —eoenfoermng— THAT CONFORM to the published standards of
the federal aviation adm nistration

(B) Unpaved runways marked in accordance with conm ssion
st andar ds.

(O —-Any—erosswnd— CROSSW ND runways —fust— neet m ni mum
requi renents set for a basic utility airport.

(D) A lighted wi ndcone.

(E) Runway lighting —shatt—be— IS available from sunset to
sunrise daily. Lighting configuration —shatHH— conformto the
requi renents of the federal aviation adm nistration regarding
standard col or and | ayout.

(F) Airports with right traffic patterns —shaHH— have a seg-
mented circle with traffic pattern indicators conformng to the
publ i shed standards of the federal aviation adm nistration.

(vin) The airport provides the follow ng services:

(A) An adm nistration building or termnal building with
sanitary facilities available to the public.

(B) Adequate nmeans to deter the unauthorized or inadvertent

access to the aircraft operations area.
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(C A telephone AT A CLEARLY | NDI CATED LOCATI ON ON THE
Al RPORT GROUNDS that is available to the public 24 hours daily.
—on—the—atrport—and—+ts—tocat+on—shatHt—be<cteartytndiecated—

(D) Aformally adopted energency service plan prepared by
t he airport owner.

(E) Airport rules and regul ations that are adopted by the
ai rport owner and available to the public.

(F) Itinerant aircraft parking and tie-downs, including ade-
gquat e ropes, chains, or THE equi val ent OF ROPES AND CHAI NS.

(c) Air carrier airport. An air carrier airport |icense
shall be granted if the follow ng m ninumrequirenents are net:

(1) The airport has an airport manager |licensed by the
commi Sssi on.

(11) The airport has a valid airport operating certificate,
or alimted airport operating certificate, issued by the federal
avi ation adm ni stration regul ati ons.

(d) Seapl ane base. A seaplane base |license shall be granted
if the following mninmmrequirenents are net:

(1) The airport has an airport manager |licensed by the
commi Sssi on.

(11) The airport contains at |east 1 unobstructed straight
line channel of at least 5,000 feet in length, and 200 feet in
wi dt h.

(11m) The airport has a suitable float, nooring facility, or
ranp at sonme point on the shore adjoining the | anding area.

(mv) The airport provides and maintains a fire

ext i ngui sher.
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(e) Heliport. A heliport license shall be granted if the
foll ow ng m nimumrequirenments are net:

(1) The heliport has an airport manager |icensed by the
commi ssi on.

(11) The heliport contains a length and width of the | anding
area of at least 1 1/2 tinmes the length of the helicopter using
the facility.

(11m) The heliport contains at least 2 heliport approach
surfaces free of obstructions. The heliport approach surface
begins at the end of the heliport |landing area with the sane
width as the |anding area, and extending outward and upward for a
hori zontal distance of 4,000 feet where its width is 500 feet.
The sl ope of the approach surface is 8 to 1. Two of the heliport
approach surfaces provided —shatHH—be— ARE | ocat ed —to—provide— SO
that their centerline —shaH—Form FORMS an arc of not |ess than
90 degrees at their intersection. Each heliport approach surface
—shat+—provide— PROVI DES an area suitable for an energency | and-
ing during takeoff, clinb-out and | andi ng.

(mv) If a heliport is |located on an el evated structure or
roof, local building and fire codes —shatt—be— ARE conpli ed
with. The | anding area —shoutd—be— IS designed to support 1.5
times the maxi mum gross wei ght of the |argest helicopter autho-
rized to use the heliport. Wen applying for a license, the
appl i cant —shatH—++t+e— FILES a certificate signed by a profes-
sional engineer registered in this state, certifying structural

conpliance of the heliport.
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(v) The heliport contains a w ndcone or neans of identifying
w nd direction.

(vi) Gound level heliports have operational areas fenced or
mar ked with caution signs to prevent the inadvertent or unautho-
rized entry of persons or vehicles.

(vim) Signs indicating a heliport — ARE |ocated on —+t5—
THE HELI PORT' S peri neter.

(f) Hospital heliport. A hospital heliport license shall be
granted if ALL OF the following m ninumrequirenents are net:

(1) The hospital heliport —eoefptres—wth—att—provistons—of
stbtiviston—e)— | S RESERVED SOLELY FOR Al R AMBULANCE USE OR
OTHER HOSPI TAL- RELATED FUNCTI ONS.

(i) —iid bl w i eal
or—ofHtetat—hospttat—bustness—+Hghts—onty— THE HOSPI TAL HELI -

PORT HAS AN Al RPORT MANAGER, APPO NTED BY THE HOSPI TAL HELI PORT
OMER OR OPERATOR, WHO IS LI CENSED BY THE COMM SSI ON W THI N 90
DAYS AFTER H'S OR HER APPQO NTMENT.

(mir) THE HOSPI TAL HELI PORT HAS A FI NAL APPROACH AND TAKECFF
AREA, THE M NI MUM DI MENSI ONS OF WHI CH ARE AT LEAST 1-1/2 TI MES
THE OVERALL LENGTH OF THE LARGEST HELI COPTER AUTHORI ZED TO USE
THE HOSPI TAL HELI PORT.

(1v) THE FI NAL APPROACH AND TAKEOFF AREA |'S PCSI TI ONED TO
PROVIDE A M Nl MUM SAFETY REG ON OF AT LEAST 10 FEET OR 1/3 OF THE
ROTOR LENGTH OF THE LARGEST HELI COPTER THAT WLL LAND AT THE
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SITE, MEASURED FROM THE EDGE OF THE FI NAL APPROACH AND TAKEOFF
AREA TO THE OBSTACLE NEAREST THAT AREA.

(v) THE HOSPI TAL HELI PORT HAS AT LEAST 1 APPRCACH OR TAKECFF
PATH THAT | S ALI GNED AS NEARLY AS POSSI BLE W TH THE DOM NANT
W NDS, BUT THAT MAY DEVI ATE FROM THAT ALI GNMENT TO AVO D OBJECTS
OR NO SE- SENSI Tl VE AREAS OR USE Al RSPACE ABOVE PUBLI C LANDS.

(vi) THE HOSPI TAL HELI PORT | S CAPABLE OF BEI NG SECURED TO
PROHI BI T THE | NADVERTENT OR UNAUTHORI ZED ENTRY OF PERSONS OR
VEHI CLES.

(vir) |F THE HELI PORT IS AT GROUND LEVEL, THE OPERATI ONAL
HELI PORT AREAS ARE FENCED OR MARKED W TH CAUTI ON SI GNS TO PRO
H BI T THE | NADVERTENT OR UNAUTHORI ZED ENTRY OF PERSONS OR
VEHI CLES.

(virn) SIGNS | NDI CATI NG A HELI PORT ARE LOCATED ON THE
HELI PORT" S PERI METER

(1x) THE TOUCHDOMN AND LI FTOFF AREA | S A PAVED HARD
SURFACE.

(x) THE HOSPI TAL HELI PORT HAS A LI GHTED W ND DI RECTI ON
| NDI CATOR.

(x1) SUI TABLE LI GHTI NG I S PROVI DED AT THE HOSPI TAL
HELI PORT" S PERI METER FOR NI GHT OPERATI ONS, AND THAT LI GHTI NG AT A
M NI MUM | NCLUDES LI GHTS AT EACH CORNER OF THE FI NAL APPRCACH AND
TAKEOFF AREA.

(xi1) | DENTI FI CATI ON MARKI NGS ARE PRESENT AT THE HOSPI TAL
HELI PORT SI TE THAT CONFORM TO FEDERAL AVI ATI ON ADM NI STRATI ON
STANDARDS FOR HOSPI TAL HELI PORTS.
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(G HOSPI TAL HELI STOP. A HOSPI TAL HELI STOP LI CENSE SHALL BE
GRANTED | F THE FOLLOWN NG M NI MUM REQUI REMENTS ARE MET:

(1) THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP HAS A PERSON RESPONSI BLE FOR THE
DAI LY OPERATI ON OF THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP, APPO NTED BY THE OMNER
OR OPERATOR OF THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP, WHO, AS DETERM NED BY THAT
OMER OR OPERATOR, MEETS THE M NI MUM STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THE
COWM SSI ON.

(11) WTH N 90 DAYS AFTER APPO NTI NG A RESPONSI BLE PERSON
WHO IS I N CHARCGE OF THE DAILY OPERATI ON OF THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOPR,
THE OMNER OR OPERATOR OF THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP MUST PROVI DE THE
COMM SSION I N WRI TING WTH THE NAME OF THE RESPONSI BLE PERSON WHO
'S I N CHARGE OF THE DAI LY OPERATI ON OF THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP AND
| DENTI FY THE MANNER | N VWHI CH THE COWM SSI ON MAY CONTACT THAT
RESPONSI BLE PERSON | N THE EVENT OF AN EMERGENCY.

(mir) THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP | S RESERVED SCLELY FOR Al R AMBU-
LANCE USE OR OTHER HOSPI TAL- RELATED FUNCTI ONS.

(1v) THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP HAS AT LEAST 1 SU TABLE HELI COP-
TER APPROACH PATH THAT 1S | DENTI FI ED AND FREE OF OBSTACLES.

(v) THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP HAS A W ND DI RECTI ON | NDI CATOR.

(vi) THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP HAS APPROPRI ATE PERVANENT OR TEM
PCORARY LI GHTI NG AVAI LABLE FOR NI GHT OPERATI ONS.

(vir) THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP HAS ADEQUATE SECURI TY TO PREVENT
BYSTANDERS FROM APPROACHI NG A HELI COPTER AS I T LANDS OR DEPARTS.

(2) A PILOT OF A HELI COPTER LANDI NG AT A HOSPI TAL HELI STOP
OR HELI PORT MUST RECEI VE PRI OR PERM SSI ON TO LAND AT THE HOSPI TAL
HELI STOP OR HELI PORT FROM THE HOSPI TAL HELI STOP OR A RESPONSI BLE
PERSON.
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Sec. 89. Sections 86, 86A, 86b, 86c, AND 87 —ant—88— do
not apply to | anding areas designated and operated for private
use if conmmercial operations are not perfornmed on the |anding
areas. A landing area for private use shall not be established,
W t hout comm ssion approval, within 5 nautical mles of a public
use facility certified by the comm ssion.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. or House Bill No. _

(request no. 06456'98) of the 89th Legislature is enacted into

| aw.
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