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HOUSE BILL No. 5901

June 2, 1998, Introduced by Rep. Whyman and referred to the Committee on
Transportation.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,"
by amendi ng sections 722 and 724 (MCL 257.722 and 257.724),
section 722 as anended by 1993 PA 22 and section 724 as anended
by 1988 PA 346.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 722. (1) The maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed the
nunber of pounds designated in the follow ng provisions which
prescribe the distance between axl es:

(a) Wien the axle spacing is 9 feet or nore between axles,
t he maxi nrum axl e | oad shall not exceed 18, 000 pounds for vehicles
equi pped with high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.

(b) When the axle spacing is less than 9 feet between 2

axl es but nore than 3-1/2 feet, the maxi num axl e | oad shall not
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exceed 13,000 pounds for high pressure pneunmatic or ball oon
tires.

(c) Wen axles are spaced less than 3-1/2 feet apart, the
maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed 9,000 pounds per axle.

(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) shall be known as the
nor mal | oadi ng maxi num

(2) When normal loading is in effect, the state transporta-
tion departnent and | ocal authorities with respect to hi ghways
under their jurisdiction nmay designhate certain highways, or sec-
tions of those highways, where bridges and road surfaces are ade-
quate for heavier |oading, which designation may be revised as
needed, on which the maxi mum tandem axl e assenbly | oadi ng shal
not exceed 16, 000 pounds for any axle of the assenbly, if there
is no other axle wwthin 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (8), on a |legal conbi-
nation of vehicles, only 1 tandem axle assenbly shall be permt-
ted on the designated highways at the gross perm ssible weight of
16, 000 pounds per axle, if there is no other axle within 9 feet
of any axle of the assenbly, and if no other tandem axl e assenbly
in the conbination of vehicles exceeds a gross wei ght of 13,000
pounds per axle. Wen the maxi mnum gross wei ght of a conbi nation
of vehicles with | oad does not exceed 73,280 pounds, 2 tandem
axl e assenblies shall be permtted on the designated hi ghways at
a gross perm ssible weight of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there is
no other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly.

(4) The normal size of tires shall be the rated size as

publ i shed by the manufacturers, and the nmaxi nrum wheel | oad
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perm ssi bl e for any wheel shall not exceed 700 pounds per inch of
wi dth of tire.

(5) During the nonths of March, April, and May in each year,
t he maxi nrum axl e | oad al | owabl e on concrete pavenents, or pave-
ments wth a concrete base, shall be reduced by 25% fromthe max-
imum axl e load as specified in this chapter, and the nmaxi num axl e
| oads al | owabl e on all other types of roads during these nonths
shal | be reduced by 35% from the maxi nrum axl e | oads as
specified. The maxi mum wheel |oad shall not exceed 525 pounds
per inch of tire wdth on concrete and concrete base or 450
pounds per inch of tire wwdth on all other roads during the
period the seasonal road restrictions are in effect. Upon
receipt of a witten application and good cause being shown, the
state transportation departnment, for roads under their jurisdic-
tion, and county road comm ssions, for roads under their juris-
diction, may permt exenptions from seasonal weight restrictions
for mlk on specified routes when requested. Approval or deni al
of a request for an exenption shall be given by witten notice to
the applicant within 30 days after the date of subm ssion of the
application. |If a request is denied, the witten notice shal
state the reason for denial and alternate routes for which the
permt may be issued. The applicant shall have the right to
appeal to the state transportation conm ssion or the county road
comm ssion. These exenptions shall not apply on county roads in
counties which have negotiated agreenents with m |k haulers, or
haul ers of other commodities, during periods of seasonal | oad
[imts in years prior to —the—effectivedate—of—t+hts—1993
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affendatory—aect— APRIL 14, 1993. —Thts—1993—-anendatory—act—sha—
THE 1993 PA 22 AMENDMENTS TO THIS ACT DO not limt the ability of
t hese counties to continue to negotiate such agreenents.

(6) The state transportation departnment, or a |ocal author-
ity wwth respect to highways under its jurisdiction, may suspend
the restrictions inposed by this section when and where, inits
di scretion, conditions of the highways or the public health,
safety, and welfare so warrant, and may inpose the restricted
| oadi ng requirenents of this section on designated hi ghways at
any other tine that the conditions of the highway may require.

(7) For the purpose of enforcenent of this act, the gross
vehi cl e wei ght of a single vehicle and | oad or a conbination of
vehi cl es and | oads, shall be determ ned, EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PRO
VIDED IN THI S SUBSECTI ON, by wei ghi ng individual axles or groups
of axles, and the total weight on all the axles shall be the
gross vehicle weight. In addition, the gross axle weight shal
be determ ned by wei ghing individual axles or by weighing a group
of axles and dividing the gross weight of the group of axles by
the nunber of axles in the group. Pursuant to subsection (8),
the overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore axles shall be
determ ned by wei ghi ng individual axles or several axles, and the
total weight of all the axles in the group shall be the overal
gross wei ght of the group. THE GROSS VEH CLE WEI GHT OF A VEHI CLE
USED TO HAUL RUBBI SH FOR WHICH A PERM T WAS | SSUED BY THE STATE
TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTI ON 725 SHALL BE DETERM NED
BY WEI GHI NG THE COMBI NATI ON OF AXLES ALLOWED BY THE PERM T | SSUED
BY THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTI ON 725.
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(8) The loading maximumin this subsection shall apply to
interstate highways, and the state transportation departnent, or
a local authority with respect to highways under its jurisdic-
tion, may designate a highway, or a section of a highway, for the
operation of vehicles having a gross vehicle weight of not nore
t han 80, 000 pounds which are subject to the follow ng | oad
maxi muns:

(a) Twenty thousand pounds on any 1 axle, including al
enf orcenment tol erances.

(b) A tandem axl e wei ght of 34,000 pounds i ncluding al
enf orcenent tol erances.
(c) An overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore consecu-

tive axles equaling:

W= 500 /LN + 12N + 36\
\N-1 /

where W= overall gross weight on a group of 2 or npbre consecu-
tive axles to the nearest 500 pounds, L = distance in feet
between the extrenme of a group of 2 or nore consecutive axles,
and N = nunber of axles in the group under consideration; except
that 2 consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross | oad of
34,000 pounds each if the first and | ast axles of the consecutive
sets of tandem axles are not |less than 36 feet apart. The gross
vehi cl e wei ght shall not exceed 80,000 pounds including al
enforcenent tolerances. Except for 5 axle truck tractor, sem -
trailer conbinations having 2 consecutive sets of tandem axl es,
vehi cl es having a gross weight in excess of 80,000 pounds or in

excess of the vehicle gross weight determ ned by application of
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the formula in this subsection shall be subject to the maxi num
axl e | oads of subsections (1), (2), and (3). As used in this
subsection, "tandem axle weight" nmeans the total weight transmt-
ted to the road by 2 or nore consecutive axles, the centers of
whi ch may be included between parallel transverse vertical planes
spaced nore than 40 inches, but not nore than 96 inches, apart,
extending across the full wdth of the vehicle.

Sec. 724. (1) A police officer or a duly authorized agent
of the state transportation departnent or a county road conm s-
sion having reason to believe that the weight of a vehicle and
load is unlawful may require the driver to stop and submt to a
wei ghi ng of the vehicle by either portable or stationary scales
approved and seal ed by the departnent of agriculture as a | egal
wei ghi ng device, and may require that the vehicle be driven to
t he nearest weighing station of the state transportation depart-
ment for the purpose of allow ng an officer or agent of the state
transportation departnent or county road conm ssion to determ ne
whet her the conveyance is |oaded in conformty with this
chapter.

(2) When the officer or agent, upon weighing a vehicle and
| oad, determ nes that the weight is unlawful, the officer or
agent may require the driver to stop the vehicle in a suitable
pl ace and remain standing until that portion of the load is
shifted or renoved as necessary to reduce the gross axle |oad
wei ght OR PERM TTED COVBI NATI ON AXLE WEI GHT of the vehicle, AS
APPLI CABLE, to the Iimt permtted under this chapter. Al

mat eri al unl oaded as provi ded under this subsection shall be
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cared for by the owner or operator of the vehicle at the risk of
the owner or operator. A judge or magistrate inposing a civil
fine and costs under this section —whieh— THAT are not paid in
full imrediately or for which a bond is not imrediately posted in
doubl e the anmpbunt of the civil fine and costs shall order the
driver or ower to nove the vehicle at the driver's owmn risk to a
pl ace of safekeeping within the jurisdiction of the judge or nag-
istrate, informthe judge or magistrate in witing of the place
of saf ekeeping, and keep the vehicle until the fine and costs are
paid or sufficient bond is furnished or until the judge or magis-
trate is satisfied that the fine and costs wll be paid. The

of ficer or agent who has determ ned, after weighing a vehicle and

| oad, that the weight is unlawful, may require the driver to pro-
ceed to a judge or magistrate within the county. |If the judge or
magi strate is satisfied that the probable civil fine and costs

wll be paid by the owner or | essee, the judge or nmagistrate my
allow the driver to proceed, after the load is nade legal. |If
the judge or magistrate is not satisfied that the owner or

| essee, after a notice and a right to be heard on the nerits is
given, wll pay the anount of the probable civil fine and costs,
the judge or magistrate may order the vehicle to be inpounded
until trial on the nerits is conpleted under conditions set forth
in this section for the inpounding of vehicles after the civil
fine and costs have been inposed. Renoval of the vehicle, and
forwardi ng, care, or preservation of the |oad shall be under the
control of and at the risk of the owner or driver. Vehicles

i npounded shall be subject to a lien, subject to a prior valid
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bona fide lien of prior record, in the anount of the civil fine
and costs and if the civil fine and costs are not paid within 90
days after the seizure, the judge or magistrate shall certify the
unpai d judgnment to the prosecuting attorney of the county in
whi ch the violation occurred, who shall proceed to enforce the
lien by foreclosure sale in accordance with procedure authorized
in the case of chattel nortgage foreclosures. Wen the duly
aut hori zed agent of the state transportation departnment or county
road conm ssion is performng duties under this chapter, the
agent —shatH—have— HAS all the powers conferred upon peace offi -
cers by the general laws of this state.

(3) An owner of a vehicle or a | essee of the vehicle of an
owner - operator, or other person, who causes or allows a vehicle
to be | oaded and driven or noved on a hi ghway, when the wei ght of
that vehicle violates section 722 is responsible for a civil
infraction and shall pay a civil fine in an amount equal to 3
cents per pound for each pound of excess |oad over 1,000 pounds
when the excess is 2,000 pounds or less; 6 cents per pound of
excess | oad when the excess is over 2,000 pounds but not over
3,000 pounds; 9 cents per pound for each pound of excess | oad
when the excess is over 3,000 pounds but not over 4,000 pounds;
12 cents per pound for each pound of excess | oad when the excess
is over 4,000 pounds but not over 5,000 pounds; 15 cents per
pound for each pound of excess | oad when the excess is over 5,000
pounds but not over 10,000 pounds; and 20 cents per pound for
each pound of excess |oad when the excess is over 10,000 pounds.
A CVIL FINE | MPOSED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON ON A VEHI CLE USED TO
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HAUL RUBBI SH FOR VWHICH A PERM T WAS | SSUED BY THE STATE
TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTI ON 725 SHALL BE BASED UPON
THE EXCESS LOAD OVER THE PERM TTED COVBI NATI ON OF AXLES WEI GHT.
However, the court shall have discretionary power as to the
anmount of the civil fine within the schedule provided by this
subsection and may i npose the civil fine provided in section
907(3) for a civil infraction where, at the tine of the viola-
tion, either the notor vehicle, notor vehicle and semtrailer, or
trailer did not exceed the total weight which would be [awful for
each unit by a proper distribution of the | oad upon the various
axl es supporting each unit.

(4) A driver or ower of a vehicle, truck or truck tractor,
truck or truck tractor with other vehicles in conbination, or
speci al nobil e equi pmrent who knowingly fails to stop at or who
know ngly bypasses any scal es or weighing station is guilty of a
m sdeneanor.

(5) An agent or authorized representative of the state
transportation departnent or a county road conm ssion shall not
stop a truck or vehicle in novenment upon a road or highway within
the state for any purpose, unless the agent or authorized repre-
sentative is driving a duly marked vehicle, clearly show ng and
denoting the branch of governnent represented.

(6) A driver or ower of a vehicle who knowngly fails to
stop when requested or ordered to do so by a police officer, or a
duly authorized agent of the state transportation departnent, or
a representative or agent of a county road comm ssion, authorized

to require the driver to stop and submt to a weighing of the
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1 vehicle and | oad by neans of a portable scale, is guilty of a

2 m sdeneanor.
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