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HOUSE BILL No. 5934

June 11, 1998, Introduced by Reps. Basham, Hale, Anthony, Bogardus, Kelly, Stallworth,
LaForge, Parks, Cherry, Scott and Schauer and referred to the Committee on Conservation,
Environment and Recreation.

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitl ed

"Nat ur al

(MCL 324.

SEC.

(A
QUALI TY.
(B
(O

resources and environnmental protection act,"
101 to 324.90106) by adding part 12.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
PART 12
ENVI RONVENTAL QVBUDSMVAN
1201. AS USED IN TH S PART:
"DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVI RONMENTAL

"Dl RECTOR" MEANS THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT.
" OVBUDSMAN' MEANS THE ENVI RONMENTAL QOVBUDSMAN PROVI DED

FOR I N SECTI ON 1202.

SEC.

1202. (1) THE OFFI CE OF THE ENVI RONMENTAL OVBUDSMAN | S

CREATED W THI N THE DEPARTMENT.
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(2) THE PRI NCI PAL EXECUTI VE OFFI CER CF THE COFFI CE OF THE
ENVI RONVENTAL OVBUDSMAN |'S THE ENVI RONVENTAL OVBUDSMAN.

(3) THE OVBUDSMAN SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE DI RECTOR FOR 1
NONRENEWABLE 6- YEAR TERM | F THE OVBUDSMAN FAI LS TO SERVE FOR
THE ENTI RE 6- YEAR PERI OD, A SUCCESSOR SHALL BE SELECTED FOR A
NONRENEWABLE 6- YEAR TERM  THE OVBUDSMAN SHALL BE TRAI NED OR
KNOALEDGEABLE | N ENVI RONMENTAL SCI ENCES, SHALL BE FAM LI AR WTH
THE ENVI RONMENTAL DECI SI ON- MAKI NG PROCESSES OF STATE AGENCI ES,
AND SHALL HAVE EXPERI ENCE I'N LI Al SON W TH THE PUBLI C REGARDI NG
ENVI RONVENTAL MATTERS. THE OVBUDSMVAN MAY BE REMOVED BY THE
DI RECTOR BEFORE THE EXPI RATION OF H'S OR HER TERM FOR CAUSE.

SEC. 1203. THE OVBUDSMAN SHALL PERFORM ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES:

(A) ACT WTHI N STATE GOVERNVENT ON BEHALF OF | NDI VI DUALS AND
BUSI NESSES WHO HAVE CONCERNS REGARDI NG THE STATE' S SYSTEM COF
ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, AND ASSI ST THEM
I N DI RECTI NG AND COVMUNI CATI NG THEI R CONCERNS TO THE APPROPRI ATE
STATE AGENCY.

(B) ASSI ST THE PUBLI C I N GAI NI NG ACCESS TO THE ENVI RONMENTAL
DECI SI ON- MAKI NG PROCESS BEFORE ANY FI NAL DECI SI ON | S RENDERED BY
A STATE AGENCY.

(© ASSI ST THE PUBLI C I N OBTAI NI NG EFFI Cl ENT, THOROUGH, AND
TI MELY RESPONSES REGARDI NG NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVI RONMVENTAL
PROTECTI ON QUESTI ONS.

(D) ASSI ST THE PUBLI C I N OBTAI Nl NG AN | NDEPENDENT ANALYSI S
OF TECHNI CAL OR SCI ENTI FI C | SSUES ASSCCI ATED W TH AN
ENVI RONVENTAL DECI SI ON OR PROPCSED DECI SI ON OF A STATE AGENCY AND
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ASSI ST | N THE | NTERPRETATI ON OF TECHNI CAL OR SCI ENTI FI C
| NFORMATI ON PREPARED OR PRESENTED BY A STATE AGENCY ON AN ENVI -
RONMENTAL | SSUE.

(E) RECOMVEND TO APPROPRI ATE STATE AGENCI ES AND THE LEG SLA-
TURE METHODS BY VHI CH PUBLI C PARTI Cl PATI ON I N NATURAL RESOURCES
AND ENVI RONVENTAL DECI SI ON- MAKI NG COULD BE | MPROVED.

(F) COWPI LE, MAI NTAIN, AND MAKE AVAI LABLE UPON REQUEST A
COWMPLETE LI ST OF ALL CI TI ZEN ADVI SORY COW TTEES W THI N STATE
AGENCI ES THAT ARE | NVOLVED W TH NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVI RONVMVEN-
TAL | SSUES.

(G SERVE AS A LI Al SON BETWEEN THE PUBLI C AND THE STATE
AGENCI ES | NVOLVED W TH NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVI RONMENTAL
| SSUES.

(H) I NVESTI GATE COVPLAI NTS REGARDI NG VI OLATI ONS OF ENVI RON-
MENTAL LAWS AND RULES PROMULGATED UNDER THOSE LAWS, OR REGARDI NG
STATE AGENCI ES NOT ENFORCI NG ENVI RONMENTAL LAWS.

(1) ASSI ST | NDI VI DUALS, BUSI NESSES, AND LOCAL UNITS OF GOV-
ERNVENT | N OBTAI NI NG | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG PERM T APPLI CATI ONS
AND THE PERM T PROCESS, BUT REFRAI N FROM | NTERVENI NG ON BEHALF OF
ANY PARTY AFTER THE PROCESS HAS COMVENCED.

SEC. 1204. ALL AGENCI ES OF STATE GOVERNMENT SHALL COOPERATE
FULLY WTH THE OVBUDSMAN, AND SHALL ASSI ST THE OVBUDSMAN | N THE
PERFORMANCE CF HI'S OR HER DUTI ES AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES UNDER THI S
ACT.

SEC. 1205. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES FOR
APPROVI NG THE BUDGET OF THE OFFI CE, FOR EXPENDI NG FUNDS, AND FOR
THE EMPLOYMENT OF ANY PERSONNEL OF THE OVBUDSMAN.
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1 SEC. 1206. THE RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES GRANTED TO THE OVBUDSMAN
2 UNDER THI S PART DO NOT LIMT OR AFFECT ANY EXI STI NG Rl GHTS OF
3 PUBLI C PARTI Cl PATI ON OR APPEALS RELATED TO ANY PROGRAMS | N ANY
4 STATE AGENCY, AND ARE | NTENDED TO BE | N ADDI TI ON TO ANY SUCH
5 EXI STI NG PROCESSES.
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