HOUSE BILL No. 5966

June 24, 1998, Introduced by Reps. Perricone and Alley and referred to the Committee
on Appropriations.

A bill to amend 1951 PA 51, entitled

"An act to provide for the classification of all public roads,
streets, and highways in this state, and for the revision of that
classification and for additions to and del etions from each cl as-
sification; to set up and establish the M chigan transportation
fund; to provide for the deposits in the Mchigan transportation
fund of specific taxes on notor vehicles and notor vehicle fuels;
to Proylde for the allocation of funds fromthe M chigan trans-
ortation fund and the use and adm ni stration of the fund for
ransportation purposes; to set up and establish the truck safety
fund; to provide for the allocation of funds fromthe truck
safety fund and adm nistration of the fund for truck safety pur-
poses; to set up and establish the Mchigan truck safety comm s-
sion; to establish certain standards for road contracts for cer-
tai n businesses; to provide for the continuing review of trans-
portation needs within the state; to authorize the state trans-
portation conmm ssion, counties, cities, and villages to borrow
nmoney, issue bonds, and nake pledges of funds for transportation
pur poses; to authorize counties to advance funds for the paynent
of deficiencies necessary for the paynent of bonds issued under
this act; to provide for the limtations, paynent, retirenent,
and security of the bonds and pl edges; to provide for aPproprla-
tions and tax levies by counties and townships for county roads;
to authorize contributions by townships for countthoads; to pro-

vide for the establishnment and adm ni stration of e state trunk
line fund, critical bridge fund, conprehensive transportation
fund, and certain other funds; to provide for the deposits in the
state trunk line fund, critical bridge fund, conprehensive
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transportation fund, and certain other funds of noney raised by
specific taxes and fees; to provide for definitions of public
transportation functions and criteria;, to define the purposes for
whi ch. M chigan transportation funds nmay be all ocated; to provide
for Mchigan transportation fund grants; to provide for review
and approval of transportation progranms; to provide for subm s-
sion of annual |egislative requests and reports; to provide for
t he establishnment and functions of certaln_adV|sor¥ entities; to
BFOVIde for conditions for grants; to provide for the issuance of
onds and notes for transportation purposes; to provide for the
powers and duties of certain state and |ocal agencies and offi -
cials; to provide for the making of |oans for transportation pur-
poses by the state transportation departnent and for the recel pt
and repaynent by local units and agencies of those | oans from
certain specified sources; and to repeal acts and parts of acts,"”

by anmendi ng section 15b (MCL 247.665b), as added by 1997 PA 79.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 15b. —(bH—Reatd—authort+t+es—raynot—row-the

(1) ROAD AUTHORI TI ES SHALL MOW THE RI GHT- OF- WAY OF A PUBLI C
ROAD | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE REQUI REMENTS PRESCRI BED I N THI S SEC-
TION, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOW NG

(A THI'S SECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY WTHIN THE LIMTS OF A CITY
OR VI LLAGE.
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(B) THI'S SECTION | S NOT MANDATORY W TH RESPECT TO PUBLI C
ROAD RI GHTS- OF- WAY W THI N DESI GNATED FEDERAL Al D URBAN
BOUNDARI ES.

(© PROPERTY OMNERS MAY MOW PUBLI C ROAD RI GHTS- OF- VAY | MVE-
DI ATELY I N FRONT OF THElI R RESI DENCES, SCHOOLS, OR BUSI NESSES.

(2) MOWNG SHALL BE 12 FEET OR TO THE LEADI NG EDCE OF THE
DI TCH WH CHEVER | S LESS, ADJACENT TO BOTH SHOULDERS OF THE RQAD-
VWAY TO ANY HEI GHT AT ANY TIME. THE AREA BETWEEN THE DI TCH BOTTOM
AND THE BACK SLOPES OF THE RI GHTS- OF- WAY SHALL BE PROTECTED FROM
MOW NG BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 1 AND THE FOLLOW NG JULY 15 EXCEPT AS
PERM TTED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON. SPRAYI NG SHALL BE LIM TED TO THE
CONTROL OF NOXI QUS WEEDS AND BRUSH W THI N THI S AREA. FROM JULY
16 THROUGH AUGUST 31, MOW NG MAY BE THROUGH THE ENTI RE
Rl GHT- OF- WAY | F NEEDED, | NCLUDI NG THROUGH THE DI TCH BOTTOM WHI LE
MAI NTAI NI NG NOT' LESS THAN 12 | NCHES OF GRASS HEI GHT FROM THE BACK
OF THE DI TCH TO THE BACK OF THE RI GHT- OF- WAY AND W THI N THE
MEDI AN.  BETWEEN JULY 16 AND THE FOLLOW NG MARCH 1, MECHANI CAL
BRUSH AND WOCDY STEM CONTROL MAY BE COVPLETED TO WHATEVER HEI GHT
| S NEEDED TO PROVI DE CONTROL AND SAFETY. TWENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF
ALL ROADS SHALL BE DESI GNATED ANNUALLY FOR BRUSH CONTROL THAT
| NCLUDES MOW NG W TH FOLLOW UP HERBI Cl DE TREATMENT DURI NG THE
NEXT GROWN NG SEASON.

(3) THE MOW NG STANDARDS PRESCRI BED I N THI' S SECTI ON SHALL
APPLY TO ALL MEDI ANS 70 FEET WDE OR MORE. MEDI ANS 70 FEET W DE
OR MORE SHALL BE MAI NTAI NED AS BRUSH- FREE AS POSSI BLE AND WTH A
GRASS HEI GHT OF AT LEAST 12 | NCHES. TWENTY-FI VE PERCENT OF THE
MEDI ANS WTH N A REG ON SHALL BE ANNUALLY DESI GNATED FOR REMOVAL
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OR SPOT SPRAY TREATMENT OF UNWANTED BRUSH AND TREES. I T IS THE

| NTENT OF THE LEQ SLATURE THAT THE MOW NG STANDARDS PRESCRI BED | N
THI'S SECTI ON APPLY TO MEDI ANS 50 OR MORE FEET W DE 3 YEARS AFTER
THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED THI S
SUBSECTI ON.

(4) ALL MOW NG OF THE BACK SLOPE AND W DE MEDI AN AREAS
BEYOND THE 12- FOOT W DTH FROM THE ROAD EDGE SHALL BE PERFORVED SO
AS TO ENSURE A M NI MUM OF 12 | NCHES OF GRASS REMAI NS BY SEPTEMBER
1 EACH YEAR, EXCEPT I N THOSE ZONES DESI GNATED FOR BRUSH CONTROL.
AREAS OF BRUSH W THI N THE RI GHT- OF- WAY SHALL BE MOWED BACK TO
PREVENT BRUSH FROM BECOM NG ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE RI GHT- OF- WAY.
BRUSH OR TREE STUMPS SHALL BE SPOT TREATED W TH HERBI Cl DE, AS
NEEDED, FOR LONG TERM CONTROL.

(5 A RIGHT- OF-VWAY MAY BE MOAED AS NECESSARY TO MAI NTAI N
PUBLI C HEALTH AND SAFETY.

(6) THE ROAD AUTHORI TY SHALL NOT PROVI DE COVPENSATI ON FOR
ANY MOW NG OR SPRAYI NG THAT DOES NOT COWPLY WTH THI S SECTI ON.
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