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HOUSE BILL No. 6079

September 16, 1998, Introduced by Rep. LaForge and referred to the Committee on
Human Services and Children.

A bill to anmend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"
by anendi ng sections 55 and 115b (MCL 400.55 and 400. 115hb),
section 55 as anended by 1987 PA 266 and section 115b as anended
by 1988 PA 75.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 55. The county departnent shall adm nister a public
wel fare program as foll ows:

(a) To grant general assistance, including nedical care as
defined in this section and care in the county nedical care
facility, but not including hospitalization and infirmary care
except for care in the county nedical care facility or a county
infirmary existing on January 1, 1981, to any person domiciled in
the county who has a legal settlenent in this state. GCenera

assi stance may al so be granted to a person who has a | egal
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settlenment in this state but no domcile in the county and a
recoupnment may be nade when appropriate in the manner provided in
cases of energency hospitalization under this act. In a tenpo-
rary emergency, general assistance may be given to indigents
W thout a settlenment in this state as the county departnment con-
siders necessary, including, if other funds are not avail able for
t he purpose, all necessary expenses in transporting an indigent
to his or her domcile in this state, or in another state or
nation, when information reasonably tends to show that the person
has a hone available in his or her place of domcile in this
state or a legal residence in another state or nation. A |egal
settlenment in this state is acquired by an emanci pated person who
has lived continuously in this state for 1 year with the intent
to make it his or her honme and who, during the 1l-year period has
not received public assistance, other than assistance received
during and as a direct result of a civil defense energency, or
support fromrelatives. Tine spent in a public institution shal
not be counted in determning settlenent. A |legal settlenent
shall be | ost by remaining away fromthis state for an uninter-
rupted period of 1 year except that absence fromthis state for
| abor or other special or tenporary purpose shall not occasion
| oss of settlenent.

(b) To adm ni ster categorical assistance including nmedical
care.

(c) To supervise and be responsible for the operation of the
county infirmary and county nedical care facility. 1In a county
havi ng a popul ati on of 1,000,000 or nore —whteh— THAT nmaintains a
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county infirmary or county hospital or a joint infirmary and
hospital providing for nental patients, the institution and the
adm ssions to the institution —shat—be— ARE subject to the con-
trol of a board to be known as the board of county institutions.
The board shall consist of 5 nmenbers appointed by the county
board of conm ssioners, except that in a county having a board of
county auditors, 3 nenbers of the board of county institutions
shal | be appointed by the county board of conm ssioners and 2
menbers shall be appointed by the board of county auditors. Each
menber of the board —shat+—hetd— HOLDS office for a term and
—+eeetve— RECEI VES conpensation as the county board of conmm s-
sioners provides by ordinance. In relation to the admnistration
of the institutions, the board —shatHt—have—antd—suceeed— HAS AND
SUCCEEDS to all powers and duties fornmerly vested by | aw, gener-
al, local, or special, in the superintendents of the poor in the
county and the board of county institutions as constituted on
April 13, 1943. The board of county institutions of the county
may al so maintain outpatient facilities for the treatnment of
needy persons suffering fromnental disorders. The board —shatH—
al so —have— HAS the sane powers as are given to the county board
in section 78.

(d) To furnish in all cases, insofar as practicable, care
and treat ment —whireh—wH—tend— THAT TENDS to restore needy per-
sons to a condition of financial and social independence.

(e) To require that each applicant —shatt+— furnish proof
satisfactory to the county board that the applicant is entitled

to the aid, assistance, or benefit sought.
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(f) To investigate, in respect to each application for any
formof public aid or assistance, the circunstances of the appli-
cant, both at the time of application and periodically during the
recei pt of aid or assistance.

(g) To maintain adequate social and financial records per-
taining to each recipient of aid or assistance and so far as is
practicabl e engage in the prevention of social disabilities.

(h) To investigate, when requested by the —prebate— court,
matters pertaining to dependent, neglected, and delinquent chil-
dren and wayward m nors, under the jurisdiction of the —probate—
court to provide supervision and foster care as provided by court
order, and to furnish the court, on request, investigational
service in respect to the hospitalization of children under the
program of services for crippled children established under part
58 of the public health code, —Aet—No—368—0fthePubt+c—-Acts—of
1978, —betng—seet+ons—333-5801t0 333 5879%of theMechigan
Conpted—taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.5801 TO 333.5879, which serv-
ices shall include the foll owup investigation and conti nui ng
observati ons.

(i) To assist other departnents, agencies, and institutions
of the federal, state, and county governnents, when so requested,
in performng services in conformty with the purposes of this
act .

(j) To assist in the devel opnent of sound prograns and stan-
dards of child welfare, and pronote prograns and policies | ooking

toward the prevention of dependency, neglect, and delinquency and
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other conditions affecting adversely the welfare of famlies and
chi | dren.

(k) To create within the county departnent a division of
medi cal care. The county board may appoint a properly qualified
and |icensed doctor of nedicine as the head of the division and
an advisory conmttee. The advisory commttee shall consist of 1
doctor of nedicine, nomnated by the county nedical society; 1
dentist, nomnated by the district dental society; and 1 pharna-
cist, nomnated by the district pharnmaceutical association, to
assist in fornmulating policies of nedical care and auditing and
reviewing bills. —Mdtreal—eare—as— AS used in this act,

"MEDI CAL CARE" neans nedi cal care rendered under the supervision
of a licensed physician in an organi zed out-patient departnent of
a hospital licensed by the departnent of public health under
article 17 of the public health code, —Aet—No—368—o6f—thePublie
Acts—of—1978—betng—seetions—333-—20161+t0-3332218toefthe
M-ehi-gan—Conpited—taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.20101 TO 333. 22260,

or honme and office attendance by a physician, osteopathic physi-
cian and surgeon, or podiatrist |licensed under article 15 of the
public health code, —Aet—No—368—0f—thePubl+ec—-Acts—of—31978
betng—seetions—333—16161+6333—18838—of theMechigan—Conptted
taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.16101 TO 333.18838; and when pre-

scri bed by the physician, osteopathic physician and surgeon, or
podi atrist, diagnostic services requiring the use of equi pnent
not available in his or her offices, if the services do not
require overnight care, dental service, optonetric service,

bedsi de nursing service in the home, or pharmaceutical service.
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The private physician-patient relationship shall be maintained.
The normal rel ationshi ps between the recipients of dental, opto-
metric, nursing, and pharmaceutical services, and the services
furni shed by a physician, osteopathic physician and surgeon,
podi atrist, or —a— chiropractor |icensed under article 15 of the
public health code, —Aet—No—368—0fthePubl+ec—-Acts—of—31978
betng—seetions—333—16161+t+6333—18838—of theMechigan—Conptted
taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.16101 TO 333.18838, and the persons
furni shing these services shall be maintained. This section
—shat+— DOES not affect the office of a city physician or city
phar maci st established under a city charter, a county health
officer, or the nedical superintendent of a county hospital.
This secti on —shatt+——permt— PERM TS the use of a case managenent
system a patient care managenent system or other alternative
system for providing nedical care.

(1) To cause to be suitably buried the body of a deceased
i ndi gent person who has a domcile in the county, when requested
by the person's relative or friend, or of a stranger, when
requested by a public official follow ng an inquest.

(m To adm nister additional welfare functions as are vested
in the departnment, including hospitalization.

(n) To act as an agent for the state departnent in matters
requested by the state departnment under the rules of the state

depart nent.

Loy—F " . )
: | el iaiblet " I I it . I
ot : Lol e £onit. |  dedi . .
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Sec. 115b. (1) The office shall assunme responsibility for

all children commtted to the state departnent by the juvenile
di vision of the probate court, FAMLY DI VISION OF Cl RCU T COURT,
or the court of general crimnal jurisdiction under the youth
rehabilitation services act, —Aet—No—3156—o6f—thePubl+e—-Aets—of

1974 PA 150, MCL 803.301 TO 803.309; AND 1935 PA 220, MCL 400. 201
TO 400. 214. Upon the recomendation of the office, the depart-
ment may provide institutional care, supervision in the conmuni-
ty, boarding care, hal fway house care, and other children and

yout h services and prograns necessary to neet the needs of those

children; or may obtain appropriate services fromother state
agenci es, |ocal public agencies, or private agencies. |If the
program of another state agency is considered to best serve the

needs of the child, the other state agency shall give priority to
the child.

(2) The departnent, acting in conpliance with policies and
st andards devel oped by the office, shall study and act upon a
request for service as to, or a report received of, neglect,
expl oi tati on, abuse, cruelty, or abandonnent of a child by a
parent, guardian, custodi an, NONPARENT ADULT, or person serving
in loco parentis, or a report concerning a child in need of
protection. On the basis of the findings of the study, the
departnent shall assure, where necessary, the provision of

appropriate social services to the child, parent, guardi an,
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cust odi an, NONPARENT ADULT, or person serving in |oco parentis,
to reinforce and suppl ement the parental capabilities, so that
t he behavior or situation causing the problemis corrected or the
child is otherwi se protected. The departnent in assuring the
provi sion of services, and in providing the services, shal
encourage participation by other existing governnmental units or
| i censed agencies and nmay contract with those agencies for the
purchase of any service within the scope of this subsection. The
departnment shall initiate action in an appropriate court if the
conduct of a parent, guardian, —er— custodi an, OR NONPARENT ADULT
requires. The departnent, in conjunction with the office, shal
promul gate rul es necessary for inplenenting the services autho-
rized in this subsection. The rules shall include provision for

| ocal citizen participation in the programto assure |ocal under-

standi ng, coordi nation, and cooperative action with other conmu-
nity resources. In the provision of services, there shall be
maxi mum utilization of other public, private, and voluntary

resources available within a community. AS USED IN TH S SUBSEC-
TION, "NONPARENT ADULT" MEANS A PERSON WHO MEETS ALL OF THE FQOL-
LOW NG CRI TERI A:

(A) 1S 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER

(B) HAS SUBSTANTI AL AND REGULAR CONTACT WTH THE CHI LD UNDER
THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE COURT UNDER SECTI ON 2(B) OF CHAPTER Xl I A
OF 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A 2.

(© IS NOT THAT CH LD S PARENT OR SOMEONE WHO ACTS I N LOCO
PARENTI S TO THE CHI LD UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE COURT UNDER
SECTION 2(B) OF CHAPTER XII A OF 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A. 2.
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(D) I'S NOT RELATED TO THE CHI LD UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF
THE COURT UNDER SECTION 2(B) OF CHAPTER XI1 A OF 1939 PA 288, MCL
712A. 2, BY BLOOD OR AFFINITY TO THE FOURTH DEGREE

(3) —When— | F an agency or organi zati on proposes to place
for adoption, with a person domciled in this state, a child who
is acitizen of or resides in — a country other than the United
States or Canada, the departnment shall conduct, wthin 180 days
after receipt of the request fromthe agency or organization, the
i nvestigation prescribed by section 46 of chapter X of —Aet
No—288—of —thePubHtAets—of 1939 —betrnrg——sect+on—716-46—-of—the
Meht-gan—Conptted—taws— 1939 PA 288, MCL 710.46. 1In a county
where the office determnes it to be nore feasible both geograph-
ically and econom cally, the departnment may purchase the adoption
services up to the actual cost of providing those services. The
departnent shall charge parent fees prescribed by the
| egi sl ature.

(4) The office —shatHt+—be— 1S responsible for the devel op-
ment, interpretation, and dissem nation of policy regarding
departnental investigations requested or ordered by the —proebate—
court under section 55(h) and the provision of foster care serv-
ices authorized by this act. Foster care services shall include
foster care of state wards, aid to dependent children foster
care, foster care of wards of the —Guventte—tiviston—of—the
ptobate— court placed under the care and supervision of the
departnent by order of the court, and voluntary parental place-

ment of children in foster care.
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