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HOUSE BILL No. 6219

November 5, 1998, Introduced by Rep. Basham and referred to the Committee on
Education.

A bill to anmend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revised school code,"
by anendi ng sections 1588 and 1599 (MCL 380. 1588 and 380. 1599)
and by addi ng section 1580.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

SEC. 1580. (1) BEA NNING I N THE 1999- 2000 SCHOOL YEAR, THE
PARENT OR OTHER PERSON | N PARENTAL RELATION OF A CHI LD REQUI RED
TO ATTEND SCHOOL UNDER THI S PART SHALL ENSURE THAT THE CHILD IS
NOT ABSENT FROM SCHOOL W THOUT VALI D EXCUSE, AS DEFI NED IN THE
POLI CY ESTABLI SHED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (2), FOR MORE THAN 5 DAYS IN
A SEMESTER. |IF A CH LD IS ABSENT FROM SCHOOL W THOUT VALI D
EXCUSE FOR MORE THAN 5 DAYS IN A SEMESTER IN VI CLATION OF THI' S
SECTION, THE CHILD I'S SUBJECT TO THE FI LI NG OF A PETI TION W TH
THE FAMLY DI VI SION OF Cl RCU T COURT AS REQUI RED UNDER SECTI ON
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1588 AND THE CH LD S PARENT OR OTHER PERSON | N PARENTAL RELATI ON
'S SUBJECT TO THE PENALTI ES UNDER SECTI ON 1599.

(2) NOT LATER THAN JULY 1, 1999, THE BOARD OF EACH SCHOOL
DI STRI CT, THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS OF EACH PUBLI C SCHOOL ACADEMY,
AND THE | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL BOARD OF EACH | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL
DI STRI CT SHALL DEVELOP AND ADOPT A POLI CY DEFI NI NG AN ABSENCE
FROM SCHOOL W THOUT VALI D EXCUSE FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S
SECTI ON. THE BQOARD, BOARD OF DI RECTORS, OR | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL
BOARD SHALL DI STRIBUTE THI S POLI CY TO EACH PUPI L' S PARENT OR
OTHER PERSON | N PARENTAL RELATI ON AT THE BEGQ NNI NG OF EACH SCHOOL
YEAR AND SHALL MAKE THE PCLI CY AVAI LABLE AT EACH SCHOOL AT OTHER
TIMES. THE DI STRI BUTI ON REQUI RED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON MAY BE
MADE BY | NCLUDI NG THE PCLICY IN A STUDENT HANDBOOK OR SI M LAR
PUBLI CATI ON THAT |'S DI STRI BUTED TO PARENTS EACH SCHOOL YEAR

Sec. 1588. (1) The attendance officer, after giving the
formal notice prescribed in section 1587, shall determ ne whet her
the parent or other person in parental relation has conplied with
the notice. —Fhe—

(2) I'F THE ATTENDANCE OFFI CER DETERM NES THAT A PARENT HAS
NOT' COVPLI ED W TH THE NOTI CE UNDER SECTI ON 1587 OR DETERM NES
THAT THERE IS A VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON 1580, THE attendance officer
shal | —rake— DO BOTH OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) MAKE a conpl ai nt agai nst the parent or other person in
parental relation having the |egal charge and control of the
child who fails to conply, OR WHO HAS VI OLATED SECTI ON 1580, to
the court having jurisdiction in the county of residence for

refusal or neglect to send the child to school. The court shal
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i ssue a warrant upon the conplaint and shall proceed to hear and
determne it in the sane nmanner as i s provided for other cases
under its jurisdiction.

(B) FILE A PETITION WTH THE FAMLY DIVISION OF CIRCU T
COURT ALLEG NG THAT THE CHILD IS WTHI N THE COURT' S JURI SDI CTI ON
UNDER SECTI ON 2(A) (3) OR 2(A)(4) OF CHAPTER XI| A OF 1939 PA 288,
MCL 712A. 2, AS APPLI CABLE.

Sec. 1599. (1) —A— EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED | N SUBSEC-
TION (2), A parent or other person in parental relation who fails
to conply with this part is guilty of a m sdenmeanor, punishable
by a fine of not |ess than $5. 00 —ne+— OR nore than $50. 00, or
i nprisonnment for not |less than 2 —ner— DAYS OR nore than 90 days,
or bot h.

(2) I'F A PARENT OR OTHER PERSON | N PARENTAL RELATION | S CON
VI CTED OF A VI OLATI ON OF SUBSECTION (1) BECAUSE THE CHILD IS
ABSENT FROM SCHOOL W THOUT VALI D EXCUSE FOR MORE THAN 5 DAYS IN A
SEMESTER I N VI OLATI ON OF SECTI ON 1580, I N ADDI TI ON TO THE PENAL-
TI ES PROVI DED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1), THE COURT MAY ORDER THE
PARENT OR OTHER PERSON | N PARENTAL RELATI ON TO PERFORM AT LEAST 4
HOURS OF COVMUNI TY SERVI CE OR TO SERVE AT LEAST 4 HOURS OF DETEN-
TION WTH THE CH LD AT THE CH LD S SCHOQOL.
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