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HOUSE BILL No. 6319

December 10, 1998, Introduced by Rep. Willard and referred to the Committee on
Senior Citizens and Veterans Affairs.

A bill to create a veterans onbudsman for each veterans

facility

inthis state; to prescribe the duties and responsibili -

ties of the veterans onbudsnen; and to prescribe the powers and

duties of certain state agencies and officials.

Sec.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

"vet erans onbudsnen act".

Sec.

(a)

2. As used in this act:

"Commanders group" neans the conmanders of the veterans

5 service organi zations recogni zed by the departnent of mlitary

6 and veterans affairs.

v

(b)

"QOrbudsman” neans an individual appointed under section

8 3to carry out the duties prescribed in section 4.

9

(c)
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"Veterans facility" means either of the follow ng:
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(1) The Grand Rapids hone for veterans.

(11) The D.J. Jacobetti hone for veterans.

Sec. 3. (1) A veterans onbudsman is created within the
departnent of mlitary and veterans affairs for each veterans
facility in this state.

(2) The governor shall appoint each of the onmbudsnen created
by subsection (1) froma |ist of persons submtted by the com
manders group. The appointnents shall be with the advice and
consent of the senate.

Sec. 4. The onbudsnen shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Serve as visible and effective advocates for veterans in
the veterans facilities.

(b) Receive conplaints froma veteran, relative of a veter-
an, or any other source concerning the services perfornmed at a
veterans facility or any other condition of a veterans facility
in this state.

(c) Investigate conplaints received under subdivision (b)
and make a witten report of the investigation.

(d) Distribute a copy of the report made under subdi vi sion
(c) to all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The person in charge of the veterans facility.

(11) The clerk of the house of representatives and the sec-
retary of the senate.

(11m) The director of the veterans affairs directorate
within the departnent of mlitary and veterans affairs.

(e) Make recommendations on ways to alleviate the causes of

each conpl aint received under subdivision (b).
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Sec. 5. (1) Each onbudsman shall serve for a 2-year term
unl ess renoved by the governor. An onbudsman nay succeed hinself
or herself. |If a vacancy occurs, the governor shall nake an
appoi ntment in the sane manner as the original appointnent.

(2) The governor may renove an onbudsman for inconpetence,
dereliction of duty, malfeasance, m sfeasance, or nonfeasance in
of fice, or any other good cause.

(3) Each onbudsman shall serve w thout conpensation
However, an onmbudsnman may be reinbursed for his or her actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of his or her
official duties as an onbudsnman. The expenses incurred shall be
paid froman appropriation within the departnment of mlitary and

veterans affairs for that purpose.
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