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SENATE BILL NO. 544

NHY 28, 1997, Introduced by Senator SCHUETTE and referred
So the Cormittee on Fam[ies, Mental Health and Human
ervi ces.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 203, entitled
"Foster care and adoption services act,"”
by anmendi ng section 2 (MCL 722.952) and by addi ng sections 4a and
4b.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Adoptee" neans a child who is to be adopted or who is
adopt ed.

(b) "Adoption attorney" nmeans that termas defined in sec-
tion 22 of the adoption code, —betng—secttron—710-22of—+the
Mehtgan—Corptted—taws— MCL 710. 22.

(c) "Adoption code" nmeans the M chi gan adoption code, chap-
ter X of —Aet—No—288—-of thePubt+e-Acts—of—1939—betng—sections

1621+t o—+16—+0—of—the Mechtgan—Conrmptted—taws— 1939 PA 288, MCL
710.21 TO 710. 70.
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(d) "Adoption facilitator” neans a child placing agency or
an adoption attorney.

(e) "Adoptive parent” neans the parent or parents who adopt
a child —purstant—to— | N ACCORDANCE W TH t he adopti on code.

(f) "Agency placenent"” neans that termas defined in section
22 of the adoption code, MCL 710. 22.

(g) "Child placing agency" neans that termas defined in
section 1 of —Aet—No—1t6—of thePubtt+e-Acts—of 1973 —betng—see—
tHHen—F22—1tt—of—theMehigan—Conptted—taws— 1973 PA 116, MCL
722. 111.

(h) "Departnment"” nmeans the —departrent—of—soctal——servtees—
FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY.

(i) "Direct placenent"” neans that termas defined in
section 22 of the adoption code, MCL 710. 22.

(j) "Foster care" neans placenent of a child outside the
child s parental hone by and under the supervision of a child
pl aci ng agency, the court, the departnent, or the departnment of
—frentat— COVMUNI TY heal t h.

(k) "Preplacenment assessnment” nmeans an assessnment of a pro-
spective adoptive parent as described in section 23f of the adop-
tion code, —beirng—seet+ron—7+1623F—oftheMechtgan—Conptted—tawnws—
MCL 710. 23F

(1) "SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY I N
VWHOSE CARE A CHI LD I'S PLACED FOR FOSTER CARE BY THE PROBATE COURT
UNDER CHAPTER XI'I A OF 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.1 TO 712A. 32.

SEC. 4A. (1) IF A CH LD HAS BEEN COW TTED TO THE CARE OF A
SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY UNDER CHAPTER XII A OF 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A. 1
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TO 712A. 32, THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL COWPLY W TH THI S
SECTI ON.

(2) NOT MORE THAN 2 DAYS AFTER A CHI LD S REMOVAL FROM HI S OR
HER HOME, THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY OR | TS PROTECTI VE SERVI CES
WORKER, OR BOTH, SHALL REFER THE CASE TO A KI NSHI P CARE
SPECI ALI ST. THE KI NSHI P CARE SPECI ALI ST SHALL | MVEDI ATELY | DEN-
TIFY, LOCATE, ASSESS, AND PLAN W TH RELATI VES OF THE CHI LD TO
DETERM NE WHETHER PLACEMENT W TH AN EXTENDED FAM LY MEMBER IS A
FEASI BLE ALTERNATI VE TO FOSTER CARE. NOT MORE THAN 30 DAYS AFTER
THE CHI LD S REMOVAL FROM HI S OR HER HOME, THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY
SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) MAKE A DECI SI ON REGARDI NG KI NSHI P CARE PLACEMENT.

(B) PROVI DE WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF THE DECI S| ON AND THE REASONS
FOR THE PLACEMENT DECI SION TO THE CHI LD S ATTORNEY, GUARDI AN,
GUARDI AN AD LI TEM MOTHER, FATHER, ATTORNEYS FOR THE CHILD S
MOTHER AND FATHER, ALL RELATI VES OR EXTENDED FAM LY MEMBERS WHO
HAVE EXPRESSED AN | NTEREST | N CARI NG FOR THE CHI LD, THE CHILD IF
THE CHILD |'S OLD ENOUGH TO BE ABLE TO EXPRESS AN OPl Nl ON REGARD-
| NG PLACEMENT, THE PROSECUTOR, AND ALL AGENCY WORKERS | NVOLVED
W TH THE CHI LD S WELFARE.

(C) SCHEDULE A REVI EW HEARI NG | N COURT TO COMVENCE NOT MORE
THAN 14 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF THE REPORT, OR NOT MORE THAN 45
DAYS AFTER THE CHI LD S REMOVAL FROM HI' S OR HER HOME, \WHI CHEVER
FI RST OCCURS.

(D) PROVIDE TO ALL PERSONS DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTI ON (2) ( B)
WRI TTEN NOTI CE OF THE SCHEDULED HEARI NG AND THE OPPORTUNI TY FOR
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THOSE PERSONS TO APPEAR AT THE HEARI NG AND PRESENT | NFORMATI ON OR
EVI DENCE TO THE COURT REGARDI NG THE PLACEMENT DECI SI ON.

(3) THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL STRI VE TO ACH EVE A PER-
MANENT PLACEMENT FOR THE CHI LD, | NCLUDI NG El THER A SAFE RETURN TO
THE CH LD S HOVE OR AN ADOPTI VE PLACEMENT, NO MORE THAN 12 MONTHS
AFTER THE CHILD | S REMOVED FROM H' S OR HER HOVE. THI' S 12- MONTH
GOAL SHALL NOT BE EXTENDED OR DELAYED FOR REASONS SUCH AS A
CHANGE OR TRANSFER OF STAFF OR WORKER AT THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY.

(4) I'F AN ADOPTIVE FAM LY FOR A CH LD HAS NOT BEEN | DENTI -
FIED WTH N 30 DAYS AFTER ENTRY OF AN ORDER OF TERM NATI ON OF
PARENTAL RI GHTS, THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL SUBM T THE NECES-
SARY | NFORMATI ON FOR I NCLUSI ON OF THE CHI LD I N THE DI RECTORY OF
CH LDREN DESCRI BED I N SECTI ON 8.

(5) THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL REQUI RE THAT | TS WORKER
MAKE MONTHLY VISITS TO THE HOVE OR FACILITY INWH CH THE CH LD IS
PLACED. THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL ALSO REQUI RE | TS WORKER TO
MONI TOR AND ASSESS | N- HOVE VI SI TATI ON BETWEEN THE CHI LD AND HI S
OR HER PARENTS. TO ENSURE THE OCCURRENCE OF I N-HOVE VISITS
REQUI RED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON, THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL
REQUI RE | TS WORKERS TO WORK A NUMBER OF HOURS QUTSI DE OF THE TRA-
DI TI ONAL WORKDAY TO ACCOMMODATE THE SCHEDULES OF THE | NDI VI DUALS
| NVOLVED.

(6) THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL OBTAI N FROM THE PARENT,
GUARDI AN, OR CUSTODI AN OF EACH CHI LD WHO I S PLACED I N FOSTER CARE
THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE CHI LD S MEDI CAL PROVI DER AND A SI GNED
DOCUMENT FOR THE RELEASE OF THE CH LD S MEDI CAL RECORDS. | F THE
PARENT, GUARDI AN, OR CUSTODI AN OF THE CHI LD REFUSES TO PROVI DE
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THE | NFORVATI ON, THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL PETI TI ON THE
PROBATE COURT UNDER SECTI ON 13A OF CHAPTER XI| A OF 1939 PA 288,
MCL 712A. 13A, FOR AN ORDER FOR THE PRODUCTI ON OF THE MEDI CAL
RECORDS. UNLESS DO NG SO WOULD CREATE AN UNREASONABLE BURDEN FOR
THE RELATIVE, FOSTER PARENT, OR OTHER CUSTODI AN, THE SUPERVI SI NG
AGENCY SHALL REQUI RE THAT A CH LD S MEDI CAL PROVI DER REMAI N CON
STANT DURI NG THE PERI OD IN WHI CH THE CHILD I'S I N FOSTER CARE.

(7) THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL DEVELOP A MEDI CAL PASSPORT
FOR EACH CHI LD WHO COVES UNDER | TS CARE. THE MEDI CAL PASSPORT
SHALL CONTAIN ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) ALL | NFORMATI ON REQUI RED BY POLI CY OR LAW TO BE PROVI DED
TO FOSTER PARENTS.

(B) BASI C MEDI CAL H STORY.

(C) A RECORD OF ALL | MVUNI ZATI ONS.

(D) ANY OTHER | NFORMATI ON CONCERNI NG THE CHI LD S PHYSI CAL
AND MENTAL HEALTH.

(8) EACH FOSTER CARE WORKER WHO TRANSFERS A CHI LD S MEDI CAL
PASSPORT TO ANOTHER FOSTER CARE WORKER SHALL SI GN AND DATE THE
PASSPORT, VERI FYI NG THAT HE OR SHE HAS SOUGHT AND OBTAI NED THE
NECESSARY | NFORVATI ON REQUI RED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (7) AND ANY ADDI -
TI ONAL | NFORMATI ON REQUI RED UNDER DEPARTMENT POLI CY. THE SUPER-
VI SI NG AGENCY SHALL PROVI DE A COPY OF EACH MEDI CAL PASSPORT TO
THE DEPARTMENT FOR MAI NTENANCE | N A CENTRAL LOCATI ON AND SHALL
SEND UPDATES TO THE DEPARTMENT EACH TI ME | NFORMATI ON | S ADDED TO
THE PASSPORT.

(9) IF A CH LD UNDER THE CARE OF A SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY | S
DI AGNOSED AS HAVI NG SUFFERED PHYSI CAL OR SEXUAL ABUSE OR
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EMOTI ONAL HARM THE SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY SHALL HAVE AN EXPERI ENCED
AND LI CENSED PRACTI TI ONER PERFORM A PSYCHOLOG CAL ASSESSMENT OF
THE CHI LD AND, | F APPROPRI ATE FOR THE CHI LD, REFER THE CHI LD FOR
TREATMENT.
SEC. 4B. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PUBLI SH AN ANNUAL REPORT CARD
FOR EACH SUPERVI SI NG AGENCY, COURT, AND COUNTY FAM LY | NDEPEN-
DENCE AGENCY, EVALUATI NG THE ACHI EVEMENTS OF THAT AGENCY, COURT,
OR COUNTY AGENCY I N OBTAI NIl NG PERVANENCY FOR CHI LDREN AND MAKI NG
RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR THE REMOVAL OF BARRI ERS TO PERMANENCY.
Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. 516
of the 89th Legislature is

enacted into | aw
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