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SENATE BILL NO. 616

June 24, 1997, Introduced by Senator DI NGELL and referred
to the Coomttee on Agriculture and Forestry.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 358, entitled
"An act to rePuIate t he possession of ferrets; to provide for the
licensing of ferrets; to provide for requirenents for inportation
and rabi es control procedures for ferrets; to provide for the
powers and duties of certain governnmental entities; to prescribe
pe?algles and provide renedies; and to repeal acts and parts of
acts,
by amendi ng section 2 (MCL 287.892).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 2. (1) A person shall not own or harbor a ferret over
12 weeks of age unless the ferret has a current vaccination
agai nst rabies with an approved rabi es vaccine adm nistered by a
veterinarian, except that rabies vaccinations are not required
for research ferrets kept at research facilities registered pur-
suant to the public health code, —Aet—No—368—-0f+thePubl+c—Acts
of —19+8—betrnrg—sections 33311061+t 3332521+of +theMechigan
Cotrptted—taws— 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.1101 TO 333. 25211
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(2) A person who owns or harbors a ferret that has bitten,
scratched, caused abrasions or contam nated with saliva or other
infectious material an open wound or nucous nenbrane of a human
being shall report the incident within 48 hours to the county
—ptbt+€— heal th depart nent.

(3) A person who owns or harbors a ferret that has poten-
tially exposed a person or other animal to rabies by biting,
scratching, causing abrasions, or contam nating open wounds or
mucous nenbranes wth saliva or other infectious material shall
handl e the ferret —+a— AS FOLLO\E:

(A) I N accordance with current published guidelines of the
centers of disease control and prevention |F THE FERRET, AT THE
TI ME OF THE | NCl DENT, WAS NOT VACCI NATED AS REQUI RED UNDER SUB-
SECTION (1).

(B) IN THE SAME MANNER AS REQUI RED FOR A DOG THAT HAS A CUR-
RENT VACCI NATI ON AGAI NST RABI ES WHEN THE DOG Bl TES A HUVAN BEI NG
| F THE FERRET, AT THE TI ME OF THE | NCl DENT, WAS VACCI NATED AS
REQUI RED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1).

(4) THE DEPARTMENT, THE DEPARTMENT OF COVMUNI TY HEALTH, OR A
CI TY, COUNTY, OR DI STRI CT HEALTH DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT REQUI RE
El THER OF THE FOLLON NG W TH RESPECT TO A FERRET DESCRI BED | N
SUBSECTI ON (3) (B):

(A) THAT THE FERRET BE EUTHANI ZED AND TESTED FOR RABI ES,
UNLESS THI S PROCEDURE | S REQUI RED FOR A DOG THAT HAS A CURRENT
VACCI NATI ON AGAI NST RABI ES WHEN THE DOG BI TES A HUMAN BEI NG
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(B) SUBJECT TO SECTION 7, THAT THE FERRET BE QUARANTI NED FOR
A PERI OD LONGER THAN THE QUARANTI NE PERI OD FOR A DOG THAT HAS A
CURRENT RABI ES VACCI NATI ON WHEN THE DOG BI TES A HUMAN BEI NG
(5 —4)— A person who owns or harbors a ferret shal
produce proof of a valid rabies certificate signed by a veteri -
narian for the ferret upon request of a | aw enforcenent agent or

ani mal control officer or the director.
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