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SENATE BILL NO. 824

Decenber 2, 1997, Introduced by Senator HOFFMAN and
referred to the Conmttee on Judiciary.

A bill to anmend 1961 PA 236, entitled
"Revi sed judicature act of 1961,"
by anendi ng section 803 (MCL 600.803), as anended by 1980 PA
129.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 803. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this sec-
tion, each county which is not part of a probate court district
created pursuant to sections 808 to 810 or previously created
pursuant to | aw shall have at |east 1 judge of probate. —Subjeet

of—probate—etHecttve Jantary—1+—198+— EFFECTI VE JANUARY 1, 1999,
THE COUNTY OF JACKSON SHALL HAVE 1 JUDGE OF PROBATE

(2) Each probate court district created pursuant to | aw

shal | have 1 judge of probate.
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(3) The counties of Berrien, Calhoun, |ngham -—Jackson;
Katarrazeoo,— Monroe, Miskegon, Saginaw, St. Cair, and WAasht enaw

shal | each have 2 judges of probate. —Stubjeet—to—section—S865-

(4) The counties of Cenesee, —and— Maconb, AND KALAMAZQOO
shal | each have 3 judges of probate.

(5) The county of Kent shall have 4 judges of probate.

(6) The county of Oakland shall have at |east 4 judges of
probate. The county board of comm ssioners, by a majority vote
of the menbers of the board, may provide for an additional judge
of probate when the board considers it necessary. The county of
Cakl and shall have not nore than 5 judges of probate. The addi-
tional probate judge shall be elected at the next general el ec-
tion which occurs not |less than 175 days after authorization by
the county board of comm ssioners. To insure that the judges of
probate are elected in different general elections and that not
nmore than 2 of the judges' terns expire at the sane tine, the
first termof the fifth probate judge shall expire on January 1
of the next odd nunbered year in which 2 existing regular terns
do not expire, except that the termshall be for not |less than 6
years.

(7) The county of Wayne shall have at |east 8 but not nore
than 12 judges of probate. The county board of conm ssioners, by
a mpjority vote of the nenbers of the board, may provide for
addi tional judges of probate when the county board of

conmi ssioners considers it necessary. The additional probate
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judges shall be elected at the next general election which occurs
not | ess than 175 days after the authorization by the county
board of comm ssioners. To insure that the judges of probate are
elected in different elections and that not nore than 3 of the
judges' terns expire at the sane tinme, the first termof a ninth
probate judge shall expire on January 1 of the next odd nunbered
year in which 3 existing regular terns do not expire, except that
the termshall be for not |less than 6 years. The first termof a
tenth probate judge shall be for 6 years. The first termof an
el eventh or twelfth probate judge shall expire on January 1 of
t he odd nunbered year in which a total of 4 existing regular
terms or ternms of sinultaneously authorized judgeshi ps do not
expire, except that the termshall be for not |less than 6 years.

(8) When 1 or nore new judges of probate are authorized in a
county pursuant to this section, the new judgeship or judgeships
shal | appear on the ballot separate and apart from ot her judici al

of fices of the sanme court in the primary and general el ection.
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