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SENATE BILL NO. 841

January 14, 1998, Introduced by Senators GEAKE, STEIL,
ON, BOUCHARD DI NGELL, . SM TH, PETERS and SHUGARS
and referred to the Committee on Fan1I|es Mental Health
and Human Servi ces.

A bill to anend 1982 PA 294, entitled
"Friend of the court act,
by anmendi ng section 3 (MCL 552.503), as anended by 1996 PA 365,
and by addi ng section 4b.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 3. (1) There is created in each judicial circuit of
this state an office of the friend of the court, except as pro-
vided in subsection (2).

(2) If each county in a multicounty judicial circuit has a
separate office of the friend of the court on the day before the
effective date of this act, each county in that circuit shal
have a separate office of the friend of the court on the effec-
tive date of this act. |f a vacancy occurs in the position of
the friend of the court in such a county, the chief judge may

merge the office of the friend of the court in that county with
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the office of the friend of the court in another county of the
judicial circuit.

(3) The head of each office is the friend of the court serv-
i ng under section 21(1) or appointed pursuant to section 23.

(4) Except as provided in this subsection, the friend of the
court is an enployee of the circuit court in the judicial circuit
served by the friend of the court. The friend of the court for
the third judicial circuit, and for any other judicial circuit in
whi ch the enpl oyees serving in the court are paid by the state,
is an enpl oyee of the state judicial council.

(5) The duties of the office shall be performed under the
direction and supervision of the chief judge.

(6) Each friend of the court shall take all necessary steps
to adopt office procedures to inplenent this act, suprenme court
rul es, and the recommendati ons of the bureau. Ofice of the
friend of the court duties shall be perfornmed in accordance with
the Elliott-Larsen civil rights act, —-Act—No—453—-of—thePubtte
Aets—of —1976,—bethrg——secttons 37+ 2101+ to 3+ 2804 of +theMechigan
Conpited—taws— 1976 PA 453, MCL 37.2101 TO 37.2804.

(7) An office of the friend of the court nust be open to the
public making available all of the office's services not |ess
than 20 hours each nonth during nontraditional office hours.

Thi s subsection shall not be construed to require an office of
the friend of the court to be open for a greater nunber of hours
t han bef ore —the—effective—date— ENACTMENT of the requirenent

under this subsection
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(8) THE OFFI CE SHALL PROVI DE THE Cl TI ZEN ADVI SORY COWM TTEE
W TH ALL RECORDS AND OTHER | NFORMATI ON THAT | S NECESSARY FOR THE
Cl TI ZEN ADVI SORY COWMM TTEE TO PERFORM | TS FUNCTI ONS AS PRESCRI BED
BY THI S ACT.

SEC. 4B. (1) A ClTIZEN ADVI SORY COM TTEE, | TS MEMBERS, AND
| TS STAFF SHALL CONSI DER A RECORD OR OTHER | NFORMATI ON TO WHI CH
THEY HAVE ACCESS | N ORDER TO PERFORM THEI R FUNCTI ONS UNDER THI S
ACT AS CONFI DENTI AL AND SHALL PROPERLY SAFEGUARD | TS USE AND
DI SCLOSURE.

(2) A PERSON LI STED | N SUBSECTI ON (1) WHO DI SCLOSES A RECORD
OR OTHER | NFORMATI ON DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTION (1) IS GUILTY OF A
M SDEMEANOR

(3) A CITIZEN ADVI SORY COMM TTEE MEMBER S UNAUTHORI ZED DI S-
CLOSURE OF A RECORD OR | NFORVATI ON DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTION (1) IS
GROUNDS FOR REMOVAL FROM THE BOARD.
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