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SENATE BILL NO. 884

Februar%le, 1998, | ntroduced by Senators BOUCHARD, NORTH
GOUGEQN, STEIL, HART and BENNETT and referred to the
Committee on Famlies, Mental Health and Human Servi ces.

A bill to amend 1937 (Ex Sess) PA 4, entitled
"An act relative to continuing tenure of office of certificated
teachers in public educational institutions; to provide for pro-
bationary periods; to regulate di scharges or denotions; to pro-
vide for resignations and | eaves of absence; to create a state
tenure comm ssSion and to prescribe the powers and duties thereof;
and to Prescrlbe penalties for violation of the provisions of
this act,"”
by anendi ng section 4a (MCL 38.104a), as added by 1987 PA 47.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
Sec. 4a. (1) As used in this section
(a) "Devel opnental disability" neans —an—+npat+rrent—of—gen—
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those—required—+for—aperson—who+s—renta-tyretarded— THAT TERM
AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 100A OF THE MENTAL HEALTH CODE, 1974 PA

258, MCL 330. 1100A.

(b) "Wtness" neans an all eged victimunder subsection (2)
who is either of the foll ow ng:

(1) A person under —15— 16 years of age.

(11) A person —15— 16 years of age or older with a devel op-
mental disability.

(2) This section only applies to a hearing hel d —ptrstant
t6— UNDER this article —where— IN WHICH a witness testifies as an
al l eged victimof sexual, physical, or psychol ogi cal abuse.
—psychoetegieat— AS USED I N TH' S SUBSECTI ON, " PSYCHOLOG CAL
abuse" neans an injury to —a—<€ht+d-—s— THE W TNESS S nental condi -
tion or welfare that is not necessarily permanent but results in
substantial and protracted, visibly denonstrable manifestations
of nmental distress.

(3) If pertinent, the witness shall be permtted the use of
dol s or mannequins, including, but not limted to, anatomcally
correct dolls or mannequins, to assist the witness in testifying
on direct and cross-exam nation.

(4) Awtness who is called upon to testify shall be permt-
ted to have a support person sit with, acconpany, or be in close
proximty to the wtness during his or her testinony. A notice

of intent to use a support person shall name the support person
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identify the relationship the support person has with the
W tness, and —shatt— give notice to all parties to the proceedi ng
that the wtness may request that the named support person sit
with the witness when the witness is called upon to testify
during any stage of the proceeding. The notice of intent to use
a naned support person shall be served upon all parties to the
proceedi ng. The controlling board shall rule on any objection to
the use of a nanmed support person prior to the date at which the
W tness desires to use the support person.

(5 In a hearing under this section, all persons not neces-
sary to the proceedi ng shall be excluded during the witness's
testi nony.

(6) This section is in addition to other protections or pro-
cedures afforded to a witness by law or court rule.

A Thi . v I . beainm :
Jantatry—1—1988—-
8)—TFhis—secti+on—shatH—take—effect—Janvary—31,—1988—
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