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SENATE BILL NO. 961

March 3, 1998, Introduced by Senators GEAKE, GAST, ROCERS,

Cl SKY, DI NGELL, PETERS, V. SM TH and JAYE and referred to
%he Commttee on Famlies, Mental Health and Human
ervi ces.

A bill to anend 1846 RS 84, entitled
"OF divorce,"
by anmendi ng section 15 (MCL 552.15), as anended by 1996 PA 9.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 15. (1) After the filing of a conplaint in an action
to annul a marriage or for a divorce or separate naintenance, on
the notion of either party or the friend of the court, or on the
court's own notion, the court may enter —steh—orders— AN ORDER
concerning the care, custody, and support of the mnor children
of the parties during the pendency of the action as the court
consi ders proper and necessary. HOANEVER, THE COURT SHALL NOT
| SSUE AN EX PARTE ORDER GRANTI NG CUSTODY OF A CH LD OR AWARDI NG
POSSESSI ON OF THE MARI TAL DWELLI NG Subject to section 16a, the
court may al so order support as provided in this subsection for

the parties' children who are not m nor children.
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(2) Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the court
shal | order support in an anount determ ned by application of the
child support fornula devel oped by the state friend of the court
bureau. The court may enter an order that deviates fromthe for-
mula if the court determnes fromthe facts of the case that
application of the child support fornula would be unjust or inap-
propriate and sets forth in witing or on the record all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) The support anmount determ ned by application of the

child support fornula.

(b) How the support order deviates fromthe child support
f ormul a.

(c) The value of property or other support awarded in |ieu
of the paynent of child support, if applicable.

(d) The reasons why application of the child support formnul a
woul d be unjust or inappropriate in the case.

(3) Subsection (2) does not prohibit the court fromentering
a support order that is agreed to by the parties and that devi -
ates fromthe child support formula, if the requirenents of sub-
section (2) are net.

(4) Beginning January 1, 1991, each support order entered by
the court shall provide that each party shall keep the office of
the friend of the court informed of both of the foll ow ng:

(a) The nane and address of his or her current source of
incone. As used in this subdivision, "source of incone" neans
that termas defined in section 2 of the support and parenting
time enforcenent act, —Aet—No—295—-o6f—thePublecActs—of—1982-
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berng—seetton—552-662—of—t+he—M-ehigan—Conpited—taws— 1982 PA 295,
MCL 552. 602.

(b) Any health care coverage that is available to himor her
as a benefit of enploynent or that is maintained by himor her;
the name of the insurance conpany, nonprofit health care corpora-
tion, or health nmai ntenance organi zation; the policy, certifi-
cate, or contract nunber; and the nanes and birth dates of the
persons for whose benefit he or she maintains health care cover-
age under the policy, certificate, or contract.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "support” may include
paynment of the expenses of nedical, dental, and other health
care, child care expenses, and educational expenses. |If a sup-
port order is entered, the court shall require that 1 or both
parents shall obtain or maintain any health care coverage that is
available to them at a reasonable cost, as a benefit of enploy-
ment, for the benefit of the mnor children of the parties and,
subj ect to section 16a, for the benefit of the parties' children
who are not mnor children. |If a parent is self-enployed and
mai ntai ns health care coverage, the court shall require the
parent to obtain or maintain dependent coverage for the benefit
of the mnor children of the parties and, subject to section 16a,
for the benefit of the parties' children who are not mnor chil-
dren, if available at a reasonabl e cost.

(6) Orders concerning the support of children of the parties

are enforceable as provided in the support and parenting tine

enforcenent act, —Act—No—295o6fthePubtie-Aets—of—1982—betrng
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1 seettonrs—552-6061+to0 55265006t theMehigan—Conpttet—taws— 1982
2 PA 295, MCL 552.601 TO 552. 650.

3 (7) The court may waive jurisdiction of any mnor children
4 under the age of 17 during the pendency of the action to the pro-
5 bate court, to be governed by the laws of this state with respect

6 to dependent and negl ected children under the age of 17 years.
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