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SENATE BILL NO. 1210

June 11, 1998, Introduced by Senator STEIL and referred to the
Committee on Famlies, Mental Health and Human Servi ces.

A bill to anmend 1978 PA 642, entitled
"Revi sed probate code, "
by anmendi ng section 424 (MCL 700.424), as anended by 1996 PA 8.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 424. (1) A person interested in the welfare of a
mnor, or amnor if HE OR SHE IS 14 years of age or ol der, may
petition for the appointnment of a guardian of the mnor. The
court may order the —departrent—of——soctat—serviees— FAMLY | NDE-
PENDENCE AGENCY or an enpl oyee or agent of the court to conduct
an investigation of the proposed guardianship and file a witten
report of the investigation.

(2) The court may appoint a guardian for an unmarried m nor
if —any— 1 OR MORE of the follow ng circunstances exist:

(a) The parental rights of both parents or of the surviving

parent have been term nated or suspended by prior court order, by
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j udgnment of divorce or separate mai ntenance, by death, by
judicial determ nation of nental inconpetency, by di sappearance,
or by confinenent in a place of detention.

(b) The parent or parents have permtted the mnor to reside
wi th anot her person and have not provided the other person with
| egal authority for the care and nai nt enance of the m nor.

(c) Al of the foll ow ng:

(1) The mnor's biological parents have never been married
to one anot her.

(11) The mnor's parent who has custody of the m nor dies or
is mssing and the other parent has not been granted | egal cus-
tody under court order.

(11m) The person whomthe petition asks to be appointed
guardian is related to the mnor within the fifth degree by mar-
ri age, bl ood, or adoption.

(D) THE APPO NTMENT | S NECESSARY FOR THE M NOR S | MVEDI ATE
PHYSI CAL, MENTAL, OR EMOTI ONAL WELL- BEI NG

(3) IF 1 OF THE REASONS A GUARDI AN IS APPO NTED IS THE Cl R-
CUMSTANCE DESCRI BED | N SUBSECTI ON (2) (D), THE COURT SHALL REFER
THE CHI LD TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT THAT | S RESPONSI BLE FOR
CHI LDREN S PROTECTI VE SERVI CES.

(4) 3)— Alimted guardian of a mnor may petition to be
appoi nted a guardian for that mnor, except that the petition
shal | not be based upon suspension of parental rights by the
order that appointed that person the |imted guardi an of that

m nor .
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(5 —4)— A guardian appointed by will as provided in
section 422 whose appointnent is not prevented or nullified under
section 423 has priority over a guardi an who may be appoi nted by
the court. The court may proceed with an appoi ntment upon a
finding that the testanentary guardian has failed to accept the
testanentary appoi ntnent within 30 days after notice of the
guar di anshi p proceedi ng.

(6) 5)— For the welfare of the mnor ward, the court may
at any tinme order reasonabl e support and reasonabl e parenting

time and contact of the mnor ward by his or her parents.
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