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SENATE BILL NO. 1212

June 11, 1998, Introduced by Senator V. SMTH and referred to the
Committee on Famlies, Mental Health and Human Servi ces.

A bill to amend 1994 PA 203, entitled
"Foster care and adoption services act,"”
by amendi ng section 6 (MCL 722. 956).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 6. (1) An adoption facilitator shall do all of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Provide —eH-ents— A CLIENT with needed services rel ated
to adoption, including postadoption services, or nmake referrals
to avail able resources in the community. The adoption facilita-
tor shall enphasize the inportance and availability of counseling
for all parties to an adoption and explain that the prospective
adoptive parent is required to pay for counseling for the birth
parent or guardian unless the birth parent or guardi an wai ves the

counsel i ng.
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(b) Provide each individual who inquires about services with
t he panphl et describing the adoption process prepared by the
departnment under section 115m of the social welfare act, —Aet
No—280—of—thePubHtAets—of 1939 —betrng——sectton—460—1i5mof—the
Mehtgan—Corptted—taws— 1939 PA 280, MCL 400. 115M  Wen provi d-
ing services to an adoption client, the adoption facilitator
shall review the panphlet with the client and nmake sure the
client understands the various alternatives that are available in

t he adoption process and how to get access to all of the

fol | ow ng:
(1) The directory of children produced by the departnent
—pur-stant—to— UNDER section 8.

(11) The information contained in the registry of adoptive
homes mai ntai ned by the departnent —purstant—te— UNDER section
8.

(11m) The public information fornms on adoption facilitators
mai nt ai ned by the departnment pursuant to section 14d of —Aet
No—tt6—of—thePublecActs—of 1973, —being—section—722124dof the
M-ehi-gan—Corpited—taws— 1973 PA 116, MCL 722. 124D.

(c) Prepare and provide to each individual who inquires
about services a witten docunent that includes all of the fol-
| ow ng i nformation:

(1) Types of adoptions the adoption facilitator handles.

(11) A description of the services that the adoption facili-
tator provides.

(11m) A description of services that are avail abl e by

referral
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(mv) Eligibility requirements the adoption facilitator has
for adoptive famlies, if any.

(v) If the adoption facilitator is a child placing agency,
t he procedure used, or range of options the agency offers, for
sel ecting a prospective adoptive parent for a child, including
the role of the child' s parent or guardian in the selection
process.

(vi) The extent to which the adoption facilitator permts or
encour ages the exchange of identifying information or contact

bet ween bi ol ogi cal and adoptive parents.

(vim) A description of postfinalization services that the
adoption facilitator provides, if any.

(viil) A schedule of all fees that the adoption facilitator
charges for adoption services.

(1xX) A statenent that each party to an adoption has a right
to i ndependent representation by an attorney and that 1 attorney
may not represent both the biological parents or guardi an and the
prospecti ve adoptive parents.

(d) Insure that each prospective adoptive parent conpletes

an orientation programconsistent with requirenents for orienta-

tion prograns devel oped under admi nistrative rules by the
depart nent.

(E) PROVI DE A PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT W TH ALL OF THE
FOLLOW NG REGARDI NG THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTEE:

(1) I'F NOT ALREADY PROVI DED UNDER SECTI ON 27 OF CHAPTER 10
OF 1939 PA 288, MCL 710. 27, THE ADOPTEE' S NONI DENTI FYI NG
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| NFORMATI ON AS LI STED AND DESCRI BED BY SECTION 27(1) AND (2) OF
CHAPTER X OF 1939 PA 288, MCL 710. 27.

(11) THE PETI TION OR PETI TI ONS THAT RESULTED | N EACH PLACE-
MENT OF THE CHI LD.

(11m) INITIAL AND ALL UPDATED CASE SERVI CE PLANS CONCERNI NG
THE CH LD THAT WERE COWPI LED DURI NG EACH FOSTER CARE PLACEMENT,
VWHETHER | N FOSTER CARE, ADOPTI ON, OR OTHERW SE.

(F) NO LATER THAN THE TI ME OF THE PREADOPTI VE OR ADOPTI VE
PLACEMENT, PREPARE AND PROVI DE TO THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT
VWRI TTEN VERI FI CATI ON THAT ALL OF THE | NFORVATI ON DESCRI BED | N
SUBDI VI SI ON (E) HAS BEEN PROVI DED TO THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE
PARENT.

(G NOT LATER THAN THE Tl ME OF THE ADOPTEE S PREADOPTI VE
PLACEMENT W TH THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT, HOLD A CONFERENCE
W TH THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT AND DO ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG
DURI NG THAT CONFERENCE:

(1) REVI EW AND DI SCUSS THE | NFORVATI ON PROVI DED TO THE PRO
SPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT UNDER SUBDI VI SI ON (E).

(11) DI SCLOSE TO THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT ALL OTHER
| NFORMATI ON KNOAN BY OR AVAI LABLE TO THE ADCPTI ON FACI LI TATOR
REGARDI NG THE ADOPTEE' S MEDI CAL AND PSYCHOLOG CAL NEEDS.

(111) PREPARE AND PROVI DE TO THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT
A LI ST OF THE ADOPTEE' S MEDI CAL AND PSYCHOLOG CAL NEEDS THAT ARE
| DENTI FI ED AND DI SCUSSED DURI NG THE CONFERENCE.

(1v) PREPARE WRI TTEN VERI FI CATI ON FOR THE SI GNATURES OF THE
ADOPTI ON FACI LI TATOR AND THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE PARENT THAT THE
CONFERENCE WAS HELD AS REQUI RED BY THI S SUBDI VI SI ON, AND PROVI DE
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1 ACOPY OF THIS WRI TTEN VERI FI CATI ON TO THE PROSPECTI VE ADOPTI VE
2 PARENT.
3 (2) The information required under subsection (1) shall be
4 provided wthout cost to the biological parent or guardian or

5 prospective adoptive parent.
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