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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 5678 ASINTRODUCED 4-25-00

Currently, under provisions in the Public Health Code, before final disposition of a dead
fetus, afuneral director or person assuming responsibility for the final disposition of a dead fetusis
required to obtain written authorization fromthe parent or parents. The authorization can allow final
disposition to be by afuneral director, the person in charge of the health facility where the fetuswas
delivered, or aninstitution or agency authorized by law to accept donated bodies or fetuses. Thehill
would amend the code to also alow final disposition to be by a health professional who delivered
the fetus outside of a health facility. In addition, the bill would require that al pathological waste
that consisted of the products of human conception consisting of an embryo, neonate, or fetuswould
have to be disposed of only by cremation and burial of the remainsin a cemetery or by direct buria
in acemetery.

Further, the bill would specify that a licensee providing obstetrical services or abortion
services outside of a health facility would have to dispose of adead embryo or neonate by cremation
and burial of the remains in a cemetery or by direct burial in a cemetery. If the licensee had been
authorized to be responsible for final disposition of a dead fetus, it would also have to be disposed
of by cremation and burial of the remains or by direct burial in a cemetery. The above provisions
would also apply to hedlth facilitiesand agenciesthat provide obstetrical or abortion services or that
were authorized to dispose of a dead fetus.
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