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HB4587, As Passed House, October 21, 1999

SUBSTITUTE FOR
HOUSE BILL NO. 4587

A bill to protect against interest, fines, penalties, and

ot her fees and finance charges by political

subdi vi si ons for

billing errors caused by conputer date failures; and to repeal

acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. As used in this act:
(a) "Conputer" means a hi gh-speed data

processi ng device

that performs logical, arithnetic, or nenory functions by the

mani pul ati ons of electronic or nmagnetic inpulses and includes al

i nput, output, processing, storage, or comunication facilities

that are connected or related to the device.
(b) "Conputer date failure" neans a nal

but not limted to, the mal function of an el

function, including,

ectronic or

mechani cal device or the inability of a conputer, a conputer

network, a conputer program conputer software, an enbedded chip,
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or a conmputer systemto accurately store, process, receive, or
transmt data, that is caused directly or indirectly by the fail-
ure of a conputer, a conmputer network, a conputer program com
puter software, an enbedded chip, or a conputer systemto accu-
rately or properly recogni ze, calculate, display, sort, or other-
W se process dates or tines in the years 1999 and 2000 and
beyond.

(c) "Conputer network" nmeans an interconnection of 2 or nore
conputers or conputer systens by satellite, mcrowave, |ine,
cable, wiring, or other comunication nediumw th the capability
to transmt information anong the conputers or conputer systens.

(d) "Conputer program neans an ordered set of data-coded
instructions or statenments that when executed by a conputer cause
the conputer systemto process data or performspecific
functions.

(e) "Conputer software" neans a set of conputer prograns,
procedures, and associ ated docunentation related to the operation
of a conputer, conmputer system or conputer network.

(f) "Conputer systeni neans a conbination of a conputer or a
conputer network with the docunentation, conputer software, or
physical facilities supporting the conputer or conputer network.

(g) "Enbedded chi p" nmeans a single or nmultiple mcroproces-
sor chip that operates in conjunction with software, including
software on the chip itself, and that in sone way controls a
devi ce or equipnent, including, but not limted to, a conputer or

ot her el ectronic or nechani cal device.
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(h) "Political subdivision" nmeans a munici pal corporation,
county, county road conm ssion, township, charter township,
school district, community college district, port district, net-
ropolitan district, or transportation authority, or a conbination
of these when acting jointly; a district or authority authorized
by law or fornmed by 1 or nore political subdivisions; or an
agency, departnent, court, board, or council of a political
subdi vi si on

Sec. 2. If a conputer date failure, including, but not
limted to, a failure to detect, disclose, prevent, report on, or
remedi ate a conputer date failure, directly or indirectly results
inabilling error by a political subdivision for goods or serv-
ices, including, but not limted to, utility service, provided to
a person, or an error in the determ nation or assessnent of a fee
or tax payable by a person to a political subdivision, the polit-
i cal subdivision shall not assess, charge to, or collect fromthe
person interest, penalties, fines, or other fees or finance
charges on the anount of the error.

Sec. 3. This act is repealed January 1, 2003.

Sec. 4. This act does not take effect unless House Bill No.

4469 gnd House Bill No. 4588 of the 90th Legislature are enacted
into | aw. |
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