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HB4817, As Passed House, September 30, 1999

SUBSTITUTE FOR
HOUSE BILL NO. 4817

A bill to anmend 1982 PA 294, entitled
"Friend of the court act,"”
by anmendi ng sections 2a and 9 (MCL 552. 502a and 552. 509),
section 2a as added by 1996 PA 366 and section 9 as anended by
1998 PA 63, and by adding section 9a.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 2a. As used in this act:

(a) "Medical assistance" neans nedi cal assistance as estab-
i shed under title XIX of the social security act, chapter 531,
49 Stat. 620, 42 U . S.C. 1396 to —1396v— 1396f, 1396g-1 TO
1395r-6, AND 1396r-8 TO 1396v.

(b) "Ofice" and "office of the friend of the court” nean
—tHhe— AN agency created in section 3.

(c) "Payer" means a person ordered by the circuit court to

pay support.
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(d) "Public assistance" neans cash assi stance provi ded under
the social welfare act, —Act—No—280—o6f—thePubtie-Aets—of—1939-

1939 PA 280, 400.1 TO 400. 119B.

(e) "Recipient of support” neans the foll ow ng:

(1) The spouse, if the support order orders spousal
support.

(11) The custodial parent or guardian, if the support order
orders support for a mnor child or a child who is 18 years of
age or ol der.

(1m1) The famly independence agency, if support has been
assigned to that departnent.

(f) "State advisory conmttee" neans the commttee estab-

i shed by the bureau under section 19.

(G "STATE DI SBURSEMENT UNI T" OR "SDU' MEANS THE ENTITY
ESTABLI SHED I N SECTION 6 OF THE OFFI CE OF CH LD SUPPCORT ACT, 1971
PA 174, MCL 400. 236.

(H —g)— "Support” neans all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The paynment of noney for a child or a spouse ordered by
the circuit court, whether the order is enbodied in an interim
tenporary, permanent, or nodified order or judgnment. Support may
i ncl ude paynent of the expenses of nedical, dental, and other
health care, child care expenses, and educati onal expenses.

(11) The paynent of noney ordered by the circuit court under
the paternity act, —Act—No—205of—thePubHHecAets—of—1956— 1956
PA 205, MCL 722.711 TO 722.730, for the necessary expenses

incurred by or for the nother in connection with her confinenent,
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—or—of— FOR ot her expenses in connection with the pregnancy of
the nother, OR FOR THE REPAYMENT OF GENETI C TESTI NG EXPENSES.

(11m) A surcharge accumul ated under section 3a of the sup-
port and parenting tinme enforcenent act, —beirng—seet+on—

MCL 552. 603a. —of—theM-echtgan—Conptted—tanws—

(I') —h)— "Support and parenting time enforcenent act" neans
—Act—No—295—of —thePubleActs—of 1982 —betng—seet+ons—552-66%
to—552-650—of—theMechi-gan—Conptted—tans— 1982 PA 295,

MCL 552. 601 TO 552. 650.

(J) —H)— "Support order" nmeans an order entered by the cir-
cuit court for the paynent of support in a sumcertain, whether
in the formof a lunp sumor a periodic paynent.

Sec. 9. (1) Except as otherw se provided I N SUBSECTI ONS (2)
AND (3) ORin the order or judgnent, after a support order is
entered in a donestic relations matter, the office shall receive

—aH——payrents—of—support—orders—and—serviee—+fees— EACH PAYMENT
AND SERVI CE FEE UNDER THE SUPPCRT ORDER; shall, not |ess than

once each nonth, record —the—suppert—payrents— EACH SUPPORT
PAYMENT due, paid, and past due; and shall disburse —atH—support
payrents— EACH SUPPORT PAYMENT to the recipient of support within
14 days after the office receives each paynent OR WTH N THE FED-
ERALLY MANDATED TI ME FRAME, VH CHEVER | S SHORTER

(2) AN OFFI CE SHALL RECEI VE SUPPORT ORDER AND SERVI CE FEE
PAYMENTS, AND SHALL DI SBURSE SUPPORT, AS REQUI RED BY SUBSECTI ON
(1) UNTIL THE STATE DI SBURSEMENT UNI T | MPLEMENTS SUPPORT AND FEE
RECEI PT AND DI SBURSEMENT FOR THE CASES ADM NI STERED BY THAT
OFFI CE. AT THE FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY' S DI RECTI ON AND I N
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COOPERATI ON W TH THE SDU, AN OFFI CE SHALL CONTI NUE SUPPORT AND
FEE RECEI PT AND SUPPORT DI SBURSEMENT TO FACI LI TATE THE TRANSI TI ON
OF THAT RESPONSI BI LI TY TO THE SDU AS DI RECTED IN, AND I N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH THE TRANSI TI ON SCHEDULE DEVELOPED AS REQUI RED BY, THE
OFFI CE OF CHI LD SUPPCORT ACT, 1971 PA 174, MCL 400.231 TO
400. 239.

(3) AFTER SDU SUPPORT AND FEE RECEI PT AND DI SBURSEMENT | S
| MPLEMENTED IN A CIRCU T COURT CIRCU T, THE OFFI CE FOR THAT COURT
MAY ACCEPT A SUPPORT PAYMENT MADE | N CASH OR BY CASH ER S CHECK
OR MONEY ORDER. | F THE OFFI CE ACCEPTS SUCH A PAYMENT, THE OFFI CE
SHALL TRANSM T THE PAYMENT TO THE SDU AND SHALL | NFORM THE PAYER
OF THE SDU S LOCATI ON AND THE REQUI REMENT TO MAKE PAYMENTS
THROUGH THE SDU.

(4) PROVWPTLY AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT
THAT ADDED THI S SUBSECTI ON, EACH OFFI CE SHALL ESTABLI SH AND MNAI N-
TAIN THE SUPPORT ORDER AND ACCOUNT RECORDS NECESSARY TO ENFORCE
SUPPORT ORDERS AND NECESSARY TO RECORD OBLI GATI ONS, SUPPORT AND
FEE RECEI PT AND DI SBURSEMENT, AND RELATED PAYMENTS. EACH OFFI CE
SHALL PROVI DE THE SDU W TH ACCESS TO THOSE RECORDS AND SHALL
ASSI ST THE SDU TO RESOLVE SUPPORT AND FEE RECEI PT AND DI SBURSE-
MENT PROBLEMS RELATED TO | NADEQUATE | DENTI FYI NG | NFORMATI ON.

(5 —|2)— The office shall provide annually to each party,
w t hout charge, 1 statenent of account upon request. Additional
statenents of account shall be provided at a reasonable fee suf-
ficient to pay for the cost of reproduction. Statenents provided
under this subsection are in addition to statenments provided for

adm ni strative and judicial hearings.
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(6) |3)— The office shall initiate and carry out
proceedi ngs to enforce an order entered in a donestic relations
matter regardi ng custody, parenting tine, health care coverage,
or support in accordance with this act, the support and parenting
time enforcenent act, and suprene court rules.

(7) —4)— Upon request of a child support agency of another
state, the office shall initiate and carry out certain proceed-
ings to enforce support orders entered in the other state w thout
the need to register the order as a donestic relations matter in
this state. The order shall be enforced using automated adm nis-
trative enforcenment actions authorized under the support and par-
enting time enforcenent act. —31982PA295—ME552-661+to
552-656—

SEC. 9A. THE DEPARTMENT, THE SDU, AND EACH OFFI CE OF THE
FRI END OF THE COURT SHALL COOPERATE I N THE TRANSI TI ON TO THE CEN-
TRALI ZED RECEI PT AND DI SBURSEMENT OF SUPPORT AND FEES. AN OFFI CE
OF THE FRI END OF THE COURT SHALL CONTI NUE TO RECEI VE AND DI SBURSE
SUPPORT AND FEES THROUGH THE TRANSI TI ON, BASED ON THE SCHEDULE
DEVELOPED AS REQUI RED BY SECTION 6 OF THE OFFI CE OF CH LD SUPPCRT
ACT, 1971 PA 174, MCL 400. 236, AND MODI FI CATI ONS TO THAT SCHEDULE
AS THE DEPARTMENT CONSI DERS NECESSARY.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take
ef fect unl ess House Bill No. 4816 of the 90th Legislature is

enacted into | aw
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