HB5243, As Passed House, June 8, 2000

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 5243

A bill to amend 1990 PA 187, entitled
"The pupil transportation act,"
by amendi ng section 55 (MCL 257.1855), as anmended by 2000 PA 49.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CH GAN ENACT:

Sec. 55. (1) A school bus driver shall actuate alternately
flashing lights only when the school bus is stopped or stopping
on a highway or private road for the purpose of receiving or dis-
charging pupils in the manner provided in this act. A school bus
driver shall not actuate the alternately flashing |ights when
operating on a public highway or private road and transporting
passengers primarily other than school pupils.

(2) The driver of a school bus while operating upon the
publ i c hi ghways or private roadways open to the public shal
recei ve or discharge pupils fromthe bus in the follow ng
manner :
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(a) If pupils are required to cross the roadway, the driver
of a school bus equipped with only the alternately flashing over-
head red lights in accordance with section 17 shall activate the
alternately flashing overhead red |ights not |ess than 200 feet
before the stop, stop the school bus as far to the right side of
the roadway or private road as possible to provide for the safety
of the pupils being boarded or discharged, and continue to acti -
vate the alternately flashing overhead red lights while receiving
or discharging pupils. Before resum ng notion, the driver shal
deactivate these lights and allow congested traffic to disperse
where practicable. The deactivation of these lights is the
signal for stopped traffic to proceed.

(b) If the pupils are required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equipped with red and anber alternately
flashing overhead lights in accordance with section 19 shal
activate the alternately flashing overhead anber |ights not |ess
than 200 feet before the stop, stop the bus as far to the right
side of the roadway or private road as is possible to provide for
the safety of the pupils being boarded or discharged, deactivate
the alternately flashing overhead anber |ights, and activate the
alternately flashing overhead red |ights while receiving or dis-
charging pupils. Before resum ng notion, the driver shall deac-
tivate these lights and all ow congested traffic to disperse where
practicable. The deactivation of these lights is the signal for
stopped traffic to proceed.

(c) If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway and
where the road has adequate width for the school bus to be pulled
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to the far right of the roadway or private road allowing traffic
to flow and to provide for the safety of pupils being boarded or
di scharged, the driver may activate the hazard warning |ights not
| ess than 200 feet before the stop and continue to display the
lights until the process of receiving or dischargi ng passengers
has been conpleted if the lawful speed Iimt is 35 mles per hour
or less. Before resum ng notion, the driver shall deactivate
these lights. The driver of a school bus shall only use this
procedure at stops where the school adm nistrator or person or
entity under contract with a school to provide pupil transporta-
tion services has approved its use. |If this hazard warning |ight
option is not used, the driver shall use the appropriate proce-
dure in subdivision (a) or (b) as if pupils were required to
cross the roadway.

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (c), if the pupils are
not required to cross the roadway and where the bus may be pulled
off the roadway or private road or where the road has adequate
width for the school bus to be pulled off to the far right of the
roadway or private road | eaving the normal traffic flow unob-
structed and to provide for the safety of pupils being boarded or
di scharged, the driver may activate the hazard warning |ights not
| ess than 200 feet before the stop and continue to display the
lights until the process of receiving or dischargi ng passengers
has been conpleted. Before resum ng notion, the driver shal
deactivate these lights. The driver of a school bus shall only
use this procedure at stops where the school adm nistrator or
entity under contract with a school to provide pupi
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transportation services has approved its use. |If this hazard
warning light option is not used, the driver shall use the appro-
priate procedure in subdivision (a) or (b) as if pupils were
required to cross the roadway.

(e) The distance of not |ess than 200 feet required for
light activation by this subsection shall be nmeasured on the
roadway or private road on which the stop is nmade for receiving
or discharging pupils.

(3) Pupils crossing the roadway upon bei ng discharged froma
school bus shall cross in front of the stopped school bus. If a
school district authorizes its school bus drivers to signal
pupils to cross in front of the stopped school bus, the signal
shall be uniformthroughout the school district.

(4) The driver of a school bus shall not stop the bus for
t he purpose of receiving or discharging pupils in the follow ng
I nst ances:

(a) Wthin 200 feet of a public highway or roadway intersec-
tion unless the stop is approved by the school adm nistrator or
entity under contract with a school to provide pupil transporta-
tion services.

(b) Upon a limted access highway or freeway, or upon any
ot her highway or roadway that has been divided into 2 roadways by
| eavi ng an interveni ng space, a physical barrier, or clearly
di vi ded sections so constructed as to inpede vehicular traffic if
the pupils are required to cross the highway or roadway.

(c) Upon a highway or roadway constructed or marked to
permt 3 or nore separate | anes of vehicular traffic in either
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direction if the pupils are required to cross the highway or
r oadway.

(5) The driver of a school bus when using the alternately
flashing overhead red lights shall not stop the bus on any high-
way or roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging pupils
under the follow ng conditions:

(a) If the lawmful speed Iimt is nore than 35 mles per hour
and the stopped bus is not clearly and continuously visible to
approachi ng vehicles on that highway or roadway for at |east 400
feet. \When the distance fromthe stopped bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway is |ess than 400 feet, clear and continuous
visibility nmust be available fromthe bus to the end of the high-
way or roadway.

(b) If the lawful speed Iimt is 35 mles per hour or |ess
and the stopped bus is not clearly and continuously visible to
approachi ng vehicles on that highway or roadway, for at |east 200
feet. \When the distance fromthe stopped bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway is |ess than 200 feet, clear and continuous
visibility nmust be available fromthe bus to the end of the high-
way or roadway.

(c) Wthin 50 feet of an intersection if the intersection is
controlled by a traffic stop and go signal.
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(6) UPON REG STRATI ON, THE PARENT OR PARENTS OR GUARDI AN OF
EACH PUPI L NOT PREVI OUSLY TRANSPORTED I N A SCHOOL BUS WHO IS I N
PREKI NDERGARTEN, KI NDERGARTEN, OR GRADES 1 TO 6 SHALL BE PROVI DED
W TH WRI TTEN | NFORMATI ON ON SCHOOL BUS SAFETY AND CONDUCT. THE
| NFORMATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG
(A) A LIST OF SCHOOL BUS STOPS NEAR EACH PUPI L' S HOME.

(B) GENERAL RULES OF CONDUCT AT SCHOOL BUS LOADI NG ZONES.
(C) RED LI GHT CROSSI NG | NSTRUCTI ONS.

(D) WALKI NG TO AND FROM SCHOOL BUS STOPS.

(7) AT LEAST ONCE EACH YEAR, EACH PUPI L WHO RECEI VES TRANS-
PORTATI ON I N A SCHOOL BUS WHO | S | N PREKI NDERGARTEN, Kl NDERGAR-
TEN, OR GRADES 1 TO 8 SHALL RECEI VE SAFETY | NSTRUCTI ON THAT

| NCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIM TED TO, THE FOLLOW NG

(A) PROPER LOADI NG AND UNLOADI NG PROCEDURES.

(B) I NSTRUCTI ON ON THE USE OF PASSENGER RESTRAI NT SYSTEMS,
| F AVAI LABLE.

(C) PROPER PASSENGER CONDUCT.

(D) BUS EVACUATI ON AND LOCATI ON OF EMERGENCY EQUI PVMENT AND
EXITS. AS PART OF THI'S | NSTRUCTI ON, PUPI LS SHALL HAVE PRACTI CE
DRI LLS EVACUATI NG THE BUS THROUGH THE EMERGENCY EXI T DOORS.

(8) IF A SCHOOL USES SCHOOL BUS DRI VERS FOR THI S | NSTRUC-
TION, THE STATE BOARD MAY REI MBURSE THE SCHOOL FOR THI S
TRAI NI NG

(9) A SCHOOL SHALL NOT | NCUR ANY ADDI TI ONAL COSTS AS A
RESULT OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ONS (6), (7), AND (8).
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(10) —#)— For the purpose of this section, "required to
cross the highway or roadway" does not include crossing the high-
way or roadway with the assistance of a traffic control signal,
or with the assistance of a school crossing guard as defined in
section 57b of the M chigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.57b, and applies only to the highway or roadway on which the
stop i s being made.
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