HB5598, As Passed House, May 10, 2000

HOUSE BILL No. 5598

April 13, 2000, Introduced by Rep. Rick Johnson and referred to the Committee on
Transportation.

A bill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehi cl e code, "
by amendi ng section 709 (MCL 257.709), as anmended by 1988
PA 470.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 709. (1) A person shall not drive a notor vehicle with
any of the follow ng:

(a) A sign, poster, nontransparent material, w ndow applica-
tion, reflective film or nonreflective filmupon or in the front
wi ndshi el d, the side wi ndows inmedi ately adjacent to the driver
or front passenger, or the sidew ngs adjacent to and forward of
the driver or front passenger, except that a tinted filmmy be
used along the top edge of the windshield and the side w ndows or
sidewi ngs i medi ately adjacent to the driver or front passenger

if the material does not extend nore than 4 inches fromthe top
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of the wi ndshield, or |lower than the shade band, whichever is
closer to the top of the w ndshield.

(b) A rear window or side windowto the rear of the driver
conposed of, covered by, or treated with a material that creates
a total solar reflectance of 35%or nore in the visible Iight
range, including a silver or gold reflective film

(c) A dangling ornament or other suspended object THAT
OBSTRUCTS THE VI SI ON OF THE DRI VER OF THE VEH CLE, except as
aut hori zed by | aw. —whitch—-obstructs—the—viston—ofthedriver—of
the—vehiecte—

(2) A person shall not drive a notor vehicle if driver visi-
bility through the rear window is obstructed, unless the vehicle

is equipped with 2 rearviewmrrors, 1 on each side, adjusted so

that the operator has a clear view of the highway behind the
vehi cl e.

(3) This section shall not apply to:

(a) The use of draperies, |ouvers, or other special w ndow
treatnments, except those specifically designated in this section,

on the rear window, or a side windowto the rear of the driver if
the vehicle is equipped with 2 outside rearview mrrors, 1 on
each side, adjusted so that the driver has a clear view of the
hi ghway behi nd the vehicle.

(b) The use of a nonreflective, snoked or tinted gl ass, non-
reflective film perforated wi ndow screen, or other decorative
wi ndow application on the rear window or a side windowto the

rear of the driver.
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(c) The placenent of a necessary certificate or sticker that
does not obstruct the driver’'s clear view of the roadway or an
i ntersecting roadway.

(d) A vehicle registered in another state, territory, com
nonweal th of the United States, or another country or province.

(e) A special wi ndow treatnment or application determ ned
necessary by a physician or optonetrist, for the protection of a
person who is |light SENSITIVE or photosensitive, if the owner or
operator of a nmotor vehicle has in possession a |letter signed by
a physician or optonetrist, indicating therneed—+for— THAT the
speci al wi ndow treatnment or application —as— IS a nedi cal
necessity. However, the special w ndow treatnent or application
shall not interfere with or obstruct the driver’s clear vision of
t he highway or an intersecting hi ghway.

(4) Except as provided in subsection (5), the wi ndshield on
each notor vehicle shall be equipped with a device for cleaning
rain, snow, or other noisture fromthe w ndshield, which device
shall be so constructed as to be controlled or operated by the
driver of the vehicle. A vehicle |licensed as an historical vehi-
cle is exenpt fromthis subsection if the vehicle was not origi-
nal ly equi pped with such a device. Each w ndshield w per upon a
notor vehicle shall be maintained in good working order.

(5) Atruck with a gross wei ght over 10,000 pounds, A truck
tractor, A bus, or a truck regardl ess of weight carrying hazard-
ous materials on which a placard is required to be posted pursu-
ant to 49 CF.R —I7%— parts 100 to 199 having a w ndshield

shal | be equi pped with not |ess than 2 automatically operating
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wi ndshi el d wi per blades, 1 on each side of the centerline of the
wi ndshield, for cleaning rain, snow, or other noisture fromthe
wi ndshi el d. The blades shall be in such condition as to provide
clear vision for the driver, unless 1 blade is so arranged as to
clean an area of the windshield extending to wthin 1 inch of the
[imt of vision through the windshield at each side. However, in
dri veaway-t owaway operations, this subsection shall apply only to
the driven vehicle. 1In addition, 1 wi ndshield w per blade suf-
fices under this subsection when the driven vehicle in a

dri veaway-t owaway operation constitutes part or all of the prop-
erty being transported and has no provision for 2 blades. A
truck and truck tractor, manufactured after June 30, 1953, that
depends upon vacuumto operate the wi ndshield w pers, shall be so
constructed that the operation of the wpers is not materially

i mpai red by change in the intake manifold pressure.

(6) Atruck with a gross weight over 10,000 pounds, A truck
tractor, A bus, or a truck regardl ess of weight carrying hazard-
ous materials on which a placard is required to be —poesed— POSTED
pursuant to 49 CF. R —171— parts 100 to 199 shall not be oper-
ated on the highways at any tinme unless it is equi pped with a hot
air windshield defroster or an electrically heated wi ndshield or
ot her
shietd—+s—heated—and—maintarned— DEVI CE TO HEAT AND MAI NTAI N THE
W NDSHI ELD i n operabl e condition at all tines.
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(7) 8)y— As used in this section:
(a) "Physician" neans —apersontitcensed by thestateto

033318838 0of —theM-chigan—Conpited—taws— THAT TERM AS DEFI NED
I N SECTI ON 17001 OR 17501 OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH CODE, 1978 PA 368,

MCL 333. 17001 AND 333. 17501.

(b) "Optonetrist” neans —aperson—ticensed—by thestateto

TERM AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 17401 OF THE PUBLI C HEALTH CCDE, 1978
PA 368, MCL 333.17401.
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