SB0046, As Passed House, January 26, 2000

HOUSE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BI LL NO 46

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehi cl e code, "
by amendi ng section 722 (MCL 257.722), as anmended by 1993 PA 22.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 722. (1) The maxi num axl e | oad shall not exceed the
nunber of pounds designated in the foll ow ng provisions —which—
THAT prescribe the distance between axl es:

(a) Wen— IF the axle spacing is 9 feet or nore between
axl es, the maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed 18, 000 pounds for
vehi cl es equi pped with high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.

(b) —Wen— IF the axle spacing is less than 9 feet between 2
axl es but nore than 3-1/2 feet, the maxi num axl e | oad shall not
exceed 13,000 pounds for high pressure pneumatic or balloon
tires.

00139’ 99 (H 3) TJS



© 00 N OO O b W N P

N NN NNMNMNRRRRRR R R R R
O U N WNRFP O O 0N O O M WN PR O

SB0046, As Passed House, January 26, 2000

Senate Bill No. 46 2

(c) Wen— IF THE axl es are spaced |l ess than 3-1/2 feet
apart, the maxi mum axle |oad shall not exceed 9, 000 pounds per
axl e.

(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) shall be known as the
normal | oadi ng maxi num

(2) When normal loading is in effect, the state transporta-
tion departnent, —and— OR A |ocal —atuthorities— AUTHORITY with
respect to hi ghways under —thetr— ITS jurisdiction, nmay designate
certain highways, or sections of those highways, where bridges
and road surfaces are adequate for heavier |oading, —whiech— AND
REVI SE A desi gnati on —mray—berevised— as needed, on which the
maxi mum t andem axl e assenbly | oadi ng shall not exceed 16, 000
pounds for any axle of the assenbly, if there is no other axle
within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly.

(3) Except as provided in subsection |(8)— (10), on a |egal
conbi nation of vehicles, only 1 tandem axle assenbly shall be
permtted on the designated hi ghways at the gross perm ssible
wei ght of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there is no other axle
within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly, and if no other tandem
axl e assenbly in the conbination of vehicles exceeds a gross
wei ght of 13,000 pounds per axle. Wen the maxi num gross wei ght
of a conbination of vehicles with | oad does not exceed 73, 280
pounds, 2 tandem axl e assenblies shall be permtted on the desig-
nat ed hi ghways at a gross perm ssi bl e weight of 16,000 pounds per
axle, if there is no other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the
assenbl y.
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(4) THE EXCEPTI ON TO THE LOADI NG MAXI MUMS AND GROSS VEHI CLE
WEI GHT REQUI REMENTS OF SUBSECTI ON (10) UNDER SUBSECTI ON (6) FOR A

PERSON_HAULI NG AGRI CULTURAL COVWMCDI TI ES [ OR A PERSON HAULI NG PROPANE
GAS] APPLIES O\LY | F THE

4 PERSON VWHO PI CKS UP OR DELI VERS THE AGRI CULTURAL COMMCDI TY EI THER
5 FROM A FARM OR TO A FARM [ OR THE PERSON WHO DELI VERS THE PROPANE
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GAS] NOTI FI ES THE COUNTY D COW SSI ON FOR

ROADS UNDER | TS AUTHORI TY NOT LESS THAN 48 HOURS BEFORE THE

Pl CKUP OR DELI VERY OF THE TI ME AND LOCATI ON OF THE PI CKUP OR
DELI VERY. THE COUNTY ROAD COWMM SSI ON SHALL | SSUE A PERM T AND
CHARGE A FEE THAT DOES NOT EXCEED THE ADM NI STRATI VE COSTS

| NCURRED TO THE PERSON CONTAI NI NG THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE DESI GNATED ROUTE OR ROUTES OF TRAVEL FOR THE LQAD.

(B). THE DATE AND TI ME_PERI OD [ REQUESTED BY THE PERSON VWHO Pl CKS
UP OR LI VERS THE AGRI CULTURAL | TIES] DURI NG VH CH THE LQAD
MAY BE
DELI VERED OR PI CKED UP.

(G A MAXI MUM SPEED LIMT OF TRAVEL, |F NECESSARY.

(D) ANY OTHER SPECI FI C CONDI TI ONS AGREED TO BETWEEN THE
PARTI ES.

THI S SUBSECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY AFTER APRIL 1, 2002.

(5) —|4)— The nornmal size of tires shall be the rated size
as published by the manufacturers, and the maxi num wheel | oad
perm ssible for any wheel shall not exceed 700 pounds per inch of
wi dth of tire.

(6) —5r—DBuring— EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N THI S SUBSECTI ON AND
SUBSECTION (7), DURING the nonths of March, April, and May in
each year, the maxi mum axl e | oad all owabl e on concrete pavenents

— or pavenents with a concrete base —— shall be reduced by 25%
fromthe maxi num axle |l oad as specified in this chapter, and the
maxi mum axl e | oads al l owabl e on all other types of roads during
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these nonths shall be reduced by 35% fromthe maxi num axl e | oads
as specified. The maxi nrum wheel |oad shall not exceed 525 pounds
per inch of tire width on concrete and concrete base or 450
pounds per inch of tire wwdth on all other roads during the
period the seasonal road restrictions are in effect. UNTIL

APRI L 1, 2002, THI S SUBSECTI ON DCES NOT APPLY TO VEH CLES TRANS-

PORTI NG _AGRI CULTURAL COVMODI TI ES [ OR PROPANE GAS] ON A H GHVAY,
ROAD, OR STREET

8 UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF A LOCAL ROAD AGENCY
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(7) —Ypon—receirpt—of—a—w efr—apptics
being—shown,—the— THE state transportation departnment —— for
roads under —their— |ITS jurisdiction —— and A county road
—conmssions;— COVM SSION for roads under —their+r— I TS jurisdic-
tion —— may —permt— GRANT exenptions from seasonal wei ght

restrictions for mlk on specified routes when requested IN
VWRI TI NG  Approval or denial of a request for an exenption shal
be given by witten notice to the applicant within 30 days after
the date of subm ssion of the application. [If a request is
denied, the witten notice shall state the reason for denial and
alternate routes for which the permt may be issued. The appli-
cant shall have the right to appeal to the state transportation
conmi ssion or the county road conm ssion. These exenptions shal
not apply on county roads in counties —whiech— THAT have negoti -

ated agreenents with mlk haulers —— or haul ers of other conmod-
ities — during periods of seasonal load |imts —n—years—prior
to—the—effectivedateof this—1993—amendatory—act— BEFORE APRI L

14, 1993. This —1993—anrendatory—act—shalt— SUBSECTI ON DCES not
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limt the ability of these counties to continue to negotiate such
agr eenent s.

(8) —(6)— The state transportation departnent, or |ocal
authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, may IN
| TS DI SCRETI ON suspend the restrictions inposed by this section
when and where ——n—its—disecretion— conditions of the highways
or the public health, safety, and welfare —so— warrant
SUSPENSI ON, and —ay— i npose the restricted | oading requirenents
of this section on designated hi ghways at any other tine that the
condi tions of the highway —ay— require.

(9) #— For the purpose of enforcenent of this act, the
gross vehicle weight of a single vehicle and | oad or a conbi na-
tion of vehicles and | oads, shall be determ ned by wei ghing indi-
vi dual axles or groups of axles, and the total weight on all the
axl es shall be the gross vehicle weight. 1In addition, the gross
axl e wei ght shall be determ ned by wei ghing individual axles or
by wei ghing a group of axles and dividing the gross weight of the
group of axles by the nunber of axles in the group. Pursuant to
subsection |(8)— (10), the overall gross weight on a group of 2
or nore axles shall be determ ned by wei ghing individual axles or
several axles, and the total weight of all the axles in the group
shall be the overall gross weight of the group.

(10) —8)— The loading maximumin this subsecti on —shal
appty— APPLIES to interstate highways, and the state transporta-
tion departnent, or a local authority with respect to hi ghways
under its jurisdiction, may designate a highway, or a section of
a highway, for the operation of vehicles having a gross vehicle
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wei ght of not nore than 80,000 pounds —whiech— THAT are subject to
the follow ng | oad maxi nuns:

(a) Twenty thousand pounds on any 1 axle, including al
enf orcenent tol erances.

(b) A tandem axl e wei ght of 34,000 pounds, including al
enf orcenent tol erances.

(c) An overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nobre consecu-
tive axl es equaling:

W= 500 /LN + 12N + 36\
where W= overall gross meight\gzla group of é Oor nore consecu-
tive axles to the nearest 500 pounds, L = distance in feet
bet ween the extrenme of a group of 2 or nore consecutive axles,
and N = nunber of axles in the group under consideration; except
that 2 consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross | oad of
34,000 pounds each if the first and | ast axles of the consecutive
sets of tandem axles are not less than 36 feet apart. The gross
vehi cl e wei ght shall not exceed 80,000 pounds including al
enforcenent tol erances. Except for 5 axle truck tractor, sem -
trailer conbinations having 2 consecutive sets of tandem axl es,
vehi cl es having a gross weight in excess of 80,000 pounds or in
excess of the vehicle gross weight determ ned by application of
the formula in this subsection shall be subject to the maxi num
axl e | oads of subsections (1), (2), and (3). As used in this
subsection, "tandem axle weight" nmeans the total weight transmt-
ted to the road by 2 or nore consecutive axles, the centers of
whi ch may be included between parallel transverse vertical planes
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spaced nore than 40 i nches —— but not nore than 96 inches —
apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle. EXCEPT AS
OTHERW SE PROVI DED IN THI' S SECTI ON, VEH CLES TRANSPORTI NG AGRI -

CULTURAL COVMODI TI ES [ OR PROPANE GAS] SHALL HAVE VEI GHT LQAD
MAXI MUMS AS DEFI NED

IN TH' S SUBSECTI ON.

(11) AS USED IN THI' S SECTI ON, "AGRI CULTURAL COVMODI Tl ES"
MEANS THOSE PLANTS AND ANI MALS USEFUL TO HUMAN BEI NGS PRODUCED BY
AGRI CULTURE AND | NCLUDES, BUT IS NOT LIMTED TO, FORAGES AND SCD
CROPS, GRAINS AND FEED CROPS, FIELD CROPS, DAIRY AND DAI RY PRO
DUCTS, POULTRY AND POULTRY PRODUCTS, CERVI DAE, LI VESTOCK, | NCLUD-
I NG BREEDI NG AND GRAZI NG EQUI NE, FI SH, AND OTHER AQUACULTURAL
PRODUCTS, BEES AND BEE PRCDUCTS, BERRIES, HERBS, FRU TS, VEGETA-
BLES, FLOWERS, SEEDS, GRASSES, NURSERY STOCK, MJSHROOMVS, FERTI L-
| ZER, LI VESTOCK BEDDI NG, FARM NG EQUI PMENT, AND FUEL FOR AGRI CUL-

TURAL USE. [THE TERM " AGRI CULTURAL COVMODI TI ES" SHALL NOT | NCLUDE
TREES AND LUMBER ]

THI' S SUBSECTI ON DOES NOT APPLY AFTER APRIL 1, 2002.
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