SB 57, As Passed Senate, April 22, 1999

SENATE BILL NO. 57

January 26, 1999, Introduced by Senators NORTH, KO VI STQ
BENNETT, ROCERS, GOSCHKA and BULLARD and referred to
the Comm ttee on Educati on.

A bill to anmend 1990 PA 187, entitled
"The pupil transportation act,"”
by anendi ng sections 5, 7, 10, 10a, 17, 19, and 55 (MCL 257. 1805,
257.1807, 257.1810, 257.1810a, 257.1817, 257.1819, and 257.1855),
section 7 as anended by 1992 PA 227, section 10 as anended by
1996 PA 191, section 10a as added by 1990 PA 322, and section 55
as anended by 1991 PA 184.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 5. (1) "Mdified school bus" neans a school bus of any
age with a factory installed fuel system —whieh— THAT has been
nodi fied to operate on a fuel source other than gasoline or
di esel fuel

(2) "MOTOR BUS" AND "MOTOR CARRI ER OF PASSENGERS" MEAN THOSE
TERMS AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 3 OF THE MOTOR BUS TRANSPORTATI ON
ACT, 1982 PA 432, MCL 474.103.

00554' 99 TIS



© 00 N o g b~ wWw N P

N N N N N N DN R RBR RB B R B B R R R
o o M WON P O O 0 N O 0o B W N B O

SB 57, As Passed Senate, April 22, 1999

2

(3) 2— "Nonpublic school" nmeans a private school, a
denom nati onal school, or a parochial school as defined by |aw.

(4) —|3)— "Public school" neans a | ocal school district, a
| ocal act school district, A PUBLI C SCHOOL ACADEMY, A UN VERSITY
SCHOCL, or an internedi ate school district as defined by |aw.

(5 —4)— "Pupil transportation vehicle" nmeans any vehicle
ot her than a school bus WTH A MANUFACTURER S RATED SEATI NG
CAPACI TY OF 11 OR MORE PASSENCERS, | NCLUDI NG THE DRI VER, THAT IS
used to transport pupils to or fromschool or school -rel ated

events. Pupil transportation vehicle does not include a vehicle

operated by a —mmtetpaty—owned—transportation—systemor—by—=a

. eiod | . | NOTOR
CARRI ER OF PASSENGERS OR A PUBLI C TRANSI T ACENCY, OR A VEH CLE

USED BY A PARENT OR A PARENT' S DESI GNEE TO TRANSPORT H S OR HER
CHI LDREN TO OR FROM SCHOOL OR SCHOOL- RELATED EVENTS.

(6) 5— "Rehabilitated school bus" neans a bus —whieh—
THAT is at |least 4 years old and has accunul ated at | east 100, 000
mles, or is 7 years old; and —whteh— THAT has been thoroughly
i nspected and had all systens repaired, replaced, or adjusted to
meet the departnment of state police inspection requirenents
including but not limted to:

(a) Engi ne overhaul of short bl ock.

(b) New tires on the front axle.

(c) Newrecap tires on the rear axle.

(d) New brake linings and druns.

(e) New hydraulic brake |ines.
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(f) New front and rear springs.

(g) New paint in the interior.

(h) New exhaust system

(7) 6)— "Rule" neans a rule promul gated pursuant to the
adm ni strative procedures act of 1969, —Act—No—306—o0fthePubtec
Aets—of—1969—betnrg——secttons 242061t 24328 of theMechigan
Cotrptted—taws— 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 TO 24. 328.

(8 —#H— "School" neans either a public school or a nonpub-
lic school, or both.

Sec. 7. (1) "School bus" neans a notor vehicle, other than
a —station—wagon—or—passenger—van— PUPI L TRANSPORTATI ON VEHI CLE,
with a manufacturer's rated seating capacity of —36— 11 or nore
passengers, | NCLUDI NG THE DRI VER, used for the transportation of
—seheol— pupils to —and— OR from school —and— OR school -rel ated
event s —whteh—et+ther— THAT is owned by a school or ———+f—oewretdby
an—ent+ty—other—than—a——school—t+s—transpoerting—sechool— | S USED TO
TRANSPORT pupils under a contract or agreenment with a school
School bus does not include a vehicle operated by a public tran-
sit agency or authority or by a MOTOR carrier certified by the
state transportation departnment unless the vehicle is used excl u-
sively to transport —seheol— pupils or is used to transport
—sehoeol— pupils along a route designed to serve 1 or nore school s
in a school district if elenentary school pupils along the route
are required to cross the highway or roadway, as described in
section 55. For the purposes of this act, a parent, parent's
desi gnee, or guardian transporting —thetr+— H S OR HER child or

another child with witten perm ssion of the other child s parent
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or guardian on a school -related event, if not conpensated by the
school, shall not be considered an agent of the school.

(2) "SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON VEHI CLE" MEANS ANY MOTOR VEH CLE
WTH A MANUFACTURER S RATED SEATI NG CAPACI TY OF 10 PASSENGERS OR
LESS, | NCLUDI NG THE DRI VER, WHEN OPERATED FOR THE SCHEDULED
TRANSPORTATI ON OF PUPI LS TO OR FROM SCHOOL OR SCHOOL- RELATED
EVENTS. SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON VEHI CLE DOES NOT | NCLUDE A VEH CLE
USED BY A PARENT OR PARENT' S DESI GNEE TO TRANSPCORT CHI LDREN TO OR
FROM SCHOOL OR SCHOOL- RELATED EVENTS.

(3) 22— "Type | school bus" neans a school bus with a
gross vehicle weight rating of nore than 10,000 pounds.

(4) —|3)— "Type Il school bus" neans a school bus with a
gross vehicle rating of 10,000 pounds or |ess.

(5 —|4)— "Type | prem um school bus" nmeans a school bus
W th a passenger capacity of over 66 pupils and any other school
bus purchased by a district at a cost for the vehicle, excluding
i nterest and special equipnment, which exceeds by nore than 15%

t he average cost of a school bus neeting state m ni mum specifica-
tions of the sane capacity purchased during the sane year.

Sec. 10. (1) Each notor vehicle owned OR OPERATED by a
public — OR privat e ——or—governrentat—agency—and—operated—
NONPUBLI C SCHOCOL, AN AGENT OF A SCHOOL, A PRI VATE BUSI NESS, OR A
UNI T OF GOVERNMENT for the transportation of —passengers— PUPILS
to or fromschool —afre— OR school -rel ated events shall neet or
exceed t he —passenger—proteet+on— federal notor vehicle safety
standards applicable to the construction and sale of that vehicle

AND FOR ALL SEATI NG POSI TIONS I N THAT VEHI CLE. —A—vehtele+for
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gers—to—and—froemschoel—and—schesl—retated—events— A SCHOOL OR

AN AGENT OF A SCHOOL MAY TRANSPORT PUPI LS WTH DI SABILITIES IN
MOBI LE SEATI NG DEVI CES | N ACCORDANCE W TH FEDERAL STANDARDS SPE-
Cl FI CALLY APPLI CABLE TO SUCH PUPI LS, THEI R WHEELCHAI RS, AND
RELATED WHEELCHAI R SECUREMENT AND OCCUPANT PROTECTI ON SYSTEMS.
(2) —VYehtetes—other—than—school—buses——shatt—reet—the
regurenrents—of—this—secton—by—October—31,—20662— A VEH CLE, OTHER
THAN A SCHOOL BUS, W TH A MANUFACTURER S RATED SEATI NG CAPACI TY
CF 11 OR MORE PASSENGERS, | NCLUDI NG THE DRI VER, SHALL NOT BE USED
TO TRANSPORT PUPI LS TO OR FROM SCHOOL OR SCHOOL- RELATED EVENTS
AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2002, EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN TH S ACT.

(3) A school shall not purchase a vehicle to—betusetd— to
transport —passengers— PUPILS to —ang— OR from school —and— OR
school -rel ated events HAVI NG A MANUFACTURER S RATED SEATI NG
CAPACI TY OF 11 OR MORE PASSENGERS, | NCLUDI NG THE DRI VER, that
does not neet or exceed the passenger protection federal notor
vehicl e safety standards applicable to that vehicle. A school
shal | not purchase a vehicle to be used to transport passengers
to —ant— OR from school —ant— OR school -rel ated events for which
there are no applicabl e passenger protection federal notor vehi-
cle safety standards. This subsection —shatHH—appty— APPLIES to
vehi cl es, other than school buses, purchased on or after
Oct ober 1, 1993.

(4) —Vehtretes—usedby parents—or—a parent—s—destghee—to

hei it w hoof L cehool I
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events—under—eontract—wth—the—school—are—exenpt—irom-the
regurerents—of—this—seect+on— SUBSECTI ON (2) DOES NOT APPLY TO A
COWERCI AL MOTOR VEHI CLE OPERATED BY A CARRI ER CERTI FI CATED BY
THE STATE TRANSPORTATI ON DEPARTMENT, OR A BUS OPERATED BY A
PUBLI C TRANSI T AGENCY OR AUTHORI TY EXCLUDED FROM THE DEFI NI TI ON

OF SCHOOL BUS AS DESCRI BED | N SECTION 7(1).
Sec. 10a. (1) A school —distr+et— my —use—a—vehtete—econ—

btses— CONTRACT WTH A MOTOR CARRI ER OF PASSENGERS FOR A MOTOR
BUS TO BE USED for occasional transportation OF PUPILS to OR FROM

school -rel ated events. ——proevidedthat—a—contract—for—the<con—
. L el C el - :
, _ bet I e . I . . "
el b I w I I . :
students—to—and—fromschoot—antd—hore—

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON MAY AUTHORI ZE THE USE OF A
MOTOR BUS FOR THE REGULAR ROUTE TRANSPCRTATI ON CF PUPILS TO OR
FROM SCHOOL OR HOME. THE AUTHORI ZATI ON SHALL BE I N VRI TI NG AND
SHALL | NCLUDE CONDI TI ONS OR RESTRI CTI ONS THAT ARE NECESSARY TO
SAFEGUARD THE HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE OF THE PUPI LS.

Sec. 17. (1) TH S SECTI ON APPLI ES TO SCHOOL BUSES MANUFAC-
TURED BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 1990 THAT HAVE NOT BEEN RETROFI TTED TO
MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON 19.

(2) bH— A school bus shall be equipped with signal —+anps—
LI GHTS nmounted as high and widely spaced laterally as practicable
—whteh—shatH—be— THAT ARE capabl e of displaying to the front 2
OVERHEAD al ternately flashing red lights |located at the sane
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| evel and to the rear 2 OVERHEAD alternately flashing red lights
| ocated at the sane |evel. These sealed beamlights shall have
sufficient intensity to be visible froma distance of not |ess
than 500 feet in normal sunlight.

(3) —{2)—AHternatety— OVERHEAD ALTERNATELY fl ashi ng —step
H-ghts— STOPLI GHTS shal |l be operated by a manual |y operated
swi tch and detached from any other instrunment on the bus. A
flashing light shall not be connected to the brakes or the serv-
i ce door on school buses manufactured before October 1, 1990. A
3-inch black area shall be provided around seal ed beam f| asher
| anps front and rear. Lanps indicating alternating flashing
i ght operation shall be visible to the driver when in a norma
seat ed position.

3y Fhi . b I h oot :
bet ol 1996t I I T I I
. : . .

Sec. 19. (1) TH S SECTI ON APPLI ES TO NEW SCHOOL BUSES MANU-
FACTURED ON OR AFTER OCTOBER 1, 1990 AND TO SCHOOL BUSES MANUFAC-
TURED BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 1990 THAT ARE RETROFI TTED TO MEET THE
REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

(2) bH— A school bus shall be equipped with signal —+anps—
LI GHTS nmounted as high and widely spaced | aterally as practicable
—whteh—shatH—be— THAT ARE capable of displaying to the front 2
OVERHEAD al ternately flashing red —+anmps— LI GHIS | ocated at the
sane level and to the rear 2 OVERHEAD alternately flashing red
—+armps— LIGHTS | ocated at the sane | evel.
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(3) 22— In addition to the 4 red —+anps— LI GHTS descri bed
in subsection (48— (2), 4 anber —+‘anps— LI CGHTS shall be
install ed near each red signal —+‘amp— LIGHT, at the sane |evel
but closer to the vertical center line of the bus. The system of
red and anmber signal —+anps— LIGHTS shall be wired so that the
anber —+anps— LI GHIS are energi zed manual ly, and the red +anps—
LI GHTS are autonatically energi zed, with the anber —+amps— LI GHTS
bei ng automatically de-energi zed, when the bus service door is
opened.

(4) —3)— The area around the |l ens of each OVERHEAD al ter-
nately flashing signal —+afrp— LI GHT and extendi ng outward appr ox-
imately 3 inches shall be painted black. |In installations where
there is no flat vertical portion of body inmediately surroundi ng
the entire lens of a +amp— LIGHT, a circular or square band of
bl ack approximately 3 inches wide, imediately bel ow and to both
sides of a lens, shall be painted on the body or roof area
agai nst which the signal —+amp— LIGHT is seen froma di stance of
500 feet along the axis of the vehicle. Visors or hoods with an
appropriate bl ack background to fit their shape and roof cap may
al so be used. These anber and red sealed beamlights shall have
sufficient intensity to be visible froma distance of not |ess
than 500 feet in normal sunlight. —tafrps— LIGHTS indicating
alternately flashing |light operation shall be visible to the
driver when in a nornmal seated position.

4—Fhi . b I ool :
tured—on—or—after—October—1,—1990—antd—to—school—buses
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ranufactured—before—Cetober—1,—1990that—areretroft+ttedtoreet
the—regut+rermrents—of —this—seet+on—

Sec. 55. (1) A school bus driver shall actuate alternately
flashing lights only when the school bus is stopped or stopping
on a highway or private road for the purpose of receiving or dis-
charging pupils in the manner provided in this act. A school bus
driver shall not actuate the alternately flashing |ights when
operating on a public highway or private road and transporting
passengers primarily other than school pupils.

(2) The driver of a school bus while operating upon the
public hi ghways or private roadways open to the public shal
recei ve or discharge pupils fromthe bus in the foll ow ng
manner :

(a) If pupils are required to cross the roadway, the driver
of a school bus equipped with only the alternately flashing
OVERHEAD red lights in accordance with section 17 shall activate
t he ALTERNATELY fl ashing OVERHEAD red lights not |ess than 200
feet before the stop, —antd—park— STOP the school bus as far —eff—
TO the right side of the —+reoadway— H GHWAY or private road as
possi ble TO PROVIDE for the safety of the pupils being boarded or
di scharged, and continue to activate the alternately flashing
OVERHEAD red lights while receiving or discharging pupils.

Before resum ng notion, the driver shall deactivate these lights
and all ow congested traffic to disperse where practicable. The
deactivation of these lights is the signal for stopped traffic to

pr oceed.
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(b) If the pupils are required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equi pped with red and anber alternately
fl ashing OVERHEAD |ights in accordance with section 19 shal
activate the alternately flashing OVERHEAD anber |ights not |ess
than 200 feet before the stop, —park— STOP the bus as far —off—
TO the right side of the —+eatway— H GHWAY or private road as is
possi ble TO PROVIDE for the safety of the pupils being boarded or
di scharged, deactivate the —anfber— ALTERNATELY fl ashi ng OVERHEAD
AMBER | ights, and activate the alternately flashi ng OVERHEAD red
lights while receiving or discharging pupils. Before resum ng
nmotion, the driver shall deactivate these lights and all ow con-
gested traffic to disperse where practicable. The deactivation
of these lights is the signal for stopped traffic to proceed.

(c) If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway and
where the road has adequate width for the school bus to be pulled
to the far right of the —roatdway— H GHVWAY or private road all ow
ing traffic to flow and to provide for the safety of pupils being
boarded or discharged, the driver may activate the hazard warning
lights not | ess than 200 feet before the stop and continue to
di splay the lights until the process of receiving or discharging
passengers has been conpleted if the —posted— LAWUL speed limt
is 35 mles per hour or less. Before resum ng notion, the driver
shal | deactivate these lights. The driver of a school bus shal
only use this procedure at stops where the school adm nistrator
or —board—approved—contractor— PERSON OR ENTI TY UNDER CONTRACT
WTH A SCHOOL TO PROVI DE PUPI L TRANSPORTATI ON SERVI CES has

approved its use. |If this hazard warning light option is not
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used, the driver shall use the appropriate procedure in
subdivision (a) or (b) as if pupils were required to cross the
—+oatway— H GHWAY.

(d) Except as provided in subdivision (c), if the pupils are
not required to cross the —froeagdway— H GHWAY and where the bus may
be pulled off the —+readway— H GHWAY or private road or where the
road has adequate width for the school bus to be pulled off to
the far right of the —roeagdway— H GAWAY or private road | eaving
the normal traffic fl ow unobstructed and to provide for the
safety of pupils being boarded or discharged, the driver may
activate the hazard warning lights not |less than 200 feet before
the stop and continue to display the lights until the process of
recei ving or dischargi ng passengers has been conpleted. Before
resum ng notion, the driver shall deactivate these |ights. The
driver of a school bus shall only use this procedure at stops
where the school adm ni strator or —beartd—approved—contractor—
ENTI TY UNDER CONTRACT WTH A SCHOOL TO PROVI DE PUPI L TRANSPORTA-
TI ON SERVI CES has approved its use. |If this hazard warning |ight
option is not used, the driver shall use the appropriate proce-
dure in subdivision (a) or (b) as if pupils were required to
cross the —+eatdway— H GHVAY.

(e) The distance of not |ess than 200 feet required for
light activation by this subsection shall be neasured on the
—+oatdway— H GHWAY or private road on which the stop is made for
recei ving or discharging pupils.

(3) —Passengers— PUPILS crossing the road upon being

di scharged froma school bus shall cross in front of the stopped
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school bus. |[If a school district authorizes its school bus
drivers to signal pupils to cross in front of the stopped school
bus, the signal shall be uniformthroughout the school district.

(4) The driver of a school bus shall not stop the bus for
t he purpose of receiving or discharging pupils in the follow ng
I nst ances:

(a) Wthin 200 feet of a public highway or roadway i ntersec-
tion unless the stop is approved by the school adm nistrator or
—board—approved—contractor— ENTI TY UNDER CONTRACT W TH A SCHOOL
TO PROVI DE PUPI L TRANSPORTATI ON SERVI CES

(b) Upon a limted access highway or freeway, or upon any
ot her highway or roadway that has been divided into 2 roadways by
| eaving an interveni ng space, a physical barrier, or clearly
di vi ded sections so constructed as to inpede vehicular traffic if
the pupils are required to cross the highway or roadway.

(c) Upon a highway or roadway constructed or —destghed—
MARKED to permt 3 or nore separate |anes of vehicular traffic in
either direction if the pupils are required to cross the highway
or roadway.

(5) The driver of a school bus when using the alternately
fl ashi ng OVERHEAD red —stopptng— |lights shall not stop the bus ON
ANY H GAVWAY OR ROADWAY for the purpose of receiving or discharg-
ing pupils —+A— UNDER the foll ow ng —+nstanrces— CONDI Tl ONS:

(a) —Ynatess— IF THE LAWFUL SPEED LIMT IS MORE THAN 35 M LES
PER HOUR AND t he STOPPED bus is NOT clearly and continuously vis-

i bl e +A—+ts—stoepped—posttion— to approachi ng vehicles on that
hi ghway or roadway for —net—t+ess—than— AT LEAST 400 feet. WHEN
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THE DI STANCE FROM THE STOPPED BUS TO THE END OF THE H GHWAY OR
ROADWAY | S LESS THAN 400 FEET, CLEAR AND CONTI NUQUS VI SI BI LI TY
MJUST BE AVAI LABLE FROM THE BUS TO THE END OF THE H GHVWAY OR
ROADVAY.

(B) I'F THE LAWFUL SPEED LIMT IS 35 MLES PER HOUR OR LESS
AND THE STOPPED BUS |I'S NOT CLEARLY AND CONTI NUQUSLY VI SI BLE TO
APPROACHI NG VEHI CLES ON THAT H GHWAY OR ROADVWAY, FOR AT LEAST 200
FEET. WHEN THE DI STANCE FROM THE STOPPED BUS TO THE END OF THE
H GHWAY OR ROADWAY | S LESS THAN 200 FEET, CLEAR AND CONTI NUOUS
VI SIBILITY MUST BE AVAI LABLE FROM THE BUS TO THE END OF THE H G+
VWAY OR ROADWAY.

(C© —b)y— Wthin 50 feet of an intersection if the intersec-
tionis controlled by a traffic stop and go signal.

(6) A school may provide instruction on proper school bus
etiquette which may include, but not be [imted to, boarding and
| eaving the bus, evacuation of the bus in an energency, and road
crossing procedures and the correct hand signal in the district,
if any. |If a school uses school bus drivers for this instruc-

tion, the state board may rei nburse the school for this

trai ni ng.
(7) For the purpose of this section, "required to cross the
hi ghway or roadway" does not include crossing the —+ead— H GIVAY

OR ROADVWAY with the assistance of a traffic control signal, or
with the assistance of a SCHOOL crossing guard as defined in

section 57b of the M chigan vehicle code, —Act—No—306—-0f—the
N : e . b ot ek
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1 Comptted—taws— 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.57B, and applies only to the
2 —+oad— H GHWAY OR ROADWAY on which the stop is being nade.
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