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SB 658, As Passed Senate, February 10, 2000

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 658

A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled

"The revised school code,"
(MCL 380.1 to 380.1852) by adding section 1704.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 1704. (1) TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE KNOAN AND MAY BE ClI TED
AS THE "BLIND PUPI LS BRAI LLE LI TERACY LAW.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT BRAI LLE READI NG AND WRI Tl NG
STANDARDS FOR TEACHERS OF BLI ND AND VI SUALLY | MPAI RED PUPI LS AND
SHALL DI SSEM NATE THESE STANDARDS TO ALL SCHOOL DI STRICTS, | NTER-
MEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, AND TEACHER PREPARATI ON PROGRANMS.

THESE STANDARDS SHALL BE | NCLUDED I N THE RULES GOVERNI NG SPECI AL
EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES. | N ESTABLI SHI NG THESE STAN-
DARDS, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSI DER THE STANDARDS ADOPTED BY THE
NATI ONAL LI BRARY SERVI CE FOR THE BLI ND AND PHYSI CALLY HANDI CAPPED
OF THE UNI TED STATES LI BRARY OF CONGRESS.
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(3) WHEN A LOCAL OR | NTERVMVEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT RECEI VES
| NFORVATI ON FROM THE DEPARTMENT, OR | NFORVATI ON THAT | S APPROVED
BY THE DEPARTMENT FROM A CONSUMER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT ADVOCATES FOR
THE BLI ND, DESCRI BI NG THE BENEFI TS OF | NSTRUCTI ON | N BRAI LLE
READI NG AND WRI TI NG THE LOCAL OR | NTERVEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT
SHALL PROVIDE THI S | NFORVATI ON TO EACH PERSON ON THE BLI ND
PUPI L S | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ONAL PLANNI NG COVM TTEE.

(4) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ACCEPT AND RESPOND TO REQUESTS FROM
LOCAL AND | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRICTS AND SHALL WORK W TH TEXT-
BOOK PUBLI SHERS TO OBTAI N ELECTRONI C FI LE FORMAT VERSI ONS OF
TEXTBOOKS OR BRAI LLE VERSI ONS OF TEXTBOOKS, OR BOTH. THE DEPART-
MENT MAY ALSO, ON BEHALF OF LOCAL AND | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI S-

TRI CTS, REQUEST AND ARRANGE FOR CONVERTI NG AN ELECTRONI C FI LE
FORVAT VERSI ON OF A TEXTBOOK TO A BRAILLE VERSI ON. THE DEPART-
MENT SHALL PROCESS AND MAKE THESE REQUESTS IN A TI MELY MANNER

(5) UPON REQUEST, A PUBLISHER OF A TEXTBOOK THAT | S ADOPTED
FOR | NSTRUCTI ONAL USE BY A SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL FURNI SH THE
DEPARTMENT W TH AN ELECTRONI C VERSI ON OF THE TEXTBOXX | F THE
TEXTBOOK | S FOR A LI TERARY SUBJECT OR, FOR A TEXTBOOK FOR A NON-
LI TERARY SUBJECT, |F THE TECHNOLOGY | S AVAI LABLE TO CONVERT THE
TEXTBOOK DI RECTLY TO A FORVAT COVPATI BLE W TH BRAI LLE TRANSLATI ON
SOFTWARE. A PUBLI SHER SHALL NOT CHARGE A PRICE FOR TH S ELEC-
TRONI C VERSI ON THAT EXCEEDS THE PRI CE | T CHARGES FOR THE PRI NT OR
ELECTRONI C MEDI A VERSI ON OF THE TEXTBOCOK.

(6) A LOCAL OR | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR AN | NDI VI DU-
ALl ZED EDUCATI ONAL PLANNI NG COW TTEE SHALL NOT DENY A PUPIL THE
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OPPORTUNI TY FOR | NSTRUCTI ON I N BRAI LLE READI NG AND WRI TI NG SOLELY
BECAUSE THE PUPI L HAS SOVE REMAI NI NG VI SI ON.

(7) I NSTRUCTI ON FOR BLI ND PUPI LS SHALL BE CONSI STENT W TH
THE GOALS AND STANDARDS ESTABLI SHED BY THI S STATE FOR ALL
PUPI LS.

(8) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "BLIND PUPIL" MEANS A PUPIL WHO | S DETERM NED TO MANI -
FEST 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(i) A VISUAL ACU TY OF 20/200 OR LESS IN THE BETTER EYE

AFTER ROUTI NE REFRACTI VE CORRECTI ON.

(ii) A FIELD OF VISION THAT IS LIM TED SO THAT THE W DEST
DI AVETER OF THE VI SUAL FI ELD SUBTENDS AN ANGLE NOT GREATER THAN
20 DEGREES.

(iii) A MEDI CALLY I NDI CATED EXPECTATI ON OF VI SUAL DETERI ORA-
TI ON THAT |'S EXPECTED TO RESULT IN 1 OR BOTH OF THE CONDI TI ONS
DESCRI BED | N SUBPARAGRAPHS (i) AND (ii).

(B) "I NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM' MEANS THAT TERM AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 614 OF PART B OF TITLE VI OF THE | NDI VI DUALS
W TH DI SABI LI TI ES EDUCATI ON ACT, PUBLI C LAW 91- 230, 20
U S.C. 1414, OR IN R 340.1701A OF THE M CH GAN ADM NI STRATI VE
CODE

(C) "I NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ONAL PLANNI NG COWM TTEE" MEANS
THAT TERM AS DEFI NED | N R 340. 1701A OF THE M CH GAN ADM NI STRA-
TI VE CODE OR AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM TEAM AS DEFI NED
I N SECTI ON 614 OF PART B OF TITLE VI OF THE | NDI VI DUALS WTH DI S-
ABI LI TI ES EDUCATI ON ACT, PUBLIC LAW91-230, 20 U.S.C. 1414.
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1 (D) "TEXTBOOK" | NCLUDES A TEXT PUBLI SHED | N ELECTRONI C MEDI A
2 THAT |'S USED FOR | NSTRUCTI ONAL PURPOSES.
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