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SB 1173, As Passed Senate, May 10, 2000

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BI LL NO 1173

A bill to amend 1969 PA 317, entitled
"Worker’s disability conpensation act of 1969,"
by anmendi ng section 230 (MCL 418.230), as anended by 1994
PA 271.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 230. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,
the followi ng records are confidential and exenpt from disclosure
under the freedom of information act, —Act—No—442of thePubtic
Acts—of 1976, betrng—sections 15231 to 15246 of the Mchigan
Compited—taws— 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 TO 15. 246:

(a) Records submitted by an individual enployer or a group
of enployers to the bureau in support of an application for
self-insured status in the manner provided in section 611.

(b) I'nformation concerning the injury of and benefits paid
to an individual worker. This includes, but is not limted to,
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all forms, records, and reports filed with or maintained by the
bureau concerning the injury of or benefits paid to a worker.

(©) WORKER S DI SABI LI TY COVPENSATI ON | NSURANCE POLI CY | NFOR-
MATI ON SUBM TTED TO THE BUREAU BY AN | NDI VI DUAL EMPLOYER OR GROUP
OF EMPLOYERS | N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ON 615 OR A NOTI CE OF | SSU-
ANCE OF A POLICY SUBM TTED TO THE BUREAU BY AN | NSURER | N ACCORD-
ANCE W TH SECTI ON 625.

(2) The bureau may rel ease, disclose, or publish informtion
described in subsection (1) under the follow ng circunstances:

(a) I'n the case of subsection (1)(a), —or—{){b)— (B, OR
(C, the bureau nmay disclose or publish aggregate infornmation for
statistical or research purposes so long as it is disclosed or
publ i shed in such a way that the confidentiality of infornmation
concerni ng individual workers and the financial records of indi-
vi dual EMPLOYERS OR sel f-insured enpl oyers OR I NSURERS i s
protected. The bureau may al so rel ease individual records to a
recogni zed academ c or scholarly institution for research pur-

poses if it is provided with sufficient assurance that the out-
side individual or agency will preserve the confidentiality of
i nformati on concerning individual workers and the financial
records of individual self-insured enployers.

(b) I'n the case of subsection (1)(b), the bureau nay rel ease
i nformati on to anot her governnental agency if the governnental
agency provides the bureau with sufficient assurance that it wll
preserve the confidentiality of the information. The other
agency may use this infornmation to determne the eligibility of
an individual for benefits provided or regul ated by that agency.
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The bureau or anot her agency may disclose the information if it
determ nes that the individual is receiving benefits to which he
or she is not entitled as the result of receiving nore than 1
benefit at the same tine.

(c) Except as otherw se provided, information disclosed in
accordance with subdivision (a) or (b) shall continue to be
exenpt from di scl osure under —Act—No—442of thePublicActs—of
1976— THE FREEDOM OF | NFORMATI ON ACT, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 TO
15. 246.

(d) I'n the case of subsection (1)(b), the bureau nay rel ease
i ndi vidual records to a nonprofit health care corporation, as
defined in section 105 of —Aet—No—350—0of thePublic-Acts—of

NONPROFI T HEALTH CARE CORPORATI ON REFORM ACT, 1980 PA 350,
MCL 550. 1105, for the sole purpose of determ ning financial

liability for the paynent of benefits provided by the
corporation. Any information provided to the nonprofit health
care corporation shall be confidential, as provided in

section 406 of —Aect—No—350of thePublt+cActs—of 19806, —being

sectton—5501406—of the M-echigan—Conptted—taws— THE NONPROFI T
HEALTH CARE CORPORATI ON REFORM ACT, 1980 PA 350, MCL 550. 1406.

In a dispute over who assunes liability for the paynent of bene-
fits for a particular claim the nonprofit health care corpora-
tion shall initiate paynent of benefits pending resolution of the
di sput e.

(E) I'N THE CASE OF SUBSECTION (1) (C), I N RESPONSE TO A
REQUEST THAT PERTAINS TO A SPECI FI C EMPLOYER AND | NCLUDES THE
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EMPLOYER S ADDRESS AND THE DATE OF I NJURY OF THE CLAIM FOR WHI CH
THE | NFORMATI ON | S REQUESTED, THE BUREAU MAY DI SCLOSE THE NAME
AND ADDRESS OF THE | NSURER THAT, ACCORDI NG TO THE RECORDS OF THE
BUREAU, PROVI DED COVERAGE ON THE DATE ON | NJURY, BUT SHALL NOT
DI SCLOSE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OR EXPI RATI ON DATE OF THE POLI CY

(3) The confidentiality provided for in subsection (1) shal
not apply to records mai ntained by the bureau which are part of
or directly related to a contested case. For the purposes of
this subsection, a matter shall be considered a contested case
when it is the subject of a request for a fornmal hearing before
the director or an application filed in accordance with
section 847.

(4) Any enpl oyee shall be entitled to inspect and obtain a
copy of any record maintai ned by the bureau concerning hinself or
hersel f. Any enpl oyer shall be entitled to inspect and obtain a
copy of any record maintai ned by the bureau concerning itself.

(5) The confidentiality provided for in subsection (1)(a)
shall not apply to the records of a self-insured enpl oyer that
becones unable to pay benefits under this act due to insolvency

or declaration of bankruptcy.
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3 (6) #)— This section shall not limt the power of a court
4 of law to subpoena records relevant to a matter pendi ng before
5it.
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