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HOUSE Bl LL No. 4060

January 28, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Middaugh, Garcia, DeV uyst, Green, Sanborn and
Birkholz and referred to the Committee on Conservation and Outdoor Recreation.

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”
by amendi ng section 80152 (MCL 324.80152), as added by 1995 PA
58.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT

Sec. 80152. (1) —A— EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN TH S
SECTI ON, A person shall not operate a vessel on the waters of
this state if he or she is tow ng or otherw se assisting a person
on water skis or on a water sled, aquaplane, surfboard, or other
simlar contrivance unl ess a person capable of comunicating to
the vessel operator the condition and needs of the person being
towed or assisted is on board the vessel and positioned to
observe the person being towed or assisted.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to vessels used by duly
constituted ski schools in the giving of instructions or to
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vessel s used in sanctioned ski tournanments, conpetitions,
expositions, or trials. Vessels described in this subsection
shal|l be equi pped with a 170-degree w de-angle rearview mrror
affixed in a manner that will permt the operator to observe the
progress of the person being towed.

(3) This section does not apply to notorboats | ess than 16
feet in length actually operated by the person being towed and so
constructed as to be incapable of carrying the operator in or on
t he not or boat .

(4) SUBSECTI ON (1) DOES NOT APPLY TO A VESSEL OPERATOR WHO
| S TON NG A PERSON PREPARI NG FOR A SPECI FI C WATER SKI  TOURNANENT
|F ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG CONDI TI ONS ARE MET:

(A) THE VESSEL OPERATOR |'S CERTI FI ED AS PROVI DED | N SUBSEC-
TION (5).

(B) THE PERSON BEI NG TOAED |'S CERTI FI ED AS PROVI DED I N SUB-
SECTI ON (6) .

(C) TON NG | S CONDUCTED SO THAT, ON AVERAGE, NOT MORE THAN 1
VESSEL APPROACHES W THI N 300 FEET OF THE TOW NG VESSEL DURI NG ANY

5- M NUTE PERI OD.

(D) THE VESSEL |S EQUI PPED W TH ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG:

(i) A CENTER MOUNTED TOW PYLON.

(ii) A LARGE CLEAR REARVI EW M RROR CAPABLE OF ALLOW NG THE
VESSEL OPERATOR TO DI STI NGUI SH HAND SI GNALS AT A DI STANCE OF 75
FEET.

(iii) MARKINGS THAT | DENTI FY THE VESSEL AS A VESSEL THAT IS
BEI NG OPERATED | N CONFORMANCE W TH TH' S SUBSECTI ON.
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(5) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT STANDARDS FOR WATER SKI
TOURNAMENT BOAT OPERATI ON ESTABLI SHED BY U. S. A, WATER SKI I N
"TRAI NED BOAT DRI VER PROGRAM', APRI L 1997, AND BY THE AMERI CAN
WATER SKI ASSOCI ATION I N "DRI VERS POLI CY MANUAL". HOWEVER, THE
DEPARTMVENT MAY PROMULGATE RULES PROVI DI NG FOR ALTERNATI VE STAN-
DARDS UNDER THE ADM NI STRATI VE PROCEDURES ACT OF 1969, 1969 PA
306, MCL 24.201 TO 24.328. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CERTI FY EACH
[ NDI VI DUAL WHO SATI SFI ES THE STANDARDS DESCRI BED IN THI S SUBSEC-
TION AS A TOURNAMENT WATER SKI VESSEL OPERATOR AND | SSUE PROOF OF
THAT CERTI FI CATI ON TO THE | NDI VI DUAL.

(6) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT STANDARDS FOR TOURNAMENT
WATER SKI ERS ESTABLI SHED BY THE M CHI GAN WATER SKI ASSOCI ATI ON | N
" GUI DELI NES FOR TRAINING PERM T ELI G BI LI TY", PROPOSED REVI SI ON
125 OF 1996. HOWEVER, THE DEPARTMENT MAY PROMULGATE RULES PRO
VI DI NG FOR ALTERNATI VE STANDARDS UNDER THE ADM NI STRATI VE PROCE-
DURES ACT OF 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 TO 24.328. THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL CERTI FY EACH | NDI VI DUAL WHO SATI SFI ES THE STAN-
DARDS DESCRI BED IN THI S SUBSECTI ON AS A TOURNAMENT WATER SKI ER
AND | SSUE PROOF OF THAT CERTI FI CATI ON TO THE | NDI VI DUAL.

(7) THE M CH GAN WATER SKI ASSOCI ATI ON SHALL PROVI DE ANNU-
ALLY TO THE DEPARTMENT AND THE M CH GAN SHERI FFS ASSOCI ATI ON BOTH
OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) A LIST OF THE | NDI VI DUALS WHOM THE ORGANI ZATI ON CONSI D-
ERS QUALI FI ED FOR TOURNAMENT WATER SKI | NG

(B) THE NAMES OF NOT MORE THAN 3 BODI ES OF WATER ON VHI CH
EACH OF THOSE | NDI VI DUALS MAY BE AUTHORI ZED TO PRACTI CE FOR
TOURNAMENT WATER SKI | NG
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1 (8) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SPECI FY THE BODY OR BODI ES OF WATER
2 UPON WHI CH A WATER SKI ER MAY PRACTI CE UPON EACH CERTI FI CATE

3 | SSUED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (6).
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