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HOUSE BILL No. 4378

March 4, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Bob Brown, Jelinek, Woronchak, LaForge,
Neumann, Pestka, Lemmons, Sheltrown, Spade, Wojno, Toy, Frank, Law, Rocca, Richner,
Schauer, Clark, Bogardus, Gieleghem, Minore, Jamnick, Dennis, Woodward, O’ Nell, Mans,
Schermesser, Baird, Scott, Lockwood and Thomas and referred to the Committee on Education.

A bill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revised school code,"
by anmendi ng section 1531 (MCL 380.1531), as anended by 1995 PA
289.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1531. (1) Except as provided in this act, the state
board shall determ ne the requirenents for and issue all |icenses
and certificates for teachers, including preprimary teachers, and
the requirenents for an endorsenent of teachers as qualified
counsel ors and an endorsenent of teachers for teaching a foreign
| anguage in an elenentary grade in the public schools of the
state.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in this act, the state
board shall only issue a teaching certificate to a person who has

passed appropriate exam nations as foll ows:
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(a) For a secondary level teaching certificate, has passed
both the basic skills exam nation and the appropriate avail abl e
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area in which he or she
applies to be certified.

(b) For an elenentary |evel teaching certificate, has passed
the basic skills examnnation and, if it is available, the el enen-
tary certification exam nation, and has passed the appropriate
avai | abl e subj ect area exam nation for each subject area, if any,
in which he or she applies to be certified.

(3) Except as otherwise provided in this act, the state
board shall issue a Mchigan teaching certificate to a person
holding a certificate fromanother state or a teaching degree
froman out-of-state teacher preparation institution who applies
for a Mchigan teaching certificate only if the person passes
appropriate exam nations as foll ows:

(a) For a secondary level teaching certificate, pass both
the basic skills exam nation and the appropriate avail able
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area in which he or she
applies to be certified. The state board nmay accept passage of
an equi val ent exam nati on approved by the state board to neet 1
or both of these requirenents.

(b) For an elenentary |evel teaching certificate, pass the
basic skills examnation and, if it is available, the elenentary
certification exam nation, and pass the appropriate avail abl e
subj ect area exam nation for each subject area, if any, in which

he or she applies to be certified. The state board may accept
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passage of an equival ent exam nation approved by the state board
to meet 1 or nore of these requirenents.

(4) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVIDED IN THIS ACT, THE STATE
BOARD SHALL ONLY | SSUE A TEACHI NG CERTI FI CATE TO A PERSON WHO HAS
MET THE ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY, AS APPLI CABLE, READI NG CREDI T
REQUI REMENTS ESTABLI SHED UNDER STATE BOARD RULE. NOT LATER THAN
1 YEAR AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED
THI S SUBSECTI ON, THE STATE BOARD SHALL DEVELOP NEW READI NG STAN-
DARDS, OR REVI SE EXI STI NG READI NG STANDARDS, TO ADDRESS READI NG
DI SORDERS AND TO ENABLE TEACHERS TO PROVI DE EFFECTI VE | NSTRUCTI ON
AND SUPPCRT FOR PUPI LS W TH READI NG DI SORDERS.

(5 —4)— Subject to subsection (6— (7), if a person hol d-
ing a teaching certificate fromanother state applies to the
state board for a Mchigan teaching certificate and neets the
requi renents of this subsection, the state board shall issue to
the person a M chi gan professional education teaching certificate
and applicabl e endorsenents conparable to those the person hol ds
in the other state, without requiring the person to pass a basic
skills exam nation or the applicable subject area exam nation
ot herwi se required under subsection (2) or (3). To be eligible
to receive a M chigan professional education teaching certificate
under this subsection, a person shall provide evidence satisfac-
tory to the departnment that he or she neets all of the follow ng
requirenents:

(a) Has taught successfully for at least 3 years in a posi-
tion for which the person's teaching certification fromthe other

state was vali d.
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(b) Has earned, after his or her initial certification in
anot her state, at |east 18 senester credit hours in a planned
course of study at a state board approved institution of higher
education or has earned, at any tine, a state board approved
master's or doctoral degree.

(c) Has net the elenentary or secondary, as applicable,
reading credit requirenment established under state board rule.

(6) —5)— A person who receives a teaching certificate and
endor senment or endorsenents under subsection —(4)— (5) is eligi-
ble to receive 1 or nore additional endorsenents conparable to
endorsenments the person holds in another state only if the person
passes the appropriate subject area exam nations required under
subsection (2) or (3).

(7) —6)— The state board shall deny a M chi gan teaching
certificate to a person described in subsection (4— (5) for
fraud, material m srepresentation, or concealnent in the person's
application for a certificate or for a conviction for which a
person's teaching certificate may be revoked under
section 1535a.

(8) —#H— The departnent, based upon criteria recomrended
pursuant to subsection (99— (10), shall provide to state board
approved teacher education institutions state board approved
guidelines and criteria for use in the devel opnment or selection
of a basic skills exam nation and approved gui delines and cri -
teria for use in the devel opnent or selection of subject area

exam nati ons.
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(9) —8)— For the purposes of this section, the state board,
based upon criteria recommended pursuant to subsection (95—
(10), shall devel op, select, or develop and select 1 or nore
basic skills exam nations and subject area exam nations. In
addition, the state board, based upon criteria recommended pursu-
ant to subsection (99— (10), shall approve an elenentary certi-
fication exam nation and a readi ng subject area exam nati on.

(10) 99— The state board shall appoint an 11-nenber
t eacher exam nation advisory commttee conprised of representa-
tives of approved teacher education institutions and M chigan
educati on organi zati ons and associ ations. Not nore than 1/2 of
the nmenbers conprising this conmttee shall be certified
teachers. This commttee shall recomrend criteria to be used by
the state board in the devel opnent, selection, or devel opnent and
selection of 1 or nore basic skills exam nations, and criteria to
be used by the state board in the devel opnent, selection, or
devel opnent and sel ection of subject area exam nations. |n addi-
tion, the commttee shall recomrend guidelines for the use and
adm ni stration of those exam nations. The basic skills exam na-
tions referred to in this subsection may be devel oped by the
state board or selected by the state board fromcomrercially or
uni versity devel oped exam nations. In addition, an approved
teacher education institution, pursuant to guidelines and cri-
teria described in subsection A— (8), nay devel op an exani na-
tion at its own expense for approval by the state board. An

approved teacher education institution that develops its own
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examnation is liable for any litigation that results fromthe
use of its exam nation.

(11) —36)— The state board shall appoint a 7-nmenber stand-
i ng technical advisory council conprised of persons who are
experts in nmeasurenment and assessnent. This council shall advise
the state board and the teacher exam nation commttee on the
validity, reliability, and other technical standards of the exam
inations that will be used or are being used and of the adm nis-
tration and use of those exam nati ons.

(12) —*3)— Not | ater than Novenber 30 of each year, the
state board shall submt in witing a report on the devel opnent
or selection and use of the basic skills exam nation, the el enen-
tary certification exam nation, and the subject area exam nations
to the house and senate education commttees. The report shal
al so contain a financial statenent regarding revenue received
fromthe assessnent of fees |evied pursuant to subsection (13)—
(14) and the anmount of and any purposes for which that revenue
was expended.

(13) —*2)— The basic skills exam nation, the el enentary
certification exam nation, and the subject area exam nations
required by this section may be taken at different tinmes during
an approved teacher preparation program but the basic skills
exam nation nust be passed before a person is enrolled for stu-
dent teaching and the elenentary certification exam nation and
t he subject area exam nations, as applicable, must be passed

before a person is recomended for certification.
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(14) —33)— The departnment, or if approved by the state
board, a private testing service, may assess fees for taking the
basic skills exam nation, elenentary certification exam nation,
and the subject area exam nations. The fees, which shall be set
by the state board, shall not exceed $50.00 for a basic skills
exam nation or $75.00 for an elenentary certification exam nation
or a subject area exam nation. However, if a subject area exam -
nation for vocational education includes a perfornance exani na-
tion, an additional fee may be assessed for taking the per-
formance exam nation, not to exceed the actual cost of adm nis-
tering the performance exam nation. Fees received by the depart-
ment shall be expended solely for adm nistrative expenses that it
incurs in inplementing this section.

(15) (34— If a person holding a teaching certificate from
anot her state applies for a Mchigan teaching certificate and
nmeets all requirenments for the M chigan teaching certificate
except passage of the appropriate exam nations under
subsection (3), the state board shall issue a nonrenewabl e tenpo-
rary teaching certificate, good for 1 year, to the person. The
state board shall not issue a Mchigan teaching certificate to
the person after expiration of the tenporary teaching certificate
unl ess the person passes appropriate exam nations as described in
subsection (3).

(16) —35)— As used in this section:

(a) "Basic skills exam nation" neans an exam nati on devel -
oped or selected by the state board or devel oped pursuant to

subsection (99— (10) by an approved teacher education
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institution for the purpose of denonstrating the applicant's
know edge and under st andi ng of basic | anguage and mat henati cal
skills and other skills necessary for the certificate sought, and
for determ ning whether or not an applicant is eligible for a
provi sional M chigan teaching certificate.

(b) "Elenmentary certification exam nation" neans a conpre-
hensi ve exam nation for elenentary certification that has been
devel oped or selected by the state board for denonstrating the
applicant's know edge and under standi ng of the core subjects nor-
mal |y taught in elenentary classroons and for determ ni ng whet her
or not an applicant is eligible for an elenmentary | evel teaching
certificate.

(c) "Subject area exam nation" neans an exam nation rel ated
to a specific area of certification, which exam nati on has been
devel oped or selected by the state board for the purpose of
denonstrating the applicant's know edge and under standi ng of the
subj ect matter and determ ni ng whether or not an applicant is
eligible for a Mchigan teaching certificate.

(17) —36)— The state board shall pronulgate rules for the
i npl enentation of this section.

(18) —*A— Notw thstandi ng any rul e pronul gated by the
state board to the contrary, the state board shall continue to
i ssue state elenmentary or secondary continui ng education certifi-
cates pursuant to R 390.1132(1) of the Mchigan adm nistrative
code to persons who conpleted the requirenents of that rule by
Decenber 31, 1992 and who apply for that certificate not |ater
than March 15, 1994. |If the state board has issued a state
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1 elenentary or secondary professional education certificate to a
2 person described in this section, the state board shall consider
3 the person to have a state elenentary or secondary, as applica-

4 ble, continuing education certificate.
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