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HOUSE BILL No. 4608

April 29, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Cherry, Hale, Jacobs, Pestka, Martinez, Schauer,
Bovin, Julian, Mortimer, Bogardus, Scott, Godchaux, LaSata, Green, Brewer, Schermesser,
DeHart, Daniels, Caul, Frank, Neumann, Bob Brown, Toy, Pumford, Minore and Scranton and
referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

A bill to amend 1996 PA 195, entitled
"Police officer's and fire fighter's survivor tuition act,"”
by anending the title and sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 (MCL 390. 1241,
390. 1242, 390. 1243, and 390. 1244).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
TI TLE

An act to provide for a waiver of tuition at state public
institutions of higher education for children and surviving
spouses of M chigan police officers and —++re+ft+ghters—
FI REFI GHTERS killed in the line of duty; and to provide for an
appropriation.

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

"police officer's and —+++re—+Hghter—s— FI REFI GATER S survi vor
tuition act".
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Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Child" means an individual who is a natural or adopted
child of a deceased M chigan police officer or deceased M chi gan
—++re—++ghter— FlI REFI GHTER and who was under the age of 21 at the
time of the Mchigan police officer's or Mchigan —+e
f+ghter—s— FI REFI GHTER S deat h.

(b) "Departnent"” neans the departnent of state police.

(c) "Killed" means that the M chigan police officer's or
M chi gan —f++re—+f+ghter—s— FIREFIGHTER S death is the direct and
proximate result of a traumatic injury incurred in the |line of
duty.

(d) "Line of duty" neans an action that a M chigan police
of ficer or Mchigan —+H+e—+t+ghter— FI REFI GHTER i s obligated or
aut hori zed to performby rule, regulation, condition of enploy-
ment or service, or law, including, but not limted to, a social,
cerenonial, or athletic function that the M chigan police officer
or M chigan —+++e+f+ghter— FI REFI GHTER i s assigned to or conpen-
sated for by the public agency he or she serves.

(e) "Mchigan police officer"” means a sheriff or sheriff's
deputy of a sheriff's departnent in this state; village or town-
ship marshal of a village or township in this state; officer of
the police departnent of any city, village, or township in this
state; officer of the Mchigan state police; or any other police

officer or |aw enforcenent officer trained and certified pursuant

to t he Mehrgan—tawenforcenrent—ofifteers—trarnrng—ecounctHt—act—of
1965—Aet—No—263—of thePubt+e—-Aets—of 1965 —betng——sections
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28661+to28-616—of theMechigan—Conpited—+taws— COMM SSI ON ON LAW
ENFORCEMENT STANDARDS ACT, 1965 PA 203, MCL 28.601 TO 28.616

(f) "M chigan —++re—++ghter— FlI REFI GHTER' neans a nenber
i ncl udi ng vol unteer nenbers and nenbers paid on call of a fire
departnent, or other organization that provides fire suppression
and other fire-related services — OF TH S STATE OR of a city,
townshi p, village, —ef— county, AUTHORI TY, OR OTHER GOVERNMENTAL
UNIT who is responsible for or is in a capacity that includes
responsibility for the extinguishnment of fires. M chigan —f+re
Hghter— FlI REFI GHTER does not include a person whose job descri p-
tion, duties, or responsibilities do not include direct involve-
ment in fire suppression.

(g) "Cccupational disease" neans a di sease that routinely
constitutes a special hazard in, or is comonly regarded as con-
comtant of, the Mchigan police officer's or Mchigan —++e
Heghter—s— FI REFI GHTER S occupati on.

(h) "State institution of higher education"” neans a public
community or junior college established under section 7 of arti-
cle VIIl of the state constitution of 1963 or part 25 of the
revi sed school code, —Act—No—45tofthePubtecActs—of—31976-

taws— 1976 PA 451, MCL 380. 1601 TO 380. 1607, or a state univer-
sity described in section 4, 5, or 6 of article VIII of the state
constitution of 1963.

(i) "Traumatic injury" nmeans a wound or the condition of the
body caused by external force, including, but not limted to, an

injury inflicted by bullet, explosive, sharp instrunent, bl unt
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obj ect or other physical blow, fire, snoke, chem cal,
electricity, climatic condition, infectious disease, radiation,
or bacteria, but excluding an injury resulting fromstress,
strain, or occupational disease.

(j) "Tuition" nmeans tuition at the rate charged for resi-
dents of this state.

Sec. 3. (1) Beginning in the 1996-1997 academ c year, and
subject to the limtations in subsections (2), (3), and (4), a
state institution of higher education shall waive tuition for
each child and surviving spouse of a Mchigan police officer or
M chi gan —+++re—+Hghter— FlI REFI GHTER who has been or is killed in
the line of duty if the child or surviving spouse neets all of
the foll owm ng requirenents:

(a) Applies, qualifies, and is admtted as a full-tine,
part-time, or summer school student in a program of study |eading
to a degree or certificate.

(b) I's a legal resident of the state for at |east the 12
consecutive nonths i medi ately preceding his or her application.
For an individual who is a dependent of his or her parent, resi-
dency status shall be determined by the parent's residency. For
an individual who is not a dependent, residency status shall be
determned in the same manner as under title IV of the higher
education act of 1965, Public Law 89-329, 79 Stat. 1232.

(c) Applies to the departnent for tuition waiver under this
act and provi des evidence satisfactory to the departnent that he
or she is the child or the surviving spouse of a Mchigan police
of ficer or Mchigan —+H+e—+t+ghter— FI REFI GHTER who was killed in
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the line of duty, that the course or courses for which he or she
is seeking a tuition waiver neet the requirenents of subsection
(2), and that he or she neets the other requirenents of this
section.

(d) For a child of a Mchigan police officer or Mchigan
—f+re—++ghter— FlI REFI GHTER who was killed in the |line of duty,
applies under subdivision (c) for the first time before the age
of 21.

I I " i s o

(E) H— Maintains satisfactory academ c progress, as

defined by the state institution of higher education, for each
termor senester in which he or she is enrolled. The satisfac-
tory progress definition used by an institution for federal stu-
dent assistance prograns under title IV of the higher education
act of 1965, PUBLIC LAW 89-329, 79 STAT. 1232, is acceptable for

t he purposes of this act.
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(F) —tg)— Has not achieved a bachelor's degree and has
received tuition reinbursenent under this act for |less than 124
senester credits or 180 termcredits at an institution of higher
educati on.

(2) A state institution of higher education shall waive
tuition under this act only for courses that are applicable
toward the degree or certificate requirenents of the programin
whi ch the child or surviving spouse is enroll ed.

(3) Achild or surviving spouse of a Mchigan police officer
or M chi gan —++e—+f+ghter— FlI REFI GHTER who was killed in the |ine
of duty is eligible for tuition waiver under this section for not
nore than a total of 9 senesters or the equival ent nunber of
terns or quarters.

(4) Tuition shall be waived only to the extent that the
tuition is not covered or paid by any schol arship, trust fund,
statutory benefit, or any other source of tuition coverage avail -
able to the person eligible for a waiver under this act.

Sec. 4. (1) Beginning in the 1996-1997 academ c year, upon
receiving an application under section —3te)— 3(1)(C, the
departnent shall determ ne whether the applicant and the courses
for which tuition waiver is sought neet the requirenents of
section 3 and, if so, shall approve the application and notify
the state institution of higher education that the application
has been approved.

(2) Beginning in the 1996- 1997 academ c year, upon applica-
tion by the state institution of higher education, the departnent
—arntatty— shal | rei nburse each state institution of higher
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educati on, | MVEDI ATELY AFTER THE COVPLETI ON OF EACH TERM OR
SEMESTER, for the total anpunt of tuition waived during the inme-
di ately precedi ng —++secal—year— TERM OR SEMESTER under
section 3. The departnent annually shall report to the |egisla-
ture the nunmber of individuals for whomtuition has been wai ved
at each state institution of higher education and the total

anounts to be paid under this act for that fiscal year.
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