HOUSE BILL No. 4762

June 8, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Richardville, Ehardt, Garcia, Allen, Schermesser,
Bovin and Mans and referred to the Committee on Appropriations.

Ab

ill to provide for a waiver of tuition at a college or

university in this state for Mchigan national guard nenbers; to

prescribe duties for certain state officials; and to provide for

an appropriation.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the
"M chi gan national guard education incentive act".

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Adjutant general"™ nmeans the adjutant general of this
state.

(b) "Eligible person” neans a nenber of the M chigan
nati onal guard including the air national guard who is in active
status. Eligible person does not include a nenber of the
M chi gan national guard or air national guard who is absent
w t hout | eave or who is under charges as described in the
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M chi gan code of mlitary justice of 1980, 1980 PA 523, MCL
32.1001 to 32.1148.

(c) "Fund" nmeans the M chigan national guard tuition waiver
fund created in section 4.

(d) "Tuition" nmeans the cost of a course of study at a
public or private college or university located in this state.
Tuition does not include the cost of books, study materials, or
ot her fees assessed to students by the college or university.

(e) "Tuition waiver program neans the M chi gan nati onal
guard tuition waiver programcreated in section 3.

Sec. 3. (1) The Mchigan national guard tuition waiver pro-
gramis created within the departnent of mlitary and veterans
affairs.

(2) The adjutant general shall adm nister the tuition waiver
program and prescribe forns and procedures to effectively carry
out the tuition waiver program

(3) Acollege or university enrolling an eligible person as
a part-time or full-time student shall waive the eligible
person's tuition up to an ampunt not to exceed $2,000.00 for each
academ c year if the eligible person provides a copy of an
approved application as required under subsection (5). A college
or university that waives the tuition for an eligible personis
eligible for reinmbursenent fromthe fund of an anmount equal to
t he ampbunt wai ved not to exceed $2,000.00 in any acadenic year.
Application for reinbursenent under this subsection shall be nade

in a manner prescribed by the adjutant general.
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(4) An eligible person may apply to the adjutant general for
a tuition waiver. The adjutant general shall approve the
application if the applicant neets the definition of an eligible
person under section 2 and if there is sufficient noney in the
fund to cover the cost of the anmobunt requested on the
appl i cation.

(5) An eligible person applying for a tuition waiver under
subsection (4) at a college or university shall provide a copy of
an approved application while registering for the course of study
at the college or university.

(6) If an eligible person has enrolled in a college or uni-
versity located in this state and has not applied for and
received a tuition waiver, the eligible person may apply for
rei nbursenent for the full anmount of the tuition paid to the col -
| ege or university not to exceed $2,000.00 in any academ c year.
The application shall include evidence of conpletion of the
course of study in a manner prescribed by the adjutant general.

(7) The tuition waiver programapplies to any course of
instruction that is included in a degree programoffered by a
col |l ege or university.

(8) The tuition waiver programapplies to an eligible person
notw t hst andi ng any ot her educational incentive or benefit
received by the eligible person under any other educati onal
assi stance program provi ded by any other | aw.

(9) Upon conpletion of a course of study, an eligible person
who successfully applied for and received a tuition waiver under

subsection (4) shall provide evidence of attendance and
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conpl etion of the course of study in a manner prescribed by the
adj utant general .

(10) An eligible person who received a tuition waiver under
subsection (4) or who received rei nbursenent for the cost of
tuition under subsection (6) and who did not conplete the course
of study for which it was granted shall reinburse the fund the
full amount waived or received in a manner prescribed by the
adj utant general .

Sec. 4. (1) The M chigan national guard tuition waiver fund
is created within the state treasury.

(2) The state treasurer may receive noney or other assets
fromany source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer
shall direct the investnent of the fund. The state treasurer
shall credit to the fund interest and earnings fromthe fund.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shal
remain in the fund and shall not |apse to the general fund.

(4) The adjutant general shall expend noney fromthe fund
for either of the follow ng:

(a) To reinburse a college or university in this state that
has wai ved tuition under section 3(3).

(b) To reinburse an eligible person for the cost of tuition
paid to a college or university under section 3(6) for a course
of study conpleted by the eligible person.

Sec. 5. The legislature shall appropriate $2,000,000.00 to
the fund for the fiscal year ending on Septenber 30, 1999.
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