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HOUSE BILL No. 4903

September 28, 1999, Introduced by Rep. Law and referred to the Committee on Health
Policy.

A bill to anmend 1978 PA 368, entitled
"Public health code,"
by anendi ng sections 18802 and 18838 (MCL 333. 18802 and
333.18838), section 18802 as anended by 1982 PA 353.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 18802. (1) —Abandenmrent—reans—to—forsake—enttrety
I ’ : et i " I

“ABANDONED BY | TS OMNER' MEANS ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) FAILURE OF AN O\NER TO RETURN TO REGAI N CUSTODY OF AN
ANI MAL LEFT I N THE CUSTODY OF A VETERI NARI AN BY I TS OMNER FOR
TREATMENT, BOARDI NG OR OTHER SERVI CES AT THE SCHEDULED TI ME FOR
THE ANI MAL' S RETURN OR AT COVPLETI ON OF THE SERVI CES.
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(B) REFUSAL OF AN OMNER TO ACCEPT CUSTODY OF AN ANI MAL LEFT
I N THE CUSTODY OF A VETERI NARI AN BY I TS OMNER FOR TREATMENT,
BOARDI NG, OR OTHER SERVI CES AT THE SCHEDULED TI ME FOR THE
ANl MAL' S RETURN OR AT COWVPLETI ON OF THE SERVI CES.

(© FAILURE OF AN OANER TO PROVI DE PAYMENT FOR TREATIVENT,
BOARDI NG, OR OTHER SERVI CES ON AN ANI MAL LEFT IN THE CUSTODY CF A
VETERI NARI AN BY I TS OAMNER AS AGREED UPON BY THE OAWNER AND THE
VETERI NARI AN.

(2) "Animal" means an ani mal other than a human bei ng and
includes all fow, birds, fish, and reptiles, wild or donestic,
living or dead, which may be carriers of infectious diseases.

(3) "OMNER' MEANS THE ACTUAL OMNER OF AN ANI MAL, AN AGENT OF
THE OMNER OF THE ANI MAL, OR A PERSON W TH THE APPARENT AUTHORI TY
TO ACT AS THE OANER OR AS THE ACGENT OF THE OANER OF AN ANI VAL.

(4) —3)— "Supervision" includes that degree of close physi -
cal proximty necessary for the supervising veterinarian to
observe and nonitor the performance of a veterinary technician.

Sec. 18838. (1) A veterinarian may di spose of an ani mal
pl aced in the veterinarian's custody for treatnment, boarding, or
ot her care and abandoned —fer—mpre—than—16—days— by its owner —et
agent— by sending the notices required by this section. The vet-
erinarian shall send a first witten notice of an intent to dis-
pose of the animal by certified mail to the owner, —er—agents— at
his or her l|ast known address and a second witten notice not
| ess than —36— 5 days after sending the first notice. Upon the
expiration of 5 days after sending the second witten notice to

t he owner, —er—agent— a veterinarian nmay di spose of the ani mal.
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(2) The disposal OF AN ANI MAL does not rel ease the owner —of
agent— from paynent of costs incurred, including the disposal.

(3) This section does not prevent the owner or agent from
mtigating additional costs by renoving the animal from custody
of the veterinarian.

(4) IN THE CASE OF AN ANI MAL ABANDONED BY I TS OANER, THE
OMER |I'S CONSI DERED TO HAVE RELI NQUI SHED ALL RI GATS TO THE
ANI VAL.
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