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HOUSE BILL No. 5172

December 7, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Voorhees, Gosselin, Faunce, Kukuk,
Pappageorge, Tabor, Garcia, Richner and Caul and referred to the Committee on
Transportation.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,"
by anmendi ng section 312e (MCL 257.312e), as anended by 1991 PA
100.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 312e. (1) Except as provided in subsections (4), (5),
(6), (7), and (8), a person, before operating a vehicle towing a
vehi cl e having a gross vehicle weight rating over 10,000 pounds,
shal | procure a group A vehicle designation on his or her
operator's or chauffeur's license. Unless an indorsenent is
required, a person licensed to operate a group A vehicle may
operate a group B or C vehicle w thout taking another test. A
person, before operating a single vehicle having a gross vehicle
wei ght rating of 26,001 pounds or nore, or any conbination of

vehi cl es having a gross conbinati on weight rating of 26,001
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pounds or nore if the vehicle being towed does not have a gross
vehicle weight rating over 10,000 pounds, shall procure a group B
vehi cl e designation on his or her operator's or chauffeur's
license. Unless an indorsenent is required, a person licensed to
operate a group B vehicle may operate a group C vehicle w thout
taki ng another test. A person, before operating a school trans-
portation vehicle or a single vehicle having a gross vehicle
wei ght rating under 26,001 pounds or a conbination of vehicles
having a gross conbi nati on wei ght rating under 26,001 pounds if
the vehicle being towed does not have a gross vehicle wei ght
rating over 10,000 pounds and carryi ng hazardous materials on
which a placard is required under 49 CF. R parts 100 to 199, or
designed to transport 16 or nore passengers including the driver,
shal |l procure a group C vehicle designation and a hazardous nate-
rial or passenger vehicle indorsenent on his or her operator's or
chauffeur's license. An applicant for a vehicle group designa-
tion shall take know edge and driving skills tests that conply
with mninmmfederal standards prescribed in 49 CF. R part 383
as required under this act. The license shall be issued, sus-
pended, revoked, canceled, or renewed in accordance with this
act. Except as provided in this subsection, all of the foll ow ng
appl y:

(a) A person who takes the driving test required under
section 312f for a group A vehicle designation in a conbination
of vehicles having a gross conbi nati on wei ght rating under 26,001
pounds shall not operate a single vehicle having a gross vehicle

wei ght rating of 26,001 pounds or nore, or any conbination of
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vehi cl es having a gross conbinati on weight rating of 26,001
pounds or nore if the vehicle being towed has a gross vehicle
wei ght rating of 10,001 pounds or nore or the tow ng vehicle has
a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds or nore.

(b) A person who has a group B vehicle designation that is
not restricted under this subsection and who takes the driving
test required under section 312f for a group A vehicle designa-
tion in a conbination of vehicles having a gross conbi nation
wei ght rating under 26,001 pounds shall not operate any conbi na-
tion of vehicles having a gross conbination weight rating of
26, 001 pounds or nore if the vehicle being towed has a gross
vehicle weight rating of 10,001 pounds or nore.

(c) A person who takes the driving test required under
section 312f for a group B vehicle designation in a conbination
of vehicles in which the tow ng vehicle has a gross vehicle
wei ght rating under 26,001 pounds shall not operate a single
vehi cl e having a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds or
nore, or any conbination of vehicles if the tow ng vehicle has a
gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds or nore.

(2) A person, before operating a commercial notor vehicle
pul ling double trailers, shall procure the appropriate vehicle
group designation and a T vehicle indorsenent under this act. A
person, before operating a conmmercial notor vehicle that is a
tank vehicle, shall procure the appropriate vehicle group desig-
nation and an N vehicle indorsenent under this act. A person,
bef ore operating a comercial notor vehicle carrying hazardous

materials on which a placard is required under 49 C.F.R parts
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100 to 199, shall procure the appropriate vehicle group
desi gnation and an H vehicl e indorsenent under this act. A
person, before operating a commercial notor vehicle that is a
tank vehicle carrying hazardous material, shall procure the
appropriate vehicle group designation and both an N and H vehicle
i ndor senent, which conbination vehicle indorsenent shall be des-
ignated by the code letter X on the person's operator's or
chauffeur's license. A person, before operating a bus, school
bus, or school transportation vehicle, shall procure the appro-
priate vehicle group designation and a P vehicle indorsenent
under this act. A person who fails the air brake portion of the
witten or driving tests provided under section 312f or who takes
the driving test provided under that section in a comrerci al
not or vehicle that is not equipped with air brakes shall not
operate a commercial notor vehicle equipped wth air brakes. One
or nore indorsenents may be necessary to operate a comrerci al
nmot or vehicle. An applicant for an indorsenent shall take the
knowl edge and driving skills tests described and required pursu-
ant to 49 CF. R part 383. Know edge tests shall be l[imted to
that which a driver nust have for the safe operation of a comrer-
cial notor vehicle. The driver is not expected to have know edge
of subjects, such as vehicle nechanics, that go beyond the scope
of the information necessary for safe operation of his or her
commercial notor vehicle. An applicant for a P vehicle indorse-
ment shall take the driving skills test in a bus or school bus.
(3) The hol der of an unexpired operator's or chauffeur's

license may be issued a vehicle group designation and i ndorsenent
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valid for the remainder of the |license upon neeting the
qual i fications of section 312f and paynent of the original vehi-
cl e group designation fee of $20.00 and an indorsenent fee of
$5. 00 per indorsenent for a 4-year operator's or chauffeur's
license, paynent of a vehicle group designation fee of $20.00 for
a 2-year operator's or chauffeur's |license under section 314b and
an i ndorsenent fee of $5.00 per indorsenent, and a corrected
license fee of $6.00. A person required to procure an F vehicle
i ndor senent pursuant to subsection (5) shall pay an indorsenent
fee of $5.00.

(4) Except as otherwi se provided in subsections (5) and (6),
this section does not apply to a driver or operator of a vehicle
under all of the follow ng conditions:

(a) The vehicle is controlled and operated by a farnmer or an
enpl oyee or famly nenber of the farner.

(b) The vehicle is used to transport agricul tural products,
farm machi nery, farm supplies, or a conbination of these itens,
to or froma farm

(c) The vehicle is not used in the operation of a commobn or
contract notor carrier.

(d) The vehicle is operated within 150 mles of the farm

(5) A person, before driving or operating a conbination of
vehi cl es having a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds or
nmore on the power unit that is used as described in
subsection (4)(a) to (d), shall obtain an F vehicle indorsenent.
The F vehicle indorsenment shall be issued upon successf ul

conpl etion of a know edge test only.
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(6) A person, before driving or operating a single vehicle
truck having a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,001 pounds or
nore or a conbination of vehicles having a gross vehicle weight
rating of 26,001 pounds or nore on the power unit that is used as
described in subsection (4)(a) to (d) for carrying hazardous
materials on which a placard is required under 49 CF. R parts
100 to 199, shall successfully conplete both a know edge test and
a driving skills test. Upon successful conpletion of the know -
edge test and driving skills test, the person shall be issued the
appropriate vehicle group designation and any vehicl e i ndor senent
necessary under this act.

(7) This section does not apply to a —+++re—+H+ghter— POLI CE
OFFI CER OPERATI NG AN AUTHORI ZED EMERCGENCY VEHI CLE OR TO A
FI REFI GHTER operating an aut hori zed enmergency vehicle who has net
the driver training standards of the Mchigan fire fighters
traini ng council.

(8) This section does not apply to a person operating a

not or home or a vehicle used exclusively to transport personal

possessions or famly menbers for nonbusi ness purposes.
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(9) —|*H— The noney received and col |l ected under subsection

(3) for a vehicle group designation or indorsenent shall be
deposited in the state treasury to the credit of the general
fund. The secretary of state shall refund out of the fees col -

| ected to each county or nunicipality acting as an exam ni ng

of ficer or exam ning bureau $3.00 for each applicant exam ned for
a first designation or indorsenent to a 4-year operator's or

chauffeur's license, $2.50 for each original designation or
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i ndorsenent to a 2-year operator's or chauffeur's license, $1.50
for each renewal designation or indorsenent to a 2- or 4-year
operator's or chauffeur's |license, whose application is not
deni ed, on the condition that the noney refunded shall be paid to
the county or local treasurer and is appropriated to the county,
muni ci pality, or officer or bureau receiving that noney for the
pur pose of carrying out this act.

(10) —*2)— Notw t hstandi ng any other provision of this sec-
tion, a person operating a vehicle described in subsections (4)

and (5) is subject to the provisions of sections 303 and 319b.
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