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HOUSE BILL No. 5491

March 8, 2000, Introduced by Rep. Hart and referred to the Committee on Family and
Civil Law.

A bill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"”
by anendi ng sections 11b and 115j (MCL 400. 11b and 400. 115j),
section 11b as anmended by 1990 PA 122 and section 115j] as added
by 1994 PA 238.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 11b. (1) Wthin 24 hours after receiving a report made
or information obtained pursuant to section 1la, the county
—departrent—of—soctal——services— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY shal
commence an investigation to determ ne whether the person sus-
pected of being or believed to be abused, neglected, or exploited
is an adult in need of protective services. A reasonable belief
on the part of the county departnent that the person is an adult
in need of protective services is a sufficient basis for

investigation. |[If an investigation pertains to an adult residing
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in an adult foster care facility licensed by the M chigan
—departnent—of—sociat—services— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY, the
county departnent shall provide the adult foster care |licensee
wi th the substance of the abuse or neglect allegations as soon as
practicable after the beginning of the investigation. The
i censee shall have the opportunity to respond to the all ega-
tions, and the response shall be included in the record.

(2) Upon a request by the county departnent, |ocal |aw
enforcenent officers shall cooperate with the county depart nent
in an investigation of suspected abuse, neglect, or
exploitation. However, the investigation required by this sec-
tion shall not be in place of an investigation by the appropriate
pol i ce agency regardi ng suspected crimnal conduct arising from
the suspected abuse, neglect, or exploitation.

(3) The investigation shall include a determ nation of the
nature, extent, and cause of the abuse, neglect, or exploitation;
exam nation of evidence; identification, if possible, of the
person responsi ble for the abuse, neglect, or exploitation; the
nanmes and conditions of other adults in the place of residence;
an eval uation of the persons responsible for the care of the
adult, if appropriate; the environnent of the residence; the
relati onship of the adult to the person responsible for the
adult’s care; an evaluation as to whether or not the adult would
consent to receiving protective services; and —any— other perti-
nent dat a.

(4) The investigation shall include an interview with the

adult. The county departnent shall conduct the interview by
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means of a personal visit with the adult in the adult’s dwelling
or in the office of the county departnent, by tel ephone conversa-
tion, or by —any— other neans that may be available to the county
departnment. |In attenpting to conduct a personal visit with the
adult in the adult’s dwelling, if adm ssion to the dwelling is

deni ed, the county departnent may seek to obtain a search warrant

VIDED I N 1966 PA 189, MCL 780.651 TO 780. 659.

(5) The investigation may include a nedical, psychol ogical,
soci al, vocational, and educational evaluation and revi ew.

(6) I'n the course of an investigation, the county departnment
shall determine if the adult is or was abused, negl ected, or
exploited. The county departnent shall nake available to the
adult the appropriate and |l east restrictive protective services,
directly or through the purchase of services from other agencies
and professions, and shall take necessary action to safeguard and
enhance the welfare of the adult, if possible. The county
departnent al so shall collaborate with |aw enforcenent officers,
courts of conpetent jurisdiction, and appropriate state and com
munity agencies providing human services, which services are pro-
vided in relation to preventing, identifying, and treating adult
abuse, neglect, or exploitation. |If the abuse, neglect, or
expl oi tation i nvol ves substance abuse, the county depart nent
shal | col |l aborate with the | ocal substance abuse coordi nating
agency as designated by the office of substance abuse services in
the departnment of —pubtiec—tHeatth— COMUNI TY HEALTH for a referral
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for substance abuse services. The county departnment nmay petition

for a finding of incapacity and appoi ntnment of a guardian or tem

AS PROVI DED IN SECTI ON 5303 OR 5312 OF THE ESTATES AND PROTECTED
I NDI VI DUALS CODE, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700. 5303 AND 700.5312, and may

petition for the appointnment of a conservator —purstant—to—sec—

700461—of —theM-chigan—Conpited—taws— AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON
5401 OF THE ESTATES AND PROTECTED | NDI VI DUALS CODE, 1998 PA 386,

MCL 700. 5401, for a vul nerable adult.

(7) Upon conpletion of an investigation, the county depart-
ment shall prepare a witten report of the investigation and its
findings. A copy of this witten report shall be forwarded to
the state departnment upon the request of the state departnent.

(8) The county departnent may provide a copy of the witten
report to the prosecuting attorney for the county in which the
adul t suspected of being or believed to be abused, neglected, or
expl oited resides or is found.

Sec. 115j. (1) An adoption subsidy shall continue until 1
of the follow ng occurs:

(a) The adoptee becones 18 years of age.

(b) The adoptee is enmanci pat ed.

(c) The adoptee dies.

(d) The adoption is term nated.
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(e) Adetermnation of ineligibility is made by the
depart nent.

(2) If sufficient funds are appropriated, the departnment may
conti nue an adoption subsidy for an adoptee under 21 years of age
if the departnment determ nes that the adoptee is a student regu-
larly attending a high school, college, university, or vocational
school in pursuance of a course of study leading to a high school
di pl oma, coll ege degree, or gainful enploynent.

(3) An adoption subsidy shall continue even if the adoptive
parent or parents |eave the state.

(4) An adoption support subsidy shall continue during a
period in which the adoptee is renoved fromhis or her honme as a
tenporary court ward.

(5) Upon the death of the adoptive parent, the departnent

shal |l continue maki ng adopti on subsidy paynents to the guardian
of the adoptee if a guardian is appoi nted —under—section—422—-or
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Conptted—taws— AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON 5202 OR 5204 OF THE ESTATES
AND PROTECTED | NDI VI DUALS CODE, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700. 5202 AND
700. 5204.

Enacting section 1. This anmendatory act takes effect Apri

1, 2000.
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