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HOUSE BILL No. 5496

HOUSE BILL No. 5496

March 8, 2000, Introduced by Rep. Koetje and referred to the Committee on Family and
Civil Law.

A bill to amend 1931 PA 328, entitled
"The M chi gan penal code,"
by amendi ng section 145n (MCL 750.145n), as added by 1994 PA
149.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 145n. (1) A caregiver is guilty of vulnerable adult
abuse in the first degree if the caregiver intentionally causes
serious physical harmor serious nental harmto a vul nerable
adult. Vulnerable adult abuse in the first degree is a felony
puni shabl e by inprisonnment for not nore than 15 years or a fine
of not nore than $10, 000. 00, or both.

(2) A caregiver or other person with authority over the vul -
nerable adult is guilty of vulnerable adult abuse in the second
degree if the reckless act or reckless failure to act of the

caregiver or other person with authority over the vul nerabl e
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adul t causes serious physical harmor serious nental harmto a
vul nerable adult. Vulnerable adult abuse in the second degree is
a felony punishable by inprisonment for not nore than 4 years or
a fine of not nore than $5, 000. 00, or both.

(3) A caregiver is guilty of vulnerable adult abuse in the
third degree if the caregiver intentionally causes physical harm
to a vulnerable adult. Vulnerable adult abuse in the third
degree is a m sdeneanor puni shable by inprisonnment for not nore
than 2 years or a fine of not nore than $2,500.00, or both.

(4) A caregiver or other person with authority over the vul -
nerable adult is guilty of vulnerable adult abuse in the fourth
degree if the reckless act or reckless failure to act of the
caregi ver or other person with authority over a vul nerable adult
causes physical harmto a vulnerable adult. Vulnnerable adult
abuse in the fourth degree is a m sdeneanor punishable by inpris-
onment for not nore than 1 year or a fine of not nore than
$1, 000. 00, or both.

(5) This section does not prohibit a caregiver or other
person with authority over a vulnerable adult fromtaking reason-
able action to prevent a vulnerable adult from being harmed or
from harm ng ot hers.

(6) This section does not apply to an act or failure to act

carried out —purstant—to—a durabte—power—of—attorney—for

BY A PATI ENT ADVOCATE UNDER A PATI ENT ADVOCATE DESI GNATI ON
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1 EXECUTED I N ACCORDANCE W TH SECTI ONS 5506 TO 5512 OF THE ESTATES
2 AND PROTECTED | NDI VI DUALS CODE, 1998 PA 386, MCL 700.5506 TO
3 700.5512.
4 Enacting section 1. This anmendatory act takes effect Apri

5 1, 2000.
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