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HOUSE BILL No. 6043

HOUSE BILL No. 6043

September 28, 2000, Introduced by Reps. Gosselin, Vear, Ehardt, Bradstreet and Bishop
and referred to the Committee on Local Government and Urban Policy.

A Dbill to amend 1909 PA 279, entitled
"The hone rule city act,"”
by anendi ng section 5 (MCL 117.5), as anended by 1988 PA 268.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 5. A city does not have power:

(a) To increase the rate of taxation now fixed by | aw,
unl ess the authority to do so is given by a ngjority of the el ec-
tors of the city voting at the election at which the proposition
Is submtted, but the increase in any case shall not —be—stech—as
to— cause the rate to exceed 2% except as provided by |aw, of
the assessed val ue of the real and personal property in the
city.

(b) To submt to the electors a charter nore often than once
In every 2 years, nor unless the charter is filed with the city

clerk 60 days before the election, but this provision —staH—
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DOES not apply to the subm ssion and resubm ssion of charters of
cities —whieh— THAT nmay be incorporated under this act until they
—shatH+— have first adopted a charter. —Where— IF a city submts
to the electors a charter and the charter is adopted by the el ec-
tors, and the city has operated under the charter, which charter
has not, at the tine it is adopted, been on file with the city
clerk 60 days, then the legislative body of the city, -—dupor—+ts—
AFTER giving the notice of election as provided in the charter
may resubmt THE CHARTER to the electors, at a special or genera
el ecti on. —the—echarter—whieh,—+Ff— |IF THE CHARTER | S THEN
adopted by the electors, IT shall be considered operative and
effective as of the date of the first subm ssion and adopti on.
The charter shall not be resubmtted unless 60 days have el apsed
between the date of the filing of the charter and the date of the
el ection at which the charter is resubmtted.

(c) To call nore than 2 special elections within 1 year.
This prohibition does not apply to el ections —whteh—+may—be— THAT
ARE held in the subm ssion and resubm ssion of charters of cities
—whteh— THAT nmay be incorporated under this act until they have
first adopted a charter, and does not apply to el ections —whteh
fray—be— THAT ARE held in the resubm ssion of a charter once
adopted as provided in subdivision (b).

(d) To decrease the salary of a nunicipal judge after his or
her el ection or appointnent, or during the judge's term of
of fice, notw thstanding any charter provision to the contrary. —
fror—statHH—the— THE termof a public official WHOSE OFFI CE | S HELD
FOR A FI XED TERM SHALL NOT be shortened or extended beyond the
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period for which the official is elected or appointed, unless he
or she resigns or is renoved for cause. ——wherethe—off+rece—+s
hetd—for—a—ftixedterm—

(e) To adopt a charter or an anmendnent to the charter unless
approved by a ngjority of the electors voting —thereeri— ON THE
ADOPTION; to sell a park, cenetery, or any part of a park or cem
etery, except —where— |F the park is not required under an offi-
cial master plan of the city; to engage in a business enterprise
requiring an investnent of noney in excess of 10 cents per
capita; or to authorize an issue of bonds except bonds issued in
anticipation of the collection of taxes actually |evied and
uncol l ected or for which an appropriati on has been nmade; bonds
—whteh— THAT the city is authorized by its charter to issue as
part of its budget system to an anount —whie€h— THAT in any year,
together with the taxes levied for the sane year, wll not exceed
the limt of taxation authorized by |aw, special assessnent
bonds; bonds for the city's portion of |ocal inprovenents;
refundi ng bonds; energency bonds; —as—def+red—by—thts—act— and
bonds —whteh— THAT the | egislative body is authorized by specific
statute to issue without vote of the electors, unless approved by
a mpjority of the electors voting —thereoi— ON THE | SSUANCE at a

general or special election. —nadditiontotheforegorng—=a
ctHty—whieh—nowhas,—or—which—ay—hereafter—have;— A CI TY THAT HAS

a popul ati on of 750,000 persons or nore may issue bonds, upon A
resolution of its governing body, w thout prior approval of the
el ectors, —whieh— THAT the city is authorized by its charter to
I ssue as part of its budget system to an amount —-whteh— THAT in

07105' 00



o O~ W DN P

4
any year, together with the ad valoremtaxes |levied for the sane
year, exclusive of debt service taxes or taxes |levied pursuant to

other laws, will not exceed 2-1/2% of the assessed val ue of the

real and personal property in the city. —thts— THIS limtation

—to—stupersede—and—take— SUPERSEDES AND TAKES t he pl ace of any
contrary | anguage in any existing city charter. —For—thepur—

powers may be exercised if approved by a majority of the electors
voting thereon at a general or special election held on or after
April 1, 1966.

(f) To make a contract with, or give an official position
to, —ene— A PERSON who is in default to the city.

(g) To issue bonds wi thout providing a sinking fund to pay
themat maturity, except as provided in section 4g(1l), —but—
EXCEPT THAT si nking funds —shatHt—roet—be— ARE NOT required in the
case of serial bonds —whteh— THAT fall due annually. Bonds,

whet her aut horized under this act or any other act, except
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ref undi ng bonds, revenue bonds, notor vehicle highway fund bonds,
rehabilitation bonds, judgnent bonds, bonds or other obligations
I ssued to fund an operating deficit of a city, bonds or other
obligations to pay premuns or to establish funds to self-insure
for | osses as authorized by the municipal finance act, —Aet
No—202—of—thePubt+ecActs—of 1943 —betng—sect+ons—13+1++6139-3
of —the—M-echi-gan—Conpited—taws— 1943 PA 202, MCL 131.1 TO 139. 3,
bonds the issuance of which has been approved by the voters, and
bonds issued to conmply with an order of a court of conpetent
jurisdiction shall not be issued by a city unless notice of the
I ssuance of the bonds is published once in a newspaper of general
circulation in the city at |east 45 days before the issuance of
t he bonds. —wthta—which—pert+otd—apett+tion—+ay—be— |IF, WTH N
THAT 45-DAY PERIOD, A PETITION IS filed with the |egislative body
THAT | S signed by not |ess than 10% or 15,000 of the registered
electors in the city, whichever is |ess, —+Awhteh—event— the

| egi sl ati ve body shall submit the question of the issuance of the
bonds to the electors of the city —— at a regular or speci al
election in the city. The bonds shall not be issued unless a

majority vote of the electors voting on the issuance vote in
favor of issuing the bonds. The notice of intent to issue bonds
shal|l state the maxi mum anount of the bond issue, the purpose of
the bond i ssuance, THE source of paynent, THE right of referendum
on the issuance of the bonds, and other information —as— THAT the
| egi sl ati ve body OF THE CITY determ nes to be necessary to ade-
quately informthe electors and all other interested persons of

the nature of the issue and of their rights with respect to the
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issue. If a notice of intent has been published before July 31,
1973 —— in substantial conpliance with this section, and the
referendum period fornerly provided by this section has expired
—— but the bonds have not been issued, the notice and the publi-
cation of the notice are —hereby—vat+dated— VALID and, if no
petition for a referendum on issuance of the bonds has been or is
signed and filed within the tine period fornerly provided by this
section, the bonds nmay be issued wi thout submtting the proposi-
tion for approval to the electors, or if a petition has been or
Is so signed and filed, the bonds may be issued if approved at an
el ection as provided in this subdivision.

(h) To repudiate a debt by a change in its charter or by
consolidation with any other nunicipality.

(1) To submt a franchise to the electors at a special elec-
tion, unless the expense of holding the election, as determ ned
by the legislative body, is paid in advance to the city treasurer
by the grantee in the franchi se.

(J) TO ADCPT AN ORDI NANCE OR REGULATI ON THAT | NTERVENES | N
THE AFFAI RS OF | NDI VI DUALS, FAM LI ES, BUSI NESSES, OR TAXPAYERS
W THOUT THE APPROVAL OF 2/3 OF THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO AND SERVI NG
I N THE LEG SLATI VE BODY OF THE CITY.
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