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HOUSE BILL No. 6050

September 28, 2000, Introduced by Reps. Van Woerkom, Pappageorge, Mortimer, Ehardt
and LaSata and referred to the Committee on Family and Civil Law.

A bill to amend 1953 PA 181, entitled
"An act relative to investigations in certain instances of the
causes of death within this state due to viol ence, negligence or
other act or om ssion of a crimnal nature or to protect public
health; to provide for the taking of statements frominjured per-
sons under certain circunstances; to abolish the office of coro-
ner and to create the office of county nedical exam ner in cer-
tain counties; to prescribe the powers and duties of county nedi -
cal exami ners; to prescribe penalties for violations of the pro-
visions of this act; and to prescribe a referendumthereon,”
by anmendi ng section 2 (MCL 52.202).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 2. (1) —©Coeunty— A COUNTY nedi cal —examners— EXAM NER
or deputy county nedi cal —examners— EXAM NER shal | —freke—+hves—
t+gatt+ons—as—to— | NVESTI GATE t he cause and manner of death —
att——cases— UNDER EACH OF THE FOLLOW NG CI RCUMSTANCES:

(A) THE CASE of -persons—whohave—core—to—thetrr—deatti— AN

| NDI VI DUAL WHO HAS DI ED by vi ol ence. ——ot—
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(B) THE CASE OF AN | NDI VI DUAL whose death was unexpected. —-

(© THE CASE OF AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO DI ED wi t hout nedi cal
attendance during the 48 hours —pr+er—to— | MMEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG
the —+Hwetur— TI ME of death, unless the attendi ng physician, if any,
Is able to determ ne accurately the cause of death. ——ot—

(D) THE CASE COF AN | NDI VI DUAL WHO HAS DI ED as the result of
an abortion, whether self-induced or otherw se.

(2) If —any— A prisoner in —afty— A county or city jail dies
while so inprisoned, the county nedi cal exam ner OR DEPUTY COUNTY
VEDI CAL EXAM NER, upon being notified of the death of the prison-
er, shall -rake—an—examnation—upen— EXAM NE t he body of the
deceased pri soner.

(3) A COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL
EXAM NER, WHI LE CONDUCTI NG AN | NVESTI GATI ON UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1)
OR (2), MAY | SSUE A SUBPCENA TO PRODUCE MEDI CAL RECORDS, BOOKS,
PAPERS, DOCUMENTS, OR OTHER | TEMS RELATED TO THE DEATH BEI NG
| NVESTI GATED,

(4) |F A SUBPCENA | SSUED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (3) 1S NOT OBEYED,
THE COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER OR DEPUTY COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER NMNAY
PETITION THE Cl RCU T COURT FOR THE COUNTY | N VWH CH THE DEATH
OCCURRED TO REQUI RE THE PRODUCTI ON OF MEDI CAL RECORDS, BOOKS,
PAPERS, DOCUMENTS, OR OTHER | TEMS DESCRI BED I N THE SUBPOENA. THE
Cl RCU T COURT MAY | SSUE AN ORDER REQUI RI NG A PERSON TO PRODUCE
THE MEDI CAL RECORDS, BOOKS, PAPERS, DOCUMENTS, OR OTHER | TEMS.

FAI LURE TO OBEY THE ORDER OF THE CI RCU T COURT MAY BE PUNI SHED BY
THE COURT AS A CONTEMPT OF COURT.
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