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HOUSE BILL No. 6060

October 3, 2000, Introduced by Reps. Garcia, Pappageorge, Mortimer and Ehardt and
referred to the Committee on Family and Civil Law.

A Dbill to amend 1970 PA 91, entitled
"Child custody act of 1970,"
by anmendi ng section 6a (MCL 722.26a), as added by 1980 PA 434.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 6a. (1) IN A CUSTODY DI SPUTE BETWEEN PARENTS, UNLESS
THERE 1S SHOMN TO BE A HI STORY OF ABUSE OR NEGLECT BY ElI THER OF
THE PARENTS, THE COURT SHALL ORDER JO NT CUSTQODY.

(2) In A custody —disputes— DI SPUTE bet ween parents, |F SUB-
SECTI ON (1) DOES NOT APPLY, the parents shall be advised of joint
custody. At the request of either parent, the court shall con-
sider an award of joint custody, and shall state on the record
the reasons for granting or denying a request. In other cases
joint custody may be considered by the court. The court shall

determ ne whether joint custody is in the best interest of the
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child by considering the follow ng factors:
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(a) The factors enunerated in section 3.

(b) Whether the parents will be able to cooperate and gener-
ally agree concerning inportant decisions affecting the welfare
of the child.

(3) 20— If the parents agree on joint custody, the court
shall award joint custody unless the court determ nes on the
record, based upon clear and convincing evidence, that joint cus-
tody is not in the best interests of the child.

(4) —3)— If the court awards joint custody, the court may
include in its award a statenent regarding when the child shal
reside with each parent, or nmay provide that physical custody be
shared by the parents in a nmanner to assure the child continuing
contact with both parents.

(5 —4)— During the tine a child resides with a parent,
that parent shall decide all routine matters concerning the
chi | d.

(6) 5— If there is a dispute regarding residency, the
court shall state the basis for a residency award on the record
or in witing.

(7) —6)— Joint custody —shatt— DOES not elimnate the
responsibility for child support. Each parent —shtatH—+be— IS
responsi bl e for child support based on the needs of the child and
the actual resources of each parent. |If a parent woul d otherw se
be unable to nmai ntain adequate housing for the child and the
ot her parent has sufficient resources, the court may order nodi-
fied support paynents for a portion of housing expenses even

during a period when the child is not residing in the hone of the
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parent receiving support. An order of joint custody, in and of
Itsel f, —shatHH— DOES not constitute grounds for nodifying a sup-
port order.

(8 —|7#— As used in this section, "joint custody" neans an
order of the court in which 1 or both of the followng is
speci fi ed:

(a) That the child —shatHH——restde— RESIDES alternately for
specific periods wth each of the parents.

(b) That the parents —shalt— share deci sion-making authority
as to the inportant decisions affecting the welfare of the
chi | d.

03758' 99 Fi nal page. G\H



