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SENATE BILL NO. 46

January 26, 1999, Introduced by Senator STILLE and referred
to the Commttee on Farm ng, Agribusiness and Food
Syst ens.

A bill to anmend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,"
by anmendi ng section 722 (MCL 257.722), as anended by 1993 PA 22.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 722. (1) The maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed the
nunber of pounds designated in the follow ng provisions —whiech—
THAT prescribe the di stance between axl es:

(a) —W¥When— |IF the axle spacing is 9 feet or nore between
axl es, the maxi num axle |oad shall not exceed 18,000 pounds for
vehi cl es equi pped with high pressure pneunatic or balloon tires.

(b) —When— IF the axle spacing is less than 9 feet between 2
axles but nore than 3-1/2 feet, the maxi num axle | oad shall not
exceed 13,000 pounds for high pressure pneunmatic or ball oon

tires.
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(c) —When— |IF THE axles are spaced |less than 3-1/2 feet
apart, the maxi mum axl e |oad shall not exceed 9,000 pounds per
axl e.

(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) shall be known as the
nor mal | oadi ng maxi num

(2) When normal loading is in effect, the state transporta-
tion departnment, —and— OR A | ocal —atuthertit+es— AUTHORITY with
respect to highways under —thet+— |TS jurisdiction, may designate
certain highways, or sections of those highways, where bridges
and road surfaces are adequate for heavier |oading, —wheh— AND
REVI SE A desi gnati on —+ay—be—+eviset— as needed, on which the
maxi mum t andem axl e assenbly | oadi ng shall not exceed 16, 000
pounds for any axle of the assenbly, if there is no other axle
within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly.

(3) Except as provided in subsection |{(8)— (9), on a |egal
conbi nati on of vehicles, only 1 tandem axl e assenbly shall be
permtted on the designated hi ghways at the gross perm ssible
wei ght of 16, 000 pounds per axle, if there is no other axle
within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly, and if no other tandem
axl e assenbly in the conbination of vehicles exceeds a gross
wei ght of 13,000 pounds per axle. Wen the maxi num gross wei ght
of a conbination of vehicles with | oad does not exceed 73, 280
pounds, 2 tandem axle assenblies shall be permtted on the desig-
nat ed hi ghways at a gross perm ssible weight of 16,000 pounds per
axle, if there is no other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the
assenbly. HOWNEVER, THE LOADI NG MAXI MUMS AND GROSS VEHI CLE VEI GHT
REQUI REMENTS UNDER SUBSECTI ON (9) SHALL APPLY FOR A DI STANCE OF
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NOT MORE THAN 10 M LES FROM A DESI GNATED H GHWAY OR | NTERSTATE
H GHWAY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PI CKUP OR DELI VERY OF AN AGRI CULTURAL
COVWMODI TY.

(4) The normal size of tires shall be the rated size as pub-
i shed by the manufacturers, and the maxi num wheel |oad perm ssi -
ble for any wheel shall not exceed 700 pounds per inch of width
of tire.

(5) —bBur+rag— EXCEPT AS PROVI DED | N SUBSECTI ON (6), DURI NG
the nonths of March, April, and May in each year, the maxi num
axl e | oad all owabl e on concrete pavenents ——— or pavenents with a
concrete base —— shall be reduced by 25% from the maxi num axl e
| oad as specified in this chapter, and the naxi mum axl e | oads
al l owabl e on all other types of roads during these nonths shal
be reduced by 35% fromthe maxi num axl e | oads as specified. The
maxi mum wheel | oad shall not exceed 525 pounds per inch of tire
wi dth on concrete and concrete base or 450 pounds per inch of
tire wwdth on all other roads during the period the seasonal road

restrictions are in effect.

(6) . : . i ents I I

betng—showr,—the— THE state transportation departnment — for
roads under —thet+r— I TS jurisdiction — MAY GRANT and A county

road —eoemm-sstoens— COVWM SSI ON for roads under —thet+— I TS juris-
di cti on —rray—permt— SHALL GRANT exenptions from seasonal
wei ght restrictions for —mt+k— THE HAULI NG OF AGRI CULTURAL

COMMODI Tl ES on specified routes when requested I N VR Tl NG
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agreerrents— AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON, "AGRI CULTURAL COMMCDI Tl ES"

MEANS " FARM PRODUCTS" AS THAT TERM IS DEFINED I N SECTION 2 OF THE
M CH GAN RI GHT TO FARM ACT, 1981 PA 93, MCL 286.472, FERTILIZER
FARM NG EQUI PMENT, AND FUEL. HOANEVER, AGRI CULTURAL COWMODI Tl ES
DO NOT | NCLUDE TREES AND Tl MBER

(7) —6)— The state transportation departnent, or |ocal
authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, may IN
| TS DI SCRETI ON suspend the restrictions inposed by this section
when and where ———nA—+ts—disereti+onr— conditions of the highways
or the public health, safety, and wel fare —se— warrant
SUSPENSI ON, and —+may— i npose the restricted | oading requirenents
of this section on designated highways at any other tine that the
conditions of the highway —ray— require.

(8 —#H— For the purpose of enforcenent of this act, the
gross vehicle weight of a single vehicle and | oad or a conbi na-
tion of vehicles and | oads, shall be determ ned by wei ghing

i ndi vi dual axles or groups of axles, and the total weight on al
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the axles shall be the gross vehicle weight. |In addition, the
gross axl e weight shall be determ ned by wei ghi ng individual
axl es or by weighing a group of axles and dividing the gross
wei ght of the group of axles by the nunber of axles in the
group. Pursuant to subsection |(8)— (9), the overall gross
wei ght on a group of 2 or nore axles shall be determ ned by
wei ghi ng i ndividual axles or several axles, and the total weight
of all the axles in the group shall be the overall gross weight
of the group.

(9) —8)— The loading maximumin this subsecti on —shatt+
appty— APPLIES to interstate highways, and the state transporta-
tion departnent, or a local authority with respect to hi ghways
under its jurisdiction, may designate a hi ghway, or a section of
a highway, for the operation of vehicles having a gross vehicle
wei ght of not nore than 80,000 pounds —whieh— THAT are subject to
the foll ow ng | oad maxi muns:

(a) Twenty thousand pounds on any 1 axle, including al
enf orcenment tol erances.

(b) A tandem axl e wei ght of 34,000 pounds, including al
enf orcenment tol erances.

(c) An overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore consecu-
tive axles equaling:

W = 500 LN + 12N + 36\

/
\N-1 /
where W= overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore consecu-

tive axles to the nearest 500 pounds, L = distance in feet

between the extrenme of a group of 2 or nore consecutive axles,
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and N = nunber of axles in the group under consideration; except
that 2 consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross | oad of
34,000 pounds each if the first and | ast axles of the consecutive
sets of tandem axles are not |less than 36 feet apart. The gross
vehi cl e wei ght shall not exceed 80, 000 pounds including al
enforcenent tolerances. Except for 5 axle truck tractor, sem -
trailer conbinations having 2 consecutive sets of tandem axl es,
vehi cl es having a gross weight in excess of 80,000 pounds or in
excess of the vehicle gross weight determ ned by application of
the formula in this subsection shall be subject to the maxi num
axl e | oads of subsections (1), (2), and (3). As used in this
subsection, "tandem axle weight" nmeans the total weight transmt-
ted to the road by 2 or nore consecutive axles, the centers of
whi ch may be included between parallel transverse vertical planes
spaced nore than 40 inches —— but not nore than 96 i nches ——

apart, extending across the full width of the vehicle.
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