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SENATE BILL NO. 139

January 27, 1999, Introduced by Senator HART and referred to
the Coonmttee on Fam lies, Mental Health and Human
Servi ces.

A bill to amend 1975 PA 238, entitled
"Child protection | aw, "
by anmendi ng section 3 (MCL 722.623), as anended by 1994 PA 177.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 3. (1) A physician, coroner, dentist, registered
dental hygienist, nmedical exam ner, nurse, —&a— person |icensed to
provi de energency nedi cal care, audiol ogist, psychol ogist, mar-
riage and famly therapist, |licensed professional counselor, cer-
tified social worker, social worker, social work technician,
school adm nistrator, school counselor or teacher, |aw enforce-
ment officer, JUVEN LE PROBATI ON OFFI CER, OFFI CER OR EMPLOYEE
W TH RESPONSI BI LI TY FOR JUVENI LES I N A CORRECTI ONS OR OTHER
DETENTI ON FACI LI TY, or regulated child care provider who has
reasonabl e cause to suspect child abuse or neglect shall nmake

i mredi ately, by tel ephone or otherw se, an oral report, or cause
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an oral report to be made, of the suspected child abuse or
neglect to the departnment. Wthin 72 hours after neking the oral
report, the reporting person shall file a witten report as
required in this act. |If the reporting person is a nenber of the
staff of a hospital, agency, or school, the reporting person
shall notify the person in charge of the hospital, agency, or
school of his or her finding and that the report has been nade,
and shall make a copy of the witten report available to the
person in charge. One report froma hospital, agency, or school
shal | be consi dered adequate to neet the reporting requirenent.
A menber of the staff of a hospital, agency, or school shall not

be di sm ssed or otherw se penalized for nmaking a report required

by this act or for cooperating in an investigation.

(2) The witten report shall contain the nanme of the child
and a description of the abuse or neglect. |If possible, the
report shall contain the nanes and addresses of the child' s par-

ents, the child' s guardian, the persons with whomthe child
resides, and the child' s age. The report shall contain other
information available to the reporting person —whteh— THAT m ght
establish the cause of the abuse or neglect, and the manner in
whi ch the abuse or negl ect occurred.

(3) The departnent shall informthe reporting person of the
required contents of the witten report at the tine the oral
report is made by the reporting person.

(4) The witten report required in this section shall be

mai | ed or otherwise transmtted to the county —departrent—of
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soctal—serviees— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE ACENCY of the county in
whi ch the child suspected of being abused or neglected is found.

(5) Upon receipt of a witten report of suspected child
abuse or neglect, the departnent may provide copies to the prose-
cuting attorney and the probate court of the counties in which
the child suspected of being abused or neglected resides and is
f ound.

(6) If the report or subsequent investigation indicates a
viol ati on of sections 136b and 145c or sections 520b to 520g of
the M chi gan penal code, —Aet—No—328—-ofthePubtcActs—of—1931
betng—seections—756—136b—7+50145c—and—+56-526b—+to0+56-520gof the
M-ehi-gan—Compited—taws— 1931 PA 328, MCL 750. 136B, 750.145C, AND
750.520B TO 750.520G, or if the report or subsequent investiga-
tion indicates that the suspected abuse was not conmtted by a
person responsible for the child' s health or welfare, and the
departnent believes that the report has basis in fact, the
departnent shall transmt a copy of the witten report and the
results of any investigation to the prosecuting attorney of the
counties in which the child resides and is found.

(7) I'f alocal |aw enforcenent agency receives a witten
report of suspected child abuse or neglect, whether fromthe
reporting person or the departnent, the report or subsequent
i nvestigation indicates that the abuse or neglect was commtted
by a person responsible for the child' s health or welfare, and
the I ocal | aw enforcenment agency believes that the report has
basis in fact, the local | aw enforcenent agency shall provide a

copy of the witten report and the results of any investigation
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to the county —departrent—of—soectal—serviees— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE
AGENCY of the county in which the abused or neglected child is
found. Nothing in this subsection or subsection (6) shall be
construed to relieve the departnment of its responsibility to
i nvestigate reports of suspected child abuse or negl ect under
this act.

(8) For purposes of this act, the pregnancy of a child |ess
than 12 years of age or the presence of a venereal disease in a
child who is over 1 nonth of age but |ess than 12 years of age
—shal—be— | S reasonabl e cause to suspect child abuse and negl ect

have occurred.
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