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SENATE BILL NO. 323

February 18, 1999, Introduced by Senator JAYE and referred to
the Commttee on Natural Resources and Environnental
Affairs.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"
by anmendi ng section 1606 (MCL 324.1606), as added by 1995 PA 60.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1606. (1) —Fhe— EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTI ON (8),
THE departnment and conservation officers appointed by the depart-
ment are peace officers vested with all the powers, privileges,
prerogatives, and inmunities conferred upon peace officers by the
general laws of this state; have the sanme power to serve crimna
process as sheriffs; have the sane right as sheriffs to require
aid in executing process; and are entitled to the sane fees as
sheriffs in performng those duties.

(2) The departnent may comm ssion state park officers to
enforce within the boundaries of the state parks rules

pronmul gated by the departnent and any |laws of this state
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specified in those rules as enforceable by comm ssioned state
park officers. In performng those enforcenent activities, com
m ssi oned state park officers are vested with the powers, privi-
| eges, prerogatives, and i mmunities conferred upon peace officers
under the laws of this state.

(3) If a conservation officer or a state park officer com
m ssi oned pursuant to subsection (2) arrests a person w thout
warrant for a m sdenmeanor commtted in the officer's presence
that is punishable by inprisonnent for not nore than 90 days or a
fine, or both, instead of imrediately bringing the person for
arrai gnment by the court having jurisdiction, the officer may
i ssue to and serve upon the person an appearance ticket as autho-

ri zed by sections 9a to 9g of chapter 1V of the code of crimnal

procedure, —Aet—No—1t#+5—ofthePubtecAets—of 192+ —betrng—Sseec—

tHons—F64—9ato—+649gof theMehigan—Conpttetd—taws— 1927
PA 175, MCL 764.9A TO 764. 9G

(4) An appearance pursuant to an appearance ticket may be
made in person, by representation, or by mail. |f appearance is
made by representation or nmail, a district judge, OR a munici pal
j udge —or—ajudge—of—recorder—s—court—of—betrott— nay accept a
pl ea of guilty and paynent of a fine and costs on or before the
definite court date indicated on the appearance ticket, or nmay
accept a plea of not guilty for purposes of arraignnment, both
with the sane effect as though the person personally appeared
before the court. |f appearance is nmade by representation or
mail, a district court magi strate may accept a plea of guilty

upon an appearance ticket and paynent of a fine and costs on or
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before the definite court date indicated on the appearance ticket
for those offenses within the magistrate's jurisdiction, as pre-
scribed by section 8511 of the revised judicature act of 1961
—Act—No—236—of —thePuble—Acts—of 1961 —being—seet+on—666-851t1
of—the—Mechtgan—Conptted—taws— 1961 PA 236, MCL 600. 8511, or may
accept a plea of not guilty for purposes of arraignnment, if
aut hori zed to do so by the judge of the district court district,
with the sane effect as though the person personally appeared
before the court. The court, by giving not |less than 5 days'
notice of the date of appearance, nay require appearance in
person at the place designated in the appearance ticket.

(5) This section does not prevent the execution of a warrant

for the arrest of the person as in other cases of m sdeneanors if
necessary.

(6) If a person fails to appear, the court, in addition to
the fine assessed if the person is found guilty for the offense

commtted, may add to the fine and costs |evied against the
person additional costs incurred in conpelling the appearance of
t he person, which additional costs shall be returned to the gen-
eral fund of the unit of government incurring the costs.

(7) The departnent, in conjunction wwth the M chigan state
enpl oyees associ ation of the Anmerican federation of state,
county, and nunici pal enpl oyees and the M chi gan professional
enpl oyees society, shall study the feasibility of allow ng
full -time enpl oyees of the departnent to performthe duties of

conservation officers under certain circunstances.
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1 (8) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF THI S ACT, A
2 CONSERVATI ON OFFI CER APPO NTED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (1) SHALL HAVE 3
3 YEARS OF HUNTI NG AND FI SHI NG EXPERI ENCE BEFORE HE OR SHE ENFORCES
4 A LAW THAT REGULATES THE TAKI NG OF FI SH OR GAME.
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