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SENATE BILL NO. 417

March 9, 1999, Introduced by Senators HAMMERSTROM DI NGELL
MC COTTER, DUNASKI SS, HOFFMAN and SHUGARS and referred to
the Commttee on Government Operations.

A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election |aw, "
by anendi ng section 952 (MCL 168.952), as anended by 1993 PA
137.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 952. (1) A petition for the recall of an officer shal
nmeet all of the follow ng requirenents:

(a) Conmply with section 544c(1) and (2).

(b) Be printed.

(c) State clearly each reason for the recall. Each reason
for the recall shall be FOR REASONS OF M SFEASANCE, MALFEASANCE
OR NONFEASANCE | N OFFI CE AND SHALL BE based upon the officer's
conduct during his or her current termof office. The reason for

the recall may be typewitten.
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(d) Contain a certificate of the circulator. The
certificate of the circulator may be printed on the reverse side
of the petition.

(e) Bein a formprescribed by the secretary of state.

(2) Before being circulated, a petition for the recall of an
officer shall be submtted to the board of county el ection com
m ssioners of the county in which the officer whose recall is
sought resi des.

(3) The board of county el ection comm ssioners, not |ess
than 10 days or nore than 20 days after subm ssion to it of a
petition for the recall of an officer, shall neet and shal
determ ne whet her each reason for the recall stated in the peti-
tion is of sufficient clarity to enable the officer whose recal
is sought and the electors to identify the course of conduct that
is the basis for the recall. Failure of the board of county
el ection comm ssioners to conply with this subsection shall con-
stitute a determnation that each reason for the recall stated in
the petition is of sufficient clarity to enable the officer whose
recall is being sought and the electors to identify the course of
conduct that is the basis for the recall.

(4) The board of county el ection comm ssioners, not |ater
than 24 hours after receipt of a petition for the recall of an
officer, shall notify the officer whose recall is sought of each
reason stated in the petition and of the date of the neeting of
the board of county election comm ssioners to consider the clar-

ity of each reason
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(5) The officer whose recall is sought and the sponsors of
the petition may appear at the neeting and present argunents on
the clarity of each reason

(6) The determ nation by the board of county election com
m ssioners may be appeal ed by the officer whose recall is sought
or by the sponsors of the petition drive to the circuit court in
the county. The appeal shall be filed not nore than 10 days
after the determ nation of the board of county election
conmi ssi oners.

(7) A petition that is determned to be of sufficient clar-
ity under subsection (1) or, if the determ nation under subsec-
tion (1) is appeal ed pursuant to subsection (6), a petition that
is determned by the circuit court to be of sufficient clarity is
valid for 180 days following the | ast determ nation of sufficient
clarity under this section. A recall petition that is filed
under section 959 or 960 after the 180-day period described in
this subsection is not valid and shall not be accepted pursuant
to section 961. This subsection does not prohibit a person from
resubmtting a recall petition for a determ nation of sufficient

clarity under this section.
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