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SENATE BILL NO. 625

May 26, 1999, Introduced by Senators SCHUETTE, ROGERS, GOSCHKA,
STEI L, HOFFMAN, JOHNSON, HAMMERSTROM DUNASKI SS, S| KKEMA,
BENNETT, GOUGEON, STILLE, GAST, SCHWARZ, SHUGARS, MC MANUS,
NORTH, KO VI STO, MC COTTER, EMERSON, M LLER and V. SM TH
and referred to the Cormittee on Econom c Devel opnent,

I nternational Trade and Regul atory Affairs.

A bill to anmend 1996 PA 376, entitled
"M chi gan renai ssance zone act,"
by anending the title and sections 3, 4, 5 6, and 8
(MCL 125.2683, 125.2684, 125.2685, 125.2686, and 125.2688) and by
addi ng section 8a.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:
TI TLE

An act to create AND EXPAND certain renai ssance zones; to
foster econom c opportunities in this state; to facilitate eco-
nom ¢ devel opnent; to stinulate industrial, conmmercial, and resi-
dential inprovenents; to prevent physical and infrastructure
deterioration of geographic areas in this state; to authorize
expenditures; to provide exenptions and credits fromcertain
taxes; to create certain obligations of this state and | ocal

governmental units; to require disclosure of certain transactions
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2
and gifts; to provide for appropriations; and to prescribe the
powers and duties of certain state and | ocal departnents, agen-
cies, and officials.

Sec. 3. As used in this act:

(a) "Board" nmeans the state admi nistrative board created in
—Act—No—2—of —thePublt+e—Acts—of 1921 —betngseet+ons—1t+~1+to
1#-3—of —the—Mrchigan—Conpited—taws— 1921 PA 2, MCL 17.1 TO 17. 3.

(b) "Devel opnent plan" nmeans a witten plan that addresses
the criteria in section 7 and includes all of the foll ow ng:

(1) A map of the proposed renai ssance zone that indicates
t he geographic boundaries, the total area, and the present use
and conditions generally of the |and and structures within those
boundari es.

(11) Evidence of community support and comm tnent fromresi-
dential and business interests.

(11m) A description of the nethods proposed to increase eco-
nom ¢ opportunity and expansion, facilitate infrastructure
i nprovenent, and identify job training opportunities.

(1v) Current social, economc, and denographic characteris-
tics of the proposed renai ssance zone and anti ci pated i nprove-
ments in education, health, human services, public safety, and
enpl oynment if the renai ssance zone is created.

(v) Any other information required by the board.

(c) "Elected county executive" neans the el ected county
executive in a county organi zed under —Aet—No—293—ofthePublie
: e . . . . oy ki
Confptted—taws— 1966 PA 293, MCL 45.501 TO 45.521, or —Aet—No—139
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of —thePuble—Acts—of 19743, —betng—seet+ons 45551+ to045-57/3of
the—M-echtgan—Corptted—taws— 1973 PA 139, MCL 45.551 TO 45. 573.

(d) "Local governnental unit" nmeans a county, city, village,
or townshi p.

(e) "Person" means an individual, partnership, corporation,
association, limted liability conpany, governnental entity, or
other legal entity.

(f) "Qualified I ocal governnental unit" neans either of the
fol | ow ng:

(1) A county.

(mm) Acity, village, or township that contains an eligible
di stressed area as defined in section 11 of the state housing
devel opment authority act of 1966, —Act—No—346—ofthePubbe

: e . . C b e
taws— 1966 PA 346, MCL 125. 1411.

(g) "Renai ssance zone" nmeans a geographi c area —so— desi g-
nat ed —by—the—-board— under this act.

(h) "Residential rental property" neans that term as defined
in section 7ff of the general property tax act, —Aet—No—266—o6f
the—PubH-ec—-Aets—of—1893—being—section2t1+—+F—of—theMehigan
Cotrptted—taws— 1893 PA 206, MCL 211. 7FF.

(1) "Review board" neans the renai ssance zone revi ew board
created in section 5.

(j) "Rural area" neans an area that |lies outside of the

boundari es of an urban area.
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(k) "Urban area" nmeans an urbani zed area as determ ned by
the econom cs and statistics admnistration, United States bureau
of the census according to the 1990 census.

Sec. 4. (1) One or nore qualified |local governnental units
may apply to the review board to designate the qualified | ocal
governnmental unit or units as a renai ssance zone if all of the
followng criteria are net:

(a) The geographic area of the proposed renai ssance zone is
| ocated wthin the boundaries of the qualified |ocal governnental
unit or units that apply.

(b) The application includes a devel opnent pl an.

(c) The proposed renai ssance zone is not nore than 5,000
acres in size.

(d) The renai ssance zone does not contain nore than —6— 10
di stinct geographic areas. —Fhe— EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED I N
THI'S SUBDI VI SI QN, THE m ni num si ze of a distinct geographic area
i s —as—feHoews— NOT LESS THAN 5 ACRES. A QUALI FI ED LOCAL GOv-

ERNVENTAL UNI T OR UNI TS MAY DESI GNATE NOT MORE THAN 4 DI STI NCT
GEOGRAPHI C AREAS | N EACH RENAI SSANCE ZONE TO HAVE NO M NI MUM S| ZE
REQUI REMENT.
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(E) H— The application includes the proposed duration of

renai ssance zone status, not to exceed 15 years.

(F) tg)— If the qualified | ocal governnmental unit has an
el ected county executive, the county executive's witten approval
of the application.

(G —h)— If the qualified | ocal governnmental unit is a
city, that city's mayor's witten approval of the application.

(2) Aqualified |local governnmental unit shall not be a part
of nore than 1 renai ssance zone.

(3) Aqualified |local governnental unit nmay submt not nore
than 1 application to the review board for designation as a
renai ssance zone. A resolution provided by a city, village, or
townshi p under section 7(2) does not constitute an application of
acity, village, or towmship for a renai ssance zone under this
act .

(4) For a distinct geographic area described in subsection
—HteHh{t+1— (1)(D), a village may include publicly owned | and
within the boundaries of any distinct geographic area.

(5) THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2002, A QUALI FI ED LOCAL GOVERNVEN-
TAL UNIT OR UNITS I N VWH CH A RENAI SSANCE ZONE WAS DESI GNATED
UNDER SECTI ON 8 MAY DESI GNATE ADDI TI ONAL DI STI NCT GEOGRAPHI C
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AREAS NOT TO EXCEED A TOTAL OF 10 DI STI NCT GEOGRAPHI C AREAS UPON
APPLI CATI ON TO AND APPROVAL BY THE BOARD. THE ADDI TI ONAL DI S-
TI NCT GEOGRAPHI C AREAS SHALL HAVE THE DURATI ON OF RENAI SSANCE
ZONE STATUS AS DETERM NED BY THE QUALI FI ED LOCAL GOVERNVENTAL
UNI T NOT' TO EXCEED 15 YEARS EXCEPT AS PROVI DED | N SUBSECTI ON
(6).

(6) I'F A QUALI FI ED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNIT OR UNI TS DESI G
NATE ADDI Tl ONAL DI STI NCT GEOGRAPHI C AREAS | N A RENAI SSANCE ZONE
UNDER SUBSECTI ON (5), THE QUALI FI ED LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNIT OR
UNI TS MAY EXTEND THE DURATI ON OF THE RENAI SSANCE ZONE STATUS OF
ALL DI STI NCT GEOGRAPHI C AREAS | N THAT RENAI SSANCE ZONE SO THAT
THE RENAI SSANCE ZONE STATUS OF ALL DI STI NCT GEOGRAPHI C AREAS
W THI N THAT RENAI SSANCE ZONE ENDS AT THE SAME TI ME.

Sec. 5. (1) The renai ssance zone review board is created.
The revi ew board shall consist of —aH—ef—thefotHHowng— THE
BOARD OF THE M CHI GAN STRATEGQ C FUND DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON 4 OF
THE M CH GAN STRATEG C FUND ACT, 1984 PA 270, MCL 125. 2004.

(2) The review board shall review all applications submtted
by qualified | ocal governnental units and make recommendations to
the board for approval based on the criteria contained in section

7.
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(3) The review board and the board shall not consider an
application if the application was submtted after Septenber 30,
1996 FOR DESI GNATI ONS UNDER SECTI ON 8.

(4) Menbers of the board and the review board shall serve
w t hout conpensation for their nmenbership on the board and the
revi ew board, but nenbers of the board and the review board may
recei ve reasonabl e rei nbursenent for necessary travel and
expenses.

Sec. 6. (1) The board shall review all recomendati ons sub-

mtted by the review board and determ ne which applications neet
the criteria contained in section 7.

(2) The board shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Designate renai ssance zones.

(b) Subject to subsection (3), approve or reject the dura-
tion of renaissance zone status as submtted in the application,
not to exceed 15 years EXCEPT AS PROVIDED I N SECTI ON 4(6).

(c) Subject to subsection (3), approve or reject the geo-
graphi c boundaries and the total area of the renai ssance zone as
submtted in the application.

(3) The board shall not alter the geographic boundaries of
t he renai ssance zone or the duration of renai ssance zone status
described in the application unless the qualified | ocal govern-
mental unit or units and the |ocal governnmental unit or units in
whi ch the renai ssance zone is to be |ocated consent by resolution
to the alteration

(4) The board shall not designate a renai ssance zone UNDER

SECTI ON 8 before Novenber 1, 1996 or after December 31, 1996
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(5) The designation of a renai ssance zone under this act
shal | take effect on January 1 —3997 IN THE YEAR FOLLOW NG
DESI GNATI ON. However, for purposes of the taxes exenpted under
section 9(2), the designation of a renai ssance zone under this
act shall take effect on Decenber 31 —31996— IN THE YEAR OF
DESI GNATI ON.

(6) THE BOARD SHALL NOT DESI GNATE A RENAI SSANCE ZONE UNDER
SECTI ON 8A AFTER DECEMBER 31, 2002.

Sec. 8. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2) AND SEC
TION 8A, the board shall not designate nore than 9 renai ssance
zones within this state. Not nore than 6 of the renai ssance
zones shall be located in urban areas and not nore than 4 of the
renai ssance zones shall be located in rural areas. For purposes
of determ ning whether a renai ssance zone is |located in an urban
area or rural area under this section, if any part of a renais-
sance zone is located wthin an urban area, the entire renais-
sance zone shall be considered to be |located in an urban area.

(2) The board may designate additional renai ssance zones
within this state in 1 or nore qualified | ocal governnental units
if that qualified |ocal governnmental unit or units contain a ml-

itary installation that was operated by the United States depart-

ment of defense and has cl osed after 1990.
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H-st—hotater—thanbecenber—30—of—the—year—+n—whiehthis—aet
beecorres—effeetive—

SEC. 8A. (1) EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTION (2), THE
BOARD SHALL NOT DESI GNATE MORE THAN 9 ADDI TI ONAL RENAI SSANCE
ZONES WTH N THI S STATE UNDER THI' S SECTI ON. NOT MORE THAN 6 OF
THE RENAI SSANCE ZONES SHALL BE LOCATED | N URBAN AREAS AND NOT
MORE THAN 4 OF THE RENAI SSANCE ZONES SHALL BE LOCATED I N RURAL
AREAS. FOR PURPOSES OF DETERM NI NG WHETHER A RENAI SSANCE ZONE | S
LOCATED I N AN URBAN AREA OR RURAL AREA UNDER THI S SECTI ON, | F ANY
PART OF A RENAI SSANCE ZONE |'S LOCATED W THI N AN URBAN AREA, THE
ENTI RE RENAI SSANCE ZONE SHALL BE CONSI DERED TO BE LOCATED I N AN
URBAN AREA.

(2) THE BOARD OF THE M CH GAN STRATEG C FUND DESCRI BED I N

SECTION 4 OF THE M CH GAN STRATEG C FUND ACT, 1984 PA 270,
MCL 125. 2004, MAY DESI GNATE NOT MORE THAN 5 ADDI Tl ONAL RENAI S-
SANCE ZONES WTHIN THI'S STATE IN 1 OR MORE LOCAL GOVERNVMENTAL
UNI TS | F THAT LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL UNIT OR UNI TS CONSENT TO THE
CREATI ON OF A RENAI SSANCE ZONE W THI N THEI R BOUNDARI ES.
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