Education; special; braille literacy provisions for visually
i npai red pupils; provide for.

EDUCATI ON:  Speci al ; EDUCATI ON:  Curricul a; DI SABI LI TI ES:

A bill to anmend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revised school code,"
(MCL 380.1 to 380.1852) by adding section 1704.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

1 SEC. 1704. (1) TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE KNOAN AND MAY BE Cl TED
2 AS THE "BLIND PUPI L'S BRAI LLE LI TERACY LAW.
3 (2) THE SUPERI NTENDENT OF PUBLI C | NSTRUCTI ON SHALL ADOPT

4 BRAI LLE READI NG AND V\RI TI NG STANDARDS FOR TEACHERS OF BLI ND AND

5 VISUALLY | MPAI RED PUPI LS. THESE STANDARDS SHALL BE | NCLUDED I N

6 THE RULES GOVERNI NG SPECI AL EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS AND SERVI CES.

7 (3) WHEN A LOCAL OR | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT RECEI VES

8 | NFORMATI ON FROM THE DEPARTMENT, OR | NFORVATI ON THAT | S APPROVED
9 BY THE DEPARTMENT FROM A CONSUMER ORGANI ZATI ON THAT ADVOCATES FOR
10 THE BLI ND, DESCRI BI NG THE BENEFI TS OF | NSTRUCTI ON | N BRAI LLE

11 READI NG AND WRI TI NG THE LOCAL OR | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT
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2
SHALL PROVI DE THI S | NFORMATI ON TO EACH PERSON ON THE BLI ND
PUPI L' S | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ONAL PLANNI NG COW TTEE.

(4) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADM NI STER AN | NSTRUCTI ONAL
RESOURCE CENTER. THE | NSTRUCTI ONAL RESOURCE CENTER SHALL ACCEPT
AND RESPOND TO REQUESTS FROM LOCAL AND | NTERVEDI ATE SCHOCOL DI S-
TRICTS AND SHALL WORK W TH TEXTBOOK PUBLI SHERS TO OBTAI N ELEC
TRONI C FI LE FORVAT VERSI ONS OF TEXTBOOKS OR BRAI LLE VERSI ONS OF
TEXTBOOKS, OR BOTH. THE | NSTRUCTI ONAL RESOURCE CENTER MAY ALSO,
ON BEHALF OF LOCAL AND | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, REQUEST AND
ARRANCE FOR CONVERTI NG AN ELECTRONI C FI LE FORMAT VERSI ON OF A
TEXTBOOK TO A BRAI LLE VERSI O\

(5) UPON REQUEST, A PUBLISHER OF A TEXTBOOK THAT | S ADOPTED
FOR I NSTRUCTI ONAL USE BY A SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL FURNI SH THE
| NSTRUCTI ONAL RESOURCE CENTER DESCRI BED I N SUBSECTI ON (4) W TH AN
ELECTRONI C VERSI ON OF THE TEXTBOOK I N WHI CH THE CONTENT | S
ENCCODED | N TEXT SU TABLE FOR CONVERSI ON | NTO BRAI LLE OR SYNTHE-

SI ZED SPEECH AND THAT HAS BEEN PREPARED USI NG A MARKUP LANGUAGE
THAT MAI NTAINS THE STRUCTURAL | NTEGRI TY OF THE | NFORVATI ON AND
CAN BE PROCESSED BY BRAI LLE TRANSLATI ON SOFTWARE. A PUBLI SHER
SHALL NOT CHARGE THI S STATE A PRICE FOR TH S ELECTRONI C VERSI ON
THAT EXCEEDS THE PRICE I T CHARGES FOR THE PRI NT OR ELECTRONI C
MEDI A VERSI ON OF THE TEXTBOCK.

(6) A LOCAL OR | NTERMEDI ATE SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR AN | NDI VI DU-
ALI ZED EDUCATI ONAL PLANNI NG COWM TTEE SHALL NOT DENY A PUPI L THE
OPPORTUNI TY FOR I NSTRUCTI ON | N BRAI LLE READI NG AND WRI TI NG SOLELY
BECAUSE THE PUPI L HAS SOVE REMAI NI NG VI SI ON.
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(7) TO THE EXTENT THAT THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON
CONSTI TUTE A NEW ACTI VI TY OR SERVI CE OR AN | NCREASE | N THE LEVEL
OF ANY ACTI VI TY OR SERVI CE BEYOND THAT REQUI RED BY EXI STI NG LAW
THE LEG SLATURE FI NDS AND DECLARES THAT ANY ADDI TI ONAL COSTS
RESULTI NG FROM THESE REQUI REMENTS ARE DE M NIM S AND DO NOT
REQUI RE ADDI TI ONAL APPROPRI ATI ONS UNDER SECTI ON 29 OF ARTI CLE | X
OF THE STATE CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1963.

(8) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "BLIND PUPIL" MEANS A PUPIL WHO |'S DETERM NED TO MANI -
FEST 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(i) A VISUAL ACU TY OF 20/200 OR LESS IN THE BETTER EYE
AFTER ROUTI NE REFRACTI VE CORRECTI ON.

(ii) A FIELD OF VISION THAT IS LIM TED SO THAT THE W DEST
DI AVETER OF THE VI SUAL FI ELD SUBTENDS AN ANGLE NOT GREATER THAN
20 DEGREES.

(iii) A MEDI CALLY | NDI CATED EXPECTATI ON OF VI SUAL DETERI ORA-
TI ON THAT |'S EXPECTED TO RESULT IN 1 OR BOTH OF THE CONDI Tl ONS
DESCRI BED | N SUBPARAGRAPHS (i) AND (ii).

(B) "1 NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM' MEANS THAT TERM AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON 614 OF PART B OF TITLE VI OF THE | NDI VI DUALS
W TH DI SABI LI TI ES EDUCATI ON ACT, PUBLI C LAW 91-230, 20
U S.C. 1414, OR IN R 340.1701A OF THE M CH GAN ADM NI STRATI VE
CODE.

(C) "1 NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ONAL PLANNI NG COVM TTEE" MEANS
THAT TERM AS DEFI NED | N R 340. 1701A OF THE M CHI GAN ADM NI STRA-
TI VE CODE OR AN | NDI VI DUALI ZED EDUCATI ON PROGRAM TEAM AS DEFI NED
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1IN SECTION 614 OF PART B OF TITLE VI OF THE | NDI VI DUALS W TH
2 DI SABI LI TI ES EDUCATI ON ACT, PUBLIC LAW91-230, 20 U. S.C 1414.
3 (D) "TEXTBOOK" | NCLUDES A TEXT PUBLI SHED I N ELECTRONI C MEDI A
4 THAT 1S USED FOR | NSTRUCTI ONAL PURPOSES.
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