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SENATE BILL NO. 681

Septenber 21, 1999, Introduced by Senator STILLE and referred to the
Comm ttee on Econom c Devel opnent, International Trade and
Regul atory Affairs.

A bill to anmend 1966 PA 291, entitled
"Fire fighters training council act of 1966,"
by anendi ng sections 2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 12, 13, 14, and 15 (ML
29. 362, 29.363, 29.364, 29.366, 29.369, 29.372, 29.373, 29.374,
and 29.375), sections 2 and 3 as anended by 1987 PA 196, section
6 as anmended by 1980 PA 10, and section 9 as anmended by 1988 PA
458.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 2. As used in this act:

(a) "Council" neans the fire fighters training council

(B) "ELI G BLE ENTITY" MEANS THE STATE OF M CH GAN, A FIRE
PROTECTI ON AUTHORI TY, OR A VI LLAGE, CTY, TOMSH P, OR COUNTY
THAT HAS ESTABLI SHED OR THAT RECOGNI ZES AN ORGANI ZATI ON FOR THE
PURPOSES OF THE PREVENTI QN, DETECTI ON, AND EXTI NGUI SHMENT OF
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FI RES AND THE ENFORCEMENT OF FIRE LAWS IN THI S STATE DETERM NED
BY THE COUNCI L TO BE I N COVPLI ANCE W TH APPLI CABLE RULES AND LAW

(©O —(b)— "Executive —seeretary— DI RECTOR' neans the execu-
tive —seeretary— D RECTOR of the council

(D) e)y— "Fire fighter" neans —a— AN ACTI VE nenber, incl ud-
i ng volunteer nenbers and nenbers paid on call, of a fire depart-
ment or other organization of TH S STATE, OF A FI RE PROTECTI ON
AUTHORITY, OR OF a city, county, township, or village who is
responsible for, or is in a capacity —whieh— THAT incl udes
responsibility for, the extinguishnment of fires, the directing of
t he extingui shment of fires, the prevention and detection of
fires, —ang— the enforcenent of the general fire laws of this

state, AND OTHER Fl RE- RELATED SERVI CES. —Fhis—definttion—shalt
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(E) "FIRE FI GATER TRAI NI NG' MEANS TRAI NI NG DESI GNED AND

| NTENDED TO ENHANCE THE DELI VERY OF FI RE DEPARTMENT SERVI CES BY
EMPLOYEES OF STATE AND LOCAL AGENCI ES AND FOR 1 OR MORE OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(1) A PROGRAM PRESENTED BY THE ELI A BLE ENTITY | TSELF OR BY
A CONTRACTUAL PROVI DER H RED BY THAT ELI G BLE ENTI TY.

(11) A COURSE OR | NSTRUCTI ON PACKAGE PROVI DED TO AN ELI G BLE
TRAI NEE FOR THE PAYMENT OF A FEE OR TUI Tl O\

(11m) SELF- EDUCATI ON PRESENTED BY MEANS OF AUDI OVl SUAL
MATERI ALS.

(F) €eh— "Fire departnment or other organization" nmeans an

organi zati on or departnent —whieh— THAT provides fire suppression
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and other fire-related services FOR THI S STATE ORwithin a city,
village, township, or county.

Sec. 3. (1) The fire fighters training council is —hereby—
created within the departnent of state police and shall consi st
of —+ 9 nenbers sel ected as foll ows:

(a) The director of THE DEPARTMENT OF state police, or his
or her designated representative, —shatH—be—ex—off+eto—a— AS AN
EX OFFI Cl O nenber .

(b) Two nenbers appointed to the council by the governor
froma list of 5 active nmenbers submtted by the Mchigan fire
chief's associ ation.

(c) One nenber appointed to the council by the governor from
alist of 3 active fire fighters submtted by the Mchigan state
fire fighter's —asseetat+on— UN ON.

(d) One nenber appointed to the council by the governor from
a list of 3 nanes submtted by the Mchigan state firenen's
associ ati on.

(e) One nenber appointed to the council by the governor from
a list of 3 nanes submtted by the —rmetropettan—ctub—of—Arerteca;-
ireorporated— M CH GAN | NSURANCE FEDERATI ON.

(f) One nenber appointed to the council by the governor from
a list of 2rnares—submttedbytheMehigan—townships—assocta—

= avyaa A = =
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NAVES SUBM TTED BY THE M CH GAN FI RE SERVI CE | NSTRUCTORS

ASSOCI ATI ON.
(G ONE MEMBER APPO NTED TO THE COUNCI L BY THE GOVERNOR FROM
A LIST OF 3 NAMES SUBM TTED BY THE M CH GAN MUNI Cl PAL LEAGUE.
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(H ONE MEMBER APPO NTED TO THE COUNCI L BY THE GOVERNOR FROM
A LI ST OF 3 NAMES SUBM TTED BY THE M CH GAN TOWNSHI PS
ASSQOCI ATI ON.

(2) Al appointnments TO THE COUNCI L nade by the governor
shall be with the advice and consent of the senate.

Sec. 4. (1) Menbers of the council shall hold office for a
termof 3 years, except that of the nmenbers first appointed from
nom nees submtted by the Mchigan state fire chief's associ a-
tion, 1 shall be appointed for 3 years and 1 for 2 years.

(2) THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT THE MEMBERS ADDED BY THE
AMVENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED THI S SUBSECTI ON FOR A LENGIH OF TI ME OF
AT LEAST 1 YEAR BUT NOT' TO EXCEED 3 YEARS I N SUCH A WAY AS TO
ENSURE THAT THE TERMS OF NOT MORE THAN 3 MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L
EXPI RE AT THE SAME TI ME.

(3) A vacancy created other than by expiration of a term
shal | be appointed for the unexpired termof the nenber who is to
succeed in the same manner as the original appointnment. Any
menber may be reappointed for additional terns.

Sec. 6. (1) The council shall neet at least 4 tinmes each
year and shall hold special neetings when called by the chair-
person or, in the absence of the chairperson, by the
vi ce-chai rperson or when called by the chairperson upon the wit-
ten request of —4— 6 nenbers of the council.

(2) The busi ness —whteh— THAT the council may perform shal
be conducted at a public neeting —ef—the—<eounet+— held in conpli -
ance w th —Aet—No—2674—of—thePubHeAets—of1976—as—anended-

bei : . . b ok L ed
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THE OPEN MEETI NGS ACT, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15.261 TO 15.275. Public
notice of the tine, date, and place of the neeting shall be given
in the manner required by —Aet—No—26FofthePubtieAets—of
1976—as—anended— THE OPEN MEETI NGS ACT, 1976 PA 267, MCL 15. 261
TO 15. 275.

(3) The council shall establish its own procedures and
requi renents with respect to quorum place, and conduct of its
nmeeti ngs and other matters.

Sec. 9. (1) The council shall prepare and publish standards
with due consideration to varying factors and special require-
ments of fire departnents or other organizations in the foll ow ng
areas:

(a) Advisory standards of physical, educational, nental and
noral fitness which shall govern the recruitnment, selection, and
appoi ntment of fire fighters.

(b) The approval by the council of fire fighter training
schools. The standards shall address, at least, the follow ng
I ssues:

(1) The qualification and certification of instructors.

(11) The courses of study, attendance, record-keeping
requi renents, equipnment, and facilities.

(11m) The visitation and eval uation of instructors and
school s by the council.

(c) The establishnment of subordinate regional training cen-
ters in strategic geographic locations in order to serve the
greatest nunber of fire departnments OR OTHER ORGANI ZATI ONS t hat

are unable to support their own FIRE FI GHTER trai ning prograns.
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(2) Each fire departnment or other organization shall file a
statenment with the council designating at least 1 training offi-
cer or training coordinator for the fire departnent by
Novenber 30, 1988. |If a training officer or training coordinator
is changed, the fire departnent or other organization, within 7
days of the change, shall file a statenment notifying the counci
of the change.

(3) 4)— The council shall develop and adm ni ster an exam -
nation, which shall include a practical denonstration, a witten
or oral test, or a conbination thereof, to determ ne a person's
conpetency in regard to the know edge and skill requirenents set
forth in fire fighter I and Il standards of the "fire fighter
prof essional qualifications”, national fire protection associ a-
tion panphlet no. 1001, 1987 edition OR ANY OTHER STANDARDS OR
EXAM NATI ONS AS DEVELOPED BY THE COUNCI L. The council, upon the

request of a fire departnent or other organi zation, shal
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adm ni ster the exam nation in each county at |east once every
year. The exam nation shall be admnistered in 2 parts. Part 1
shall test the know edge and skill requirenments set forth in fire
fighter I, and part 2 shall test the know edge and skill require-
ments set forth in fire fighter I1. The exam nation nmay be
retaken, as necessary, upon request froma fire departnent or
ot her organi zation.

(4) —5— Wthin 12 nonths after a person's hiring date as a
full-time fire fighter, the person nust pass both part 1 and part
2 of the exam nation to be eligible for continued or pernmanent
full-time enploynent as a fire fighter.

(5 —|6)— Wthin 24 nonths after a person's appoi ntnent date
as a volunteer or paid on-call fire fighter, a person nust pass
part 1 of the examnation to be eligible for continued vol unteer
or paid on-call service as a fire fighter

(6) —H— The exam nation described in this section —shatH—
DOES not apply to a person who is enployed or under appoi ntnent
as a fire fighter on Cctober 1, 1988, unless a person subse-
quently changes his or her status froma volunteer or paid
on-call fire fighter to a full-time fire fighter.

(7) —8)— The council shall review and nonitor the state and
federal standards relating to |live fire FIGHTER training exer-
cises in structures and nmake recommendati ons to the general
i ndustry safety standards conm ssion for any new or nodified
standards which in their opinion are necessary for the protection

of fire fighter trainees.
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Sec. 12. —Fhere— THE COUNCIL shall —be— APPO NT an
executi ve —seeretary— DI RECTOR of the council —-who—shatt—be
appotnted—by—the—ecounctt—and— who shall hold office during the
pl easure of the council. He OR SHE shall perform such functions
and duties as —may—be— assigned —to—htm by the council. He OR
SHE shall receive conpensation and rei nbursenment for expenses
wi thin the anmounts avail abl e by appropriation.

Sec. 13. (1) There is created in the state treasury a fire
fighters training fund. —f+remwhtehthetegtstature—shatt—appro—

. I I I : I  op
bt et I L e i :

of —the—anounts—patd—+nto—the—+unc— THE MONEY IN THE FI RE FI GHT-
ERS TRAI NI NG FUND IS RESTRI CTED AND SHALL NOT REVERT TO THE GEN-

ERAL FUND AT THE END OF ANY FI SCAL YEAR AND SHALL BE AVAI LABLE
FOR THE PURPCSES FOR VWH CH THE FI RE FI GHTERS TRAI NIl NG FUND WAS
CREATED. ANY | NTEREST OR EARNI NGS OF THE FI RE FI GHTERS TRAI NI NG
FUND SHALL BE DEPGOSI TED BACK | NTO THE FI RE FI GHTERS TRAI NI NG
FUND. THE FI RE FI GHTERS TRAI NI NG FUND SHALL BE AUDI TED BY THE
AUDI TOR GENERAL EVERY 2 YEARS.

(2) THE FI RE FI GHTERS TRAI NI NG FUND | S COWRI SED OF MONEY
COLLECTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 452 OF THE | NSURANCE CODE OF 1956
1956 PA 218, MCL 500. 452.

(3) THE COUNCI L SHALL ANNUALLY DI STRI BUTE THE FI RE FI GHTERS
TRAINI NG FUND I N THE FOLLOW NG MANNER:

(A) SIXTY PERCENT TO THE ELI G BLE ENTI TIES TO BE USED FOR
FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG OF THE MEMBERS OF THE ELI G BLE ENTI Tl ES.
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(B) AN AMOUNT SUFFI Cl ENT TO COVER THE REASONABLE OPERATI ONAL
EXPENSES OF THE COUNCI L BUT NOT TO EXCEED 20% OR $1, 500, 000. 00,
VWH CHEVER | S GREATER

(© THE BALANCE REMAI NI NG AFTER THE DI STRI BUTI ONS UNDER SUB-
DI VISIONS (A) AND (B) TO COWPETI Tl VELY AWARDED GRANTS TO ELI @ BLE
ENTI TI ES WHO APPLY AND ARE APPROVED.

(4) AN ELI G BLE ENTITY RECEI VI NG A DI SBURSEMENT FROM THE
FI RE FI GHTERS TRAI NI NG FUND UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL USE THE
ENTI RE DI SBURSEMENT FOR THE FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG AND ANY EQUI P-
MENT OR SERVI CES DI RECTLY UTI LI ZED TO FACI LI TATE THAT FI RE
FI GHATER TRAI NI NG  THAT FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG SHALL OCCUR W THI N
3 YEARS AFTER RECEI VI NG THE DI SBURSEMENT. AN ELI G BLE ENTI TY
FAI LI NG OR REFUSI NG TO USE THE DI SBURSEMENT I N THE MANNER PRO-
VIDED FOR IN THI' S SUBSECTI ON | S DI SQUALI FI ED FROM RECEI VI NG AN
ADDI TI ONAL DI SBURSEMENT UNTI L THE ELI G BLE ENTI TY DEMONSTRATES TO
THE COUNCI L THAT THE ENTI RE PRI OR DI SBURSEMENT WAS USED I N THE
MANNER PROVI DED FOR I N THI S SUBSECTI ON

(5) THE DI SBURSEMENTS SHALL BE MADE I N 2 SEM ANNUAL | NSTALL-
MENTS ON DATES DETERM NED BY THE COUNCI L. THE FI RE FlI GHTERS
TRAI NI NG FUND SHALL BE DI SBURSED TO ELI G BLE ENTI TIES ON A PER
CAPI TA BASI S OF FI RE FI GHTERS EMPLOYED BY THE ELI G BLE ENTI TI ES.
ONLY A FI RE FI GHTER WHO HAS COVWPLETED THE REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON
9(4) OR (5), AS APPLICABLE, SHALL BE I NCLUDED I N THE PER CAPI TA
COUNT UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON. EACH QUALI FI ED ELI G BLE ENTI TY
SHALL RECEI VE A M NI MUM DI SBURSEMENT OF $500. 00.

(6) AN ELI G BLE ENTITY SHALL MAKE AND MAI NTAI N DETAI LED
RECORDS OF THE ACTUAL COSTS ASSOCI ATED W TH THE PREPARATI ON FOR
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THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF, AND THE CONDUCT OF A FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM FI NANCED I N WVHOLE OR I N PART BY A DI SBURSEMENT UNDER THI S
SECTI ON AND SHALL ANNUALLY REPORT TO THE COUNCI L ON THE RESULTS
OF ITS FIRE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS.  THE ELI G BLE ENTITY SHALL
SEPARATELY | DENTI FY EACH PROGRAM

(7) THE COUNCI L SHALL ANNUALLY REPORT TO THE LEQ SLATURE ON
THE RESULTS OF THE DI SBURSEMENTS.

(8) THE COUNCI L SHALL NOT DI SBURSE MONEY FROM THE FI RE
FI GHTERS TRAI NI NG FUND UNDER THI' S SECTI ON FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOW
| NG PURPOSES:

(A) FIRE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG CONDUCTED BY A PROVI DER NOT BASED
IN THI S STATE OR FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG NOT OCCURRI NG I N THI' S
STATE OR COUNTRY UNLESS THE FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG HAS BEEN
APPROVED BY THE COUNCI L.

(B) MEAL EXPENDI TURES I N EXCESS OF THE PER DI EM MEAL EXPEN-
Dl TURES AUTHORI ZED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET FOR
Cl VIL SERVI CE EMPLOYEES.

(C EXPENDI TURES FOR ALCOHOLI C BEVERAGES.

(D) TRAVEL COSTS ASSCOCI ATED W TH FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG PRO-
CGRAMS UNLESS THE FI RE FI GHTER TRAINING | S THE SOLE PURPOSE OF THE
PROGRAM OR UNLESS THE PROGRAM OFFERS AT LEAST 6 HOURS OF QUALI -

FI ED FI RE FI GHTER TRAI NI NG W THI N A 24- HOUR PERI CD.

(E) THE PUBLI CATI ON OF A NEWSLETTER

Sec. 14. (1) The —amwpeunts— AMOUNT annual |y appropriated by
the legislature shall be paid by the state treasurer in accord-

ance with the accounting | aws of the state upon certification of

t he executive —secretary—of—the—counetrt— DI RECTOR for the purpose
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of reinbursing the city, county, township, or village for regul ar
fire fighters in the fire departnent OR OTHER ORGANI ZATION i n an
anount not to exceed 1/2 of the salary paid to each fire fighter
meeting the recruitnment standards and participating in FIRE
FI GHTER trai ning neeting the standard prescribed pursuant to this
act during the period covered by the allocation, plus $8.00 of
the necessary |iving expenses incurred by such fire fighter which
are necessitated by FIRE FIGHTER training requiring that he OR
SHE be away from his OR HER resi dence overni ght.

(2) The —awounts— AMOUNT annual |y appropriated by the |egis-
| ature shall be paid by the state treasurer in accordance with
the accounting |laws of the state upon certification of the execu-
tive —seeretaryofthe—counetrt— D RECTOR for the purpose of reim
bursing the city, county, township, or village for volunteer fire
fighters in an amount not to exceed $12.50 for |ost wages, to be
mat ched by the local municipality for each fire fighter neeting
the recruitnment standards and participating in FIRE Fl GATER
training neeting the standard prescribed pursuant to this act
during the period covered by the allocation, plus $8.00 of the
necessary |iving expenses, to be matched by the | ocal municipali-
ty, incurred by —sueh— THAT fire fighter which are necessitated
by FIRE FIGHTER training requiring that he OR SHE be away from
his OR HER resi dence overni ght.

(3) If the —+eneys— MONEY in the fire fighter training fund
to be appropriated by the legislature for such salary and expense
rei mbursenment —are— IS insufficient to allocate —sueh— THAT

anount to each participating city, county, township, or village,
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t he amount allocated to each shall be reduced proportionately.
In no event shall any allocations be made to any city, county,
townshi p, or village —whieh— THAT has not, throughout the period
covered by the allocation, adhered to the standards established
by the council as applicable to personnel recruited or trained by
—steh— THAT city, county, township, or village during such
peri od.

Sec. 15. (1) Any —etty—~county,—township—or—vitHage—which—
ELI G BLE ENTI TY THAT desires to receive —ate— A DI SBURSEMENT pur -
suant to —thts—act— SECTI ON 13 shal | —ake—apptteation— APPLY to
t he council for such —atd— D SBURSEMENT.

(2) A DI SBURSEMENT SHALL BE I N COVPLI ANCE W TH SECTI ON 13( 3)
AND (4).
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