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SENATE BILL NO. 726

Septenber 22, 1999, Introduced by Senators LELAND and MJURPHY and
referred to the Committee on Local, Urban and State Affairs.

A bill to abolish the existing Detroit city council; to
establish a new 9-nmenber Detroit city council; to reapportion the
city of Detroit into 9 single-nenber election districts; to
i npose certain residency requirenments on candi dates for the
Detroit city council; and to inpose certain duties on certain
officials for the city of Detroit.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 1. The at-large city council for the city of Detroit
provi ded by charter is abolished on January 1, 2001 and shall be
replaced by a city council of 9 nenbers elected from
si ngl e-nmenber election districts at regular munici pal el ections
begi nning with the 2000 munici pal primary el ection.

Sec. 2. Wthin 30 days after the effective date of this
act, the city redistricting comm ssion shall neet as the

apportionnment conm ssion and adopt an apportionnent plan. The
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city redistricting comm ssion shall consist of the mayor of the
city of Detroit, city clerk for the city of Detroit, and presi-
dent of the Detroit city council. The city redistricting comm s-
sion shall thereafter neet within 30 days after the publication
of the latest official figures of the federal decennial census to
reapportion the city of Detroit. To the extent consistent with
this act, the procedural aspects of the apportionnment process
shal | be governed by the sane statutory procedures as those pro-
vided for a county charter comm ssion apportionnment pursuant to
section 5(4), (5), (6), and (7) of 1966 PA 293, MCL 45.505. The
city clerk for the city of Detroit shall convene the city redis-
tricting comm ssion, sitting as the apportionnent conm ssion. As
t he apportionnment conmmission, the city redistricting conm ssion
shal |l adopt its own rules of procedure. Two nenbers shall con-
stitute a quorum and all actions shall be by a majority vote.

Sec. 3. The city redistricting conm ssion shall provide for
equal representation for each single-nenber election district,
and each single-nenber election district shall be as nearly equal
in population as is practicable based on the latest official fig-
ures of the federal decennial census. |n devel oping an appor-
tionment plan, the city redistricting comm ssion shall followthe
lines used for planning sectors and subcomrunities as provi ded by
the city of Detroit's master plan and charter. In subsequent
reapportionnments, the city redistricting comm ssion apportionnment
pl an shall make only increnmental changes to the single-nenber

el ection district boundaries that are necessary to acconmobdate
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popul ati on change requi renents. Each singl e-nenber el ection
district shall be designated by nane and nunber.

Sec. 4. Each candidate for the Detroit city council shal
be a resident of the single-nenber election district he or she
seeks to represent. A Detroit city council nenber's office is
vacated if the nenber noves his or her residence outside of the
si ngl e-menber election district that the nenber represents.

Sec. 5. To conply with and inplenent this act, the clerk
for the city of Detroit shall pronul gate necessary election rules
and procedures consistent with other provisions of the Detroit
city charter. The Detroit city council may anend the Detroit
city charter to conmply with this act as provided by the hone rule
city act, 1909 PA 279, MCL 117.1 to 117.38, and by charter for
t he adoption of an ordi nance. However, any charter anmendnent to
conply with the intent and findings of this section shall take
ef fect imedi ately upon adoption by the Detroit city council.

The clerk for the city of Detroit shall file a copy of any
charter amendnent with the secretary of state and the county
clerk of Wayne county.

Sec. 6. This act does not take effect unless submtted to a
vote of the qualified electors of the city of Detroit and rati -
fied by a mpjority of the electors voting on the question. The
question of adoption of this act shall be submtted to the voters
of the city of Detroit at the next regular election to be held
not | ess than 60 days after the effective date of this act, or at

a special election called for that purpose by the city of
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Detroit. The question shall be submtted in substantially the

following form

"Shall 1999 Local Act , entitled "An act to abolish the
existing Detroit city council; to establish a new 9-nenber
Detroit city council; to reapportion the city of Detroit into 9

singl e-nenber election districts; to inpose certain residency
requi renents on candi dates for the Detroit city council; and to
i npose certain duties on certain officials for the city of
Detroit", be adopted?

Yes ()

No ().".

Sec. 7. The result of the vote shall be canvassed by the
| ocal board of canvassers under the M chigan election |aw, 1954
PA 116, MCL 168.1 to 168. 992.

Sec. 8. If majority of the electors voting on the question,
as determ ned by the canvass of votes cast, vote in favor of the
adoption of this act, this act shall becone effective 10 days

followng the certification of the election results.
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