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SENATE BILL No. 812

October 14, 1999, Introduced by Senators HOFFMAN, SCHUETTE, MC COTTER and
SIKKEMA and referred to the Committee on Reapportionment.

A bill to amend 1966 PA 261, entitled
"An act to provide for the apportionnent of county boards of com
m ssioners; to prescribe the size of the board; to provide for
appeal s; to prescribe the manner of election of the nenbers of
the county board of conm ssioners; to provide for conpensation of
menbers; to prescribe penalties and provide renedies; and to
repeal acts and parts of acts,"”
by anendi ng sections 4 and 8 (MCL 46. 404 and 46. 408).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT:

Sec. 4. In apportioning the county into comm ssioner dis-
tricts, the county apportionnent comm ssion shall —-be—governed
by— USE ONLY the follow ng guidelines: —+nathe—stated-order—of
rportance—

(a) Al districts shall be single-nenber districts and —as
nearty—of—egual—poputation—as—+s—practicabte— HAVE A POPULATI ON
NOT EXCEEDI NG 105. 95% AND NOT LESS THAN 94. 05% OF THE | DEAL

DI STRICT SI ZE UNLESS THE UNI TED STATES SUPREME COURT ESTABLI SHES
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A DI FFERENT RANGE OF ALLOWABLE POPULATI ON DI VERGENCE FOR COUNTY
COW SSI ONER DI STRI CTS.  COMM SSI ONER DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES SHALL
BE DETERM NED BY USI NG POPULATI ON DATA FROM THE UNI TED STATES
CENSUS BUREAU OF THE CENSUS | DENTI CAL TO THOSE FROM THE ACTUAL
ENUVERATI ON CONDUCTED BY THE UNI TED STATES BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
FOR THE APPORTI ONMENT OF THE REPRESENTATI VES OF THE UNI TED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES | N THE UNI TED STATES DECENNI AL CENSUS.
DI STRI CT BOUNDARI ES SHALL NOT BE DETERM NED BY USI NG CENSUS
BUREAU POPULATI ON COUNTS DERI VED FROM ANY OTHER MEANS, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIMTED TO, THE USE OF STATI STI CAL SAMPLI NG TO ADD OR
SUBTRACT POPULATI ON BY | NFERENCE. The | atest official published
figures of the United States official census shall be used in
this determ nation, except that in cases requiring division of
official census units to neet the popul ation standard, an act ual
popul ati on count may be used to make —stueh— THE division. O her
governnmental census figures of total population may be used if
t aken subsequent to the |ast decennial United States census and
the United States census figures are not adequate for the pur-
poses of this act. The secretary of state shall furnish the
| at est —effH+etal—pubti+shed— UNI TED STATES OFFI Cl AL CENSUS fi gures
to the county apportionnment conm ssions —ferthwthupon—thts—act
taking—effect—antd— within 15 days after publication of
—stbsegquent—Untted—States—off+etral—ecensts— THE figures. A con-

tract may be entered into with the United States census bureau OR

ANY OTHER GOVERNMENTAL UNIT to nmake any special census if the
| atest United States decennial census figures are not adequate
FOR THI S ACT.
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(b) Al districts shall be contiguous. AREAS THAT MEET ONLY
AT THE PO NTS OF ADJO NI NG CORNERS ARE NOT CONTI GUOUS.

(c) Al districts shall be as conpact and —ef— as nearly
square shape as is practicable, depending on the geography of the
county area involved. COWACTNESS SHALL BE DETERM NED BY Cl RCUM
SCRI BI NG EACH DI STRICT WTHI N A Cl RCLE CF M NI MUM AREA, NOT PART
OF THE GREAT LAKES AND NOT PART OF ANOTHER COUNTY, | NSI DE THE
Cl RCLE BUT NOT | NSIDE THE DI STRI CT.

(d) —Ne— A township or ANY part —thereef— OF A TOMNSH P
shall NOT be conbined with any city or ANY part —thereof— OF A
CITY for a single district, unless —stueh— THE conbination is
needed to neet the population standard. |IF IT IS NECESSARY TO
COVBI NE A TOMNSHI P OR ANY PART OF A TOMNSH P WTH ANY CI TY OR ANY
PART OF A CITY TO MEET THE POPULATI ON STANDARD, THE FEWEST NUVBER
OF COMVBI NATI ONS SHALL BE UTI LI ZED.

(e) Townships, villages, and cities shall be divided only if
necessary to neet the population standard. |IF IT IS NECESSARY TO
BREAK TOMSHI P, VILLAGE, AND CITY LINES TO MEET THE POPULATI ON
STANDARD, THE FEWEST NUMBER OF LI NES SHALL BE BROKEN.

(f) Precincts shall be divided only if necessary to neet the
popul ation standard. |IF IT IS NECESSARY TO BREAK PRECI NCT LI NES
TO MEET THE POPULATI ON STANDARD, THE FEWEST NUMBER OF LI NES SHALL

BE BROKEN.
(g) Residents of state institutions who cannot by |aw regis-
ter in the county as electors shall be excluded from any consi d-

eration of representation.
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(h) Districts shall not be drawn to effect partisan
political advantage.

(I') DISTRICTS SHALL NOT VI OLATE SECTION 2 OF TITLE I OF THE
VOTI NG RI GHTS ACT OF 1965, PUBLIC LAW 89-110, 42 U.S. C. 1973.

Sec. 8. Once an apportionnent plan has been found
—eonstttutional—and—accordingto—theprovistons—of— TO BE | N COM
PLI ANCE WTH this act and all appeals have been exhausted, or if
no appeal is taken, when the tine for appeal has expired, that
pl an shall be the official apportionnment plan for the county
until the next United States official decennial census figures

are avail abl e.
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