SENATE BILL No. 1226
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SENATE BILL No. 1226

May 2, 2000, Introduced by Senators KOIVISTO, DINGELL, DE BEAUSSAERT, BY RUM,
NORTH, MC MANUS and HOFFMAN and referred to the Committee on Natural
Resources and Environmental Affairs.

A bill to anend 1994 PA 451, entitled
“"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”
by anmendi ng sections 43553 and 43555 (MCL 324. 43553 and
324. 43555), section 43553 as anended by 1996 PA 585 and section
43555 as anended by 1998 PA 472.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 43553. (1) Except as provided in —sections— SECTI ON
43555, —and—43556;,— the departnent shall transmt all noney
received fromthe sale of licenses to the state treasurer
together with a statenent indicating the amount of nopney received
and the source of the noney.

(2) The gane and fish protection fund is created as a sepa-

rate fund in the —departrent—of— STATE treasury. Except as

provi ded in subsection (5), the state treasurer shall credit the
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noney received fromthe sale of passbooks and |icenses to the
ganme and fish protection fund.

(3) Except as provided in sections 43524, 43525, —4353%1,—
43554, and 43556 and subsection (4), noney credited to the gane
and fish protection fund shall be paid out by the state treasurer
pursuant to the accounting laws of this state for the foll ow ng
pur poses:

(a) Services rendered by the departnment, together with the
expenses incurred in the enforcenent and admi nistration of the

gane, fish, and fur laws of —the— TH S state, including the nec-
essary equi pnent and apparatus incident to the operation and
enforcenment of the gane, fish, and fur |aws, and the protection,
propagation, distribution, and control of gane, fish, birds,
fur-bearing animals, and other wildlife. —forfm—

(b) The propagation and |liberation of gane, fur-bearing ani-
mal s, birds, or fish and for their increase at the tine, place,
and manner as the departnent considers advi sable.

(c) The purchase, |ease, and nanagenent of |ands, together
with the necessary equi pnent for the purpose of propagating and
rearing game, fur-bearing animals, birds, or fish, and for estab-
| i shing and mai ntaining gane refuges, wildlife sanctuaries, and
publ i c shooting and fishing grounds.

(d) Conducting investigations and conpiling and publishing
information relative to the propagation, protection, and conser-

vation of wildlife.
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(e) Delivering |lectures, devel oping cooperation, and
carrying on appropriate educational activities relating to the
conservation of the wildlife of this state.

(4) NOT MORE THAN 5% OF THE MONEY CREDI TED TO THE GAME AND
FI SH PROTECTI ON FUND SHALL BE PAI D OQUT FOR ADM NI STRATI VE
EXPENSES OF THE DEPARTMENT.

(5) —(4)— The departnent nay nake direct grants to coll eges
and universities in this state, out of funds appropriated from
the gane and fish protection fund, to conduct fish or wildlife
research or both fish and wildlife research

(6) —5)— The youth hunting and fishing education and out -
reach fund is created as a separate fund in the departnent of
treasury. The state treasurer shall credit to the youth hunting
and fishing education and outreach fund the noney received from
the sale of small gane |licenses and all-species fishing |icenses
under sections 43523 and 43532, respectively, to persons who are
12 years of age through 16 years of age. Money in the youth
hunti ng and fishing education and outreach fund at the cl ose of
the fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not |apse to
t he general fund.

(7) —6)— Money credited to the youth hunting and fishing
education and outreach fund shall be paid out by the state trea-
surer pursuant to the accounting laws of this state for hunting
and fishing education and outreach prograns for youth through 16
years of age.

(8) —(#— The departnent and any ot her executive depart nent

of the state that receives noney fromthe gane and fish
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protection fund or the youth hunting and fishing education and
outreach fund shall submt an annual report to the |egislature
showi ng the anmount of noney received by the departnent or other
executive departnent fromthe gane and fish protection fund or
the youth hunting and fishing educati on and outreach fund and how
that noney was spent. An executive departnent required to submt
a report as provided in this subsection shall send a copy of the
report to the legislature and to the departnent.

Sec. 43555. (1) Thirty-five cents fromeach |icense and
stanp fee prescribed in this part, except for fees for licenses
described in section —43553(5)— 43553(6), shall be transmtted to
the departnent for deposit in the wildlife resource protection
fund created in this section.

(2) The wildlife resource protection fund is created as a
separate fund within the state treasury. The state treasurer
shall credit the noney received fromthe departnent under this

section to the wildlife resource protection fund. The noney in

the wildlife resource protection fund shall be expended by the
departnment for the foll ow ng purposes:

(a) Rewards for information leading to the arrest and prose-
cution of poachers and persons who obstruct or interfere in the
| awf ul taking of aninmals or aquatic species in violation of sec-
tion 40112 or 48702a, respectively. |If a violation of section
40112 or 48702a involved killing a person engaged in lawfully

taki ng an ani mal or aquatic species, the reward shall be

$5, 000. 00. A person whose |awful taking of an aninmal or aquatic
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species is obstructed or interfered inis not eligible to receive
a reward under this subdivision

(b) Hiring conservation officers for the investigation of
poachi ng and the investigation of tips regarding potenti al
poachi ng.

(c) A pronotional and educational canpaign to informthe
general public on 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(i) The harm and danger of poachi ng.

(ii) The reward for information that |eads to the arrest and

prosecuti on of poachers and persons who obstruct or interfere in
the | awful taking of animals or aquatic species in violation of
section 40112 or 48702a, respectively.

(iii) Ot her anti poachi ng prograns undertaken by the
depart nent.

(iv) How to identify and report persons who obstruct or
interfere in the awful taking of aninmals or aquatic species in
viol ati on of section 40112 or 48702a, respectively.

(3) —At—the—timme— WHEN a person purchases a |license or stanp
under this part, he or she may nake a voluntary contribution in
any anount to the wildlife resource protection fund to be
expended for the purposes provided in subsection (2). A person
who wi shes to make such a contribution nay purchase 1 or nore
conservation | aw enforcenent stanps froma person authorized to
i ssue licenses and sportcards under this part.

(4) The departnent shall annually report to the | egislature

on the expenditures fromthe wildlife resource protection fund.
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