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SENATE BILL No. 1279

May 17, 2000, Introduced by Senator HAMMERSTROM and referred to the Committee on
Government Operations.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election |aw,"
by anmendi ng section 667 (MCL 168. 667).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 667. (1) At any federal, state, district, or county
primary or election, the various boards of county el ection com
m ssioners shall furnish, at the expense of their respective
counties, ALL OF the follow ng:

(a)
atsh—suitabte— SUI TABLE fornms for use by the precinct inspectors
of election in making returns of —any—suech— A primary or el ection
to the boards of county canvassers. The nanes of all qualified
candi dates shall be printed —thereen— ON THOSE FORMS in their
proper office divisions and after each name —there— shall be

provi ded spaces in which to wite the nunber of votes received by
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that particular candidate in —any— A given precinct in words and
figures. —Satd— THE prescribed forns shall al so have printed
—thereon— ON THEM the title or caption or other designation iden-
tifying any anendnent or question to be voted on, —together—
ALONG with spaces simlar to those provided after the names of
candi dates for recordi ng the —aff+rmative— YES and —negative— NO
votes cast for each —sueh— anendnent or question. —Said— THE
statenent of returns formshall also contain a certificate to be

subscri bed by each nenber of the precinct election board in the

followi ng form
STATE OF M CHI GAN )
) ss
County of.............. )
ward (or township) .......... Pr eci nct

CERTI FI CATE OF BOARD OF PRECI NCT ELECTI ON | NSPECTORS FOR
RETURNS AND FOR SEALI NG BALLOTS AND BOXES

WE —BOHEREBY— CERTI FY That the —foregoing— STATEMENT OF
RETURNS FORM is a correct statenent of returns of the votes cast
in the precinct indicated above, at the (prinmary or el ection)
held on .......... , the .......... day of .............. , 19—
20...., for the —several— candi dates and —for— the (anendnents or
proposi ti ons) —herertfic shown I N THE STATEMENT OF RETURNS FORM
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WE —DOHEREBY— FURTHER CERTI FY That all ballots cast at the
(primary or election) held in the above designated precinct of
the (city, ward, township, or village) of .......... , State of
M chigan, on the .......... day of .......... , in the year —19—
20...., have been securely tied in packages or rolls and seal ed
in —steh— A manner —as— to render it inpossible to open —stueh—
THE packages or rolls or renove any of the contents —thereof— OF
THE PACKAGES OR ROLLS without breaking the —satd— seals; that
t here was endorsed on each of —satd— THE packages or rolls a

stat enent show ng the nunber and kind of ballots included in each
—steh— package or roll; that all of —said— THE packages or rolls,
—so—endorsed,—together—wth—one— WTH THE ENDORSEMENT AND 1 tally
sheet, were placed in the proper ballot box or boxes; that the
slots in the ballot boxes were closed, that the ball ot boxes were
securely sealed with the official netal seals furnished for that

pur pose; AND t hat —steh— THE seals were affixed in —sueh— A

manner as to render it inpossible to open —steh— THE bal | ot boxes
wi t hout breaki ng —steh— THE seal s.

Menbers of the Board of Election Inspectors

DATE
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stttabte— SU TABLE tally sheets or conbined tally and return

sheets to be used by the inspectors of election in counting the
votes for all candidates and for anendnments or propositions sub-
mtted on ballots prepared by —satd— THE commi ssioners. —and— THE
COUNTY BOARDS OF ELECTI ON COW SSI ONERS shal | deliver —the—same—
THEM to the inspectors of election ——asprovidedin—this—act—n
the—case—of baltots;— IN THE SAVE WAY AS BALLOTS.

(c)
shatHt—furnish—self-addressed— SELF- ADDRESSED subst anti al paper

envel opes with gumred flaps to be used by the various boards of
precinct election inspectors for sealing the statenents of

returns, the tally books or conmbined tally and return sheets,

poll lists, and a certificate of election inspectors.

(d)
shatH—furnish—a— A sufficient nunber of substantial paper wap-

pers for use in wapping the packages or rolls of each kind of
bal | ots cast at any state or county primary or election. —Sueh—
THE wr appers shall have printed —thereenr— ON THEM a form for
recording the date of the election, the city, ward or township,
and precinct, the nunber and kind of ballots contained in —stuech—
THE package or roll, and a statenment to be signed by the
—chat+rrmran— CHAI RPERSON certifying that —sueh— THE bal |l ot s have
been wrapped, tied, and sealed in the required manner. The board
of election conm ssioners of any city or township may supply a

bag type container to be used +n—t+ieu— | NSTEAD of the paper
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wr appers. The m ni num specifications of —steh— THE bag type
contai ners shall be established by the secretary of state. |If
—steh— THE bag type containers are to be used in any city or
township, the clerk —thereof— OF THE CITY OR TOMNNSHI P shal
notify the county clerk and, —thereafter— AFTER NOTI FI CATI ON,
paper w appers shall not be furnished to —stueh— THAT city or
townshi p. Each specific type of bag type container shall be
approved by the secretary of state before being used. —Sueh— THE
bag shall have securely attached —thereto— TOIT a tag —on—which
can—be—witten— CONTAINING the sane information as is required to
be placed on the paper w appers. —and—stuch— THE bag shall contain
a device —whereby— ENABLING it —an— TO be sealed with a netal
seal. —Hereafter—any— ANY references in law to the wappi ng and
seal ing of paper ballots by precinct inspectors —shatt—bedeened-
ARE CONSI DERED to include placing of ballots in bag type contain-
ers and sealing of —steh— THE bags in precincts using bag type
cont ai ners —+n—t+ietu— | NSTEAD of paper wrappers. ——and—

trtet—or—county—etecton—+n—sard—county,—as— AS nany bl ack or

blue | ead pencils as may be necessary to supply each el ection
precinct with at |east 3 of —stueh— THOSE pencils for each booth
—erected— PLACED in —stueh— THAT precinct. The pencils provided

for each precinct shall be enclosed with the official ballots
when delivered to the city or township clerk. —asbytaw
provided— The inspectors of election shall attach —sueh— THE

pencils with strings, or in other suitable manner, to the shelf
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of the booth. The board of election comm ssioners of each county
shall issue a warrant in paynent for —satd— THOSE pencils ——and
satd—warrant—shalt—be—patrd— FOR PAYMENT by the county treasurer
out of the general fund of the county.

(2) THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DI RECT THE COUNTY, CITY,
AND TOWNSHI P CLERKS W THI N EACH COUNTY TO SELECT A SI NGLE PRE-
FERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM FOR EACH COUNTY. THE COUNTY CLERKS SHALL
REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE THE NAME AND MODEL OF THE PRE-
FERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM FOR THE COUNTY NO LATER THAN MARCH 1, 2001

(3) BEFORE MARCH 1, 2001, EACH COUNTY CLERK SHALL CONVENE
THE CITY AND TOMSH P CLERKS W THI N THEI R COUNTY TO DETERM NE THE
PREFERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM FOR THAT COUNTY. THE SELECTI ON SHALL BE
MADE BY MAJORITY VOTE OF THE COUNTY, CITY, AND TOMSH P CLERKS.
THE CLERKS SHALL CONSULT W TH THE LEQ SLATI VE BODY OF THEI R
RESPECTI VE COVMUNI TI ES BEFORE PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE SELECTI ON
PROCESS. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE SELECTI ON, A PREFERRED SYSTEM
MUST BE EI THER A MECHANI CAL LEVER VOTI NG MACHI NE, PAPER BALLOT,
OR AN ELECTRONI C VOTI NG SYSTEM APPROVED BY THE BQOARD OF STATE
CANVASSERS

(4) JURI SDI CTI ONS ARE NOT REQUI RED TO PURCHASE A NEW VOTI NG
SYSTEM UNDER THI S SECTI ON. AFTER A PREFERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM | S
SELECTED AND REPORTED TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE COUNTY BOARD
OF ELECTI ON COW SSI ONERS | S NOT' RESPONSI BLE FOR | NCURRI NG THE
EXPENSE FOR BALLOTS OR OTHER UNI QUE SUPPLI ES FOR A VOTI NG SYSTEM
THAT IS PURCHASED AFTER THE REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND
THAT IS NOT THE PREFERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM  THE COUNTY BOARD OF
ELECTI ON COMM SSI ONERS SHALL CONTI NUE TO | NCUR THE EXPENSE FOR
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BALLOTS AND UNI QUE SUPPLI ES FOR VOTI NG SYSTEMS THAT ARE NOT THE
PREFERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM BUT WERE PURCHASED BEFORE THE REPORT OF A
PREFERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

(5) NOT LATER THAN MARCH 1, 2011, AND AT LEAST EVERY 10
YEARS THEREAFTER, EACH COUNTY CLERK SHALL CONVENE THE CI TY AND
TOMSH P CLERKS W THI N THEI R COUNTY TO REVI EW THE COUNTY PRE-
FERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM AND DETERM NE, BY MAJORI TY VOTE OF THE
CLERKS, WHETHER TO CONTI NUE W TH THE CURRENT PREFERRED VOTI NG
SYSTEM OR SELECT A NEW PREFERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM  THE CLERKS SHALL
CONSULT WTH THE LEGQ SLATI VE BODI ES OF THEI R RESPECTI VE COVMUNI -
TI ES BEFORE PARTI Cl PATI NG I N THE SELECTI ON PROCESS. A PREFERRED
VOTI NG SYSTEM MUST BE A VOTI NG SYSTEM APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF
STATE CANVASSERS. | F A NEW COUNTY PREFERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM | S
SELECTED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF STATE CANVASSERS, THE
COUNTY CLERK SHALL REPORT THE SELECTI ON OF THE NEW COUNTY PRE-
FERRED VOTI NG SYSTEM TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE W THI N 30 DAYS OF
THE SELECTI ON.
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