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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION K

June 17, 1999, Introduced by Reps. Koetje, Richner, Toy, Patterson, Bishop, Green,
Voorhees, Mortimer, Tabor, Julian, Switalski, DeRossett, Kuipers, Hart, DeVuyst, Jansen,
Gilbert, Raczkowski and Cassis and referred to the Committee on Constitutional Law and
Ethics.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, by anending section 7 of article IV and sec-
tion 26 of article V and adding section 8 to article Xl, to pro-
vide that persons convicted of a felony are ineligible for cer-
tain statew de offices.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of M chigan, That the foll ow ng anendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, to provide that persons convicted of a felony
are ineligible for certain statewi de offices, is proposed, agreed
to, and submtted to the people of the state:

ARTI CLE IV

Sec. 7. Each senator and representative nust be a citizen
of the United States, at |east 21 years of age, and an el ector of
the district he represents. The renoval of his domcile fromthe
district shall be deened a vacation of the office. -—No—person
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ARTI CLE V

Sec. 26. In case of the conviction of the governor on

i npeachnent, his OR HER renoval fromoffice, his OR HER
resignation, —of— his OR HER death, OR H S OR HER VACATI NG OFFI CE
UNDER SECTI ON 8 OF ARTICLE X, the |ieutenant governor, the
el ected secretary of state, the elected attorney general and such
ot her persons designated by |aw shall in that order be governor
for the remainder of the governor's term

Death of governor-elect.

In case of the death of the governor-elect, the |ieutenant
governor-elect, the secretary of state-elect, the attorney
general -el ect and such ot her persons designated by | aw shal
becone governor in that order at the commencenent of the
governor-elect's term

Duration of successor®s term as governor.

| f the governor or the person in |line of succession to serve
as governor is absent fromthe state, or suffering under an
inability, the powers and duties of the office of the governor
shal | devolve in order of precedence until the absence or inabil -
ity giving rise to the devolution of powers ceases.

Determination of 1nability.
The inability of the governor or person acting as governor

shal|l be determned by a ngjority of the suprene court on joint
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request of the president pro tenpore of the senate and the
speaker of the house of representatives. Such determ nation
shall be final and conclusive. The suprene court shall upon its
own initiative determne if and when the inability ceases.
ARTI CLE Xl

SEC. 8. | F A PERSON HAS BEEN CONVI CTED OF A FELONY, THE
PERSON HAS EXHAUSTED HI S OR HER APPEALS, AND THE CONVI CTI ON HAS
NOT BEEN OVERTURNED, THAT PERSON IS | NELI A BLE FOR A STATE
OFFICE. | F THE PERSON HOLDS A STATE OFFI CE WHEN THE | NELI G BI L-
| TY ARI SES UNDER THI S SECTI ON, THE STATE OFFI CE | S AUTOVATI CALLY
VACATED.

IF, AS A RESULT OF THE OPERATION OF THI S SECTI ON, A STATE
OFFI CE I S VACATED OR A POLI TI CAL PARTY IS LEFT W THOUT A CANDI -
DATE FOR A STATE OFFI CE NOM NATED OR | NDORSED BY THAT PARTY, THE
VACANCY SHALL BE FILLED I N THE SAME MANNER PROVI DED BY TH S CON
STI TUTI ON OR LAW FOR THE FI LLI NG OF A VACANCY THAT ARI SES BECAUSE
OF THE DEATH OF THE CANDI DATE OR HOLDER OF THE STATE OFFI CE.

THI'S SECTI ON I S SELF- EXECUTI NG LEQ SLATI ON MAY BE ENACTED
TO FACI LI TATE OPERATION OF THI' S SECTI ON, BUT A LAW SHALL NOT
LIMT OR RESTRI CT THE APPLI CATION OF TH S SECTI ON.

AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, "STATE OFFI CE* MEANS THE OFFI CE OF
STATE SENATOR, STATE REPRESENTATI VE, GOVERNOR, LI EUTENANT GOVER-
NOR, ATTORNEY GENERAL, SECRETARY OF STATE, OR JUSTI CE OF THE
SUPREME COURT.

Resol ved further, That the foregoi ng anendnent shall be sub-
mtted to the people of the state at the next general election in

t he manner provided by | aw
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