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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION L

May 12, 1999, Introduced by Senators SIKKEMA, JOHNSQN, STEIL,
SCHWARZ and BENNETT and referred to the Commttee on
Gover nment QOper ati ons.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, by anending sections 2, 8, and 9 of article
VI, to provide for the appointnent of justices of the suprene
court and judges of the court of appeals by the governor.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of M chigan, That the foll ow ng anendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, to provide for the appointnent of justices of
the supreme court and judges of the court of appeals by the gov-
ernor, is proposed, agreed to, and submtted to the people of the
state:

ARTI CLE VI

Sec. 2. (1) The suprenme court shall consist of seven jus-
ti ces —eteeted—at—mnonparttsan—etectons—asprovided—by—taw-
APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR. The term of office shall be eight

years and not nore than two terns of office shall expire at the
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sane tine. —Nemnat+ens—+torjustieces—of—thesupremre—court——shat

be—+rAthe—ranner—preseribed—by—t+aw— AN | NCUVBENT JUSTI CE MAY BE
RETAI NED | N OFFI CE AFTER THE EXPI RATION OF THE TERM HE OR SHE | S

SERVI NG BY SUBM TTI NG TO A RETENTI ON ELECTI ON I N THE MANNER PRO-
VIDED BY LAW | F A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS VOTI NG ON THE QUES-
TION VOTE TO RETAIN THE JUSTI CE, HE OR SHE SHALL REMAI N I N OFFI CE
FOR AN ADDI TIONAL TERM | F A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS VOTI NG ON
THE QUESTI ON VOTE AGAI NST RETAI NI NG THE JUSTI CE, A VACANCY SHALL
EXI ST I N THAT OFFI CE UPON THE EXPI RATI ON OF THAT JUSTI CE' S TERM
WH CH SHALL BE FI LLED BY APPO NTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR. Any i ncum
bent justice whose termis to expire may becone a candi date for
—f+e-eteet+on— RETENTION IN OFFI CE by filing —an—-aff+davit—of
candtdacy— A DECLARATION OF H'S OR HER I NTENTI ON TO BE RETAI NED
IN OFFICE, in the formand manner prescribed by |law, not |ess
than 180 days prior to the expiration of his OR HER term

(2) THE CHANGES MADE BY THE CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT THAT
ADDED THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT HAVE THE EFFECT OF REMOVI NG FROM
OFFI CE A JUSTI CE OF THE SUPREME COURT DURI NG THE TERM HE OR SHE
WAS SERVI NG ON THE DATE ON WHI CH THI S SUBSECTI ON BECAME PART OF
THE CONSTI TUTI ON.

Sec. 8. The court of appeals shall consist —nartt+atty— of
—fAtnre— 28 judges who shall be —nomnatetd—antd—-elected—at
rofr—partitsan—eteet+ons— APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR from di stricts
drawn on county |lines and as nearly as possible of equal popul a-
tion, as provided by law. The suprenme court may prescribe by
rule that the court of appeals sit in divisions and for the terns

of court and the tines and places thereof. Each such division
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shal | consist of not fewer than three judges. The nunber of
j udges conprising the court of appeals nay be increased, and the
districts fromwhich they are —eteeted— APPO NTED may be changed
by | aw.

Sec. 9. (1) —Judges— A JUDCE of the court of appeals shal
hold office for a termof six years. —ant—untHt—thetr—suecessors
are—elected—and—eguat+f+et— AN | NCUVBENT JUDGE MAY BE RETAI NED I N
COFFI CE AFTER THE EXPI RATION OF THE TERM HE OR SHE | S SERVI NG BY
SUBM TTI NG TO A RETENTI ON ELECTI ON | N THE MANNER PROVI DED BY
LAW |IF A MAJORTY OF THE ELECTORS VOTI NG ON THE QUESTI ON VOTE
TO RETAIN THE JUDGE, HE OR SHE SHALL REMAIN I N OFFI CE FOR AN
ADDI TTONAL TERM |F A MAJORITY OF THE ELECTORS VOTI NG ON THE
QUESTI ON VOTE AGAI NST RETAI NI NG THE JUDGE, A VACANCY SHALL EXI ST
I N THAT OFFI CE UPON THE EXPI RATI ON OF THAT JUDGE' S TERM WH CH
SHALL BE FI LLED BY APPO NTMENT BY THE GOVERNCR. The terns of
office for the judges in each district shall be arranged by | aw
to provide that not all terms will expire at the same tine.

(2) THE CHANGES MADE BY THE CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMENT THAT
ADDED THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT HAVE THE EFFECT OF REMOVI NG FROM
COFFI CE A JUDCGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS DURI NG THE TERM HE OR SHE
WAS SERVI NG ON THE DATE ON WHI CH THI S SUBSECTI ON BECAME PART OF
THE CONSTI TUTI ON.

Resol ved further, That the foregoi ng anendnent shall be sub-
mtted to the people of the state at the next general election in

t he manner provided by | aw.
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