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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4592

AN ACT to amend 1941 PA 207, entitled “An act to provide for the prevention of fires and the protection of persons
and property from exposure to the dangers of fire or explosion; to authorize the investigation of fires and the discovery
of crime or other offenses in relation thereto; to require the razing, repair, or alteration of buildings, and the clearing
and improvement of premises which constitute a fire hazard or a menace to the peace, security, or safety of persons or
property; to control the construction, use, and occupancy of those buildings and premises for fire safety purposes; to
provide for the certification of fire inspectors and the delegation of certain powers to those certified fire inspectors; to
provide for the regulation of the storage and transportation of hazardous material; to provide for the issuance of
certificates; to prohibit the use of certain fire extinguishers and fire extinguishing agents; to provide immunity from
liability for certain persons; to provide for the administration of this act and prescribe procedure for the enforcement of
its provisions; to fix penalties for violation of this act; to provide for the promulgation of rules; to provide for the
assessment of fees; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts,” by amending section 7 (MCL 29.7).

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 7. (1) If the state fire marshal has reason to believe that a crime or other offense has been committed in
connection with a fire, the state fire marshal may conduct an inquiry with relation to the fire. The inquiry shall be held
at the time and place the state fire marshal directs and may be continued from time to time and to the place the state
fire marshal directs.

(2) The state fire marshal may issue subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses to testify at the inquiry and
for the production of books, records, papers, documents, or other writings or things considered material to the inquiry,
may administer oaths or affirmations to witnesses, and may cause testimony to be taken stenographically and
transcribed and preserved. Willful false swearing by a witness is perjury.

(3) If a subpoena is disobeyed, the state fire marshal may invoke the aid of the circuit court in requiring the
attendance and testimony of witnesses and the production of books, records, papers, documents, or other writings or
things considered material to the inquiry. A judge of the circuit court having jurisdiction in the county in which the
inquiry is conducted may issue an order requiring the person to appear before the state fire marshal and to produce
books, records, papers, documents, or other writings or things considered material to the inquiry and give evidence
concerning the matter in question. Failure to obey the court’s order may be punished as contempt of the court.
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(4) A person shall not be excused from testifying or from producing books, records, papers, documents, or other
writings or things considered material to the inquiry in an investigation or at a hearing when ordered to do so by the
state fire marshal on the ground that the testimony or evidence may tend to incriminate the person or subject the
person to a criminal penalty. Truthful testimony, evidence, or other truthful information compelled under this section
and any information derived directly or indirectly from that truthful testimony, evidence, or other truthful information
shall not be used against the witness in a criminal case, except for impeachment purposes or in a prosecution for
perjury, making a false statement, or otherwise failing to testify or produce evidence as required.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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